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Executive Summary:  
 

As war on terror in Syria escalates, especially in the provinces that are held by “Islamic 
State” group, Deir Ezzor has been witnessing an unparalleled aerial bombardment by 

the Syrian government forces and their allies Russia since July 2017, targeting the cities, 

towns, and villages that are held by “Islamic State” group in order to capture these 
locations. The Us-led coalition forces support the Syria Democratic Forces to take over 

these towns and villages that are located in the north of Euphrates River. These forces 

used air strikes, artillery, and missiles, to achieve advancement. 

 

 
The location of Deir Ezzor province 

 

 
The different types of shelling did not consider the nature of the targeted location in 

Deir Ezzor province, nor the population density was taken into account. Mohammad Al 

Omar (pseudonym)1, who was residing in Al Hameedia neighbourhood in Deir Ezzor city: 

“ One August 16th 2017 at 20:00, I heard the sounds of warplanes, explosions, and guns 

on Al Ordi and Al Shaikh Yassin neighbourhoods. Their close sounds indicated that they 

were flying on low altitude. At 20:30, two missiles were dropped on the four-floor 

building that I was residing as my wife was injured by a shrapnel in head and foot, and 

an 8-year-old child was wounded”. 
The warplanes targeted the gatherings of the civilians who fled the air strikes, during the 

period that is covered by the report. They also targeted the river crossing points that are 

used by civilians to cross into the counter bank of the Euphrates river. Kamel 

(pseudonym) is survived witness says “ on September 9th 2017, a warplane targeted the 

river crossing point with three rockets, aftermath a grey warplane dropped bombs. They 

were exploding in the air and then exploding on the ground. This caused the death of 

Ahmad Aswad Al Ogla. Many other civilians were injured along with one vehicle was 

burned. The warplanes were flying on low altitude”.  
The UN Security Council, at its 4046th meeting on September 17th 1999, issued the 

resolution no.1265, which it condemned targeting civilians in situations of armed 

conflicts as well as attacks on objects protected under international law, and calls on all 

parties to put an end to such practices. 

                                                

1 The witness refused to reveal his name for security reasons. 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Deir+ez-Zur,+Syria/@35.3342958,40.1060093,12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x154817f4aeddb761:0x4cbc9d58e981374f!8m2!3d35.3296518!4d40.1350341?hl=en
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Justice for Life Organization demands the following; 

1. To cease indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks against civilians’ areas and 

civilian objects. 

2. To put pressure on the Syrian government and Russian government to halt 

targeting civilians and river crossing points and to fully respect international 

humanitarian law. 

3. To put pressure in the US-led Coalition to avoid bombing civilians and civilian 

installations in Deir Ezzor province and to conduct an investigation into incidents 

which led to civilian casualties. 
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About JFL 
 

Justice for Life Organization in Deir Ezzor in a Syrian independent non-governmental 

non-profit organization that includes human rights Syrian activists regardless of their 

affiliations and ideologies. It works on documenting the violations of human rights in 

order to be used in the phase after war; where the collected and checked proofs will be 

used in the process of reconciliation and transitional justice. The organization works 

constantly on the campaigns of advocacy of human rights in order to reach the desired 

peace. 

Our Vision 

The organization endeavours to a Syrian society founded on the citizenship and the 

sovereignty of law, where all Syrians enjoy justice and equality. 

Our Message 

The message of JFL is to promote the justice by observing and documenting human 

rights violations, publishing statistics and reports in a professional manner in order to be 

used in peace building and achieving justice in Syria. JFL works on building the capacity 

of the Syrian activists in order to enable them to detect the truths, collecting proofs and 

archiving them. 

Our Values 

JFL believes that the human rights are original ones; all people enjoy these rights equally 

and without neutralization. These rights are interconnected and not able to indivisibility 

and inalienable ones. 

 

http://jfl.ngo/
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Introduction:  

 

As war on terror in Syria escalates, especially in the provinces that are held by “Islamic 
State” group, Deir Ezzor has been witnessing an unparalleled aerial bombardment by 

the Syrian government forces and their allies Russia since July 2017, targeting the cities, 

towns, and villages that are held by “Islamic State” group in order to capture these 

locations. The Us-led coalition forces support the Syria Democratic Forces to take over 

these towns and villages that are located in the north of Euphrates River. These forces 

used air strikes, artillery, and missiles, to achieve advancement. 

 

The aerial bombardment on Deir Ezzor province caused death and injury of hundreds of 

civilians along with destroying shops and damaging infrastructures as it targeted 

residential areas and river crossing points. It also targeted the boats that are used by 

civilians to cross the river. 

This aerial bombardment resulted in displacement of more than 150,000 civilians2 

towards the areas that are held Syria Democratic Forces in Deir Ezzor and al Hasaka 

along with the armed opposition in Aleppo and Idleb. 

 

The Syrian government forces controls on the entire city of Deir Ezzor and the western 

countryside in the north of Euphrates river, the city of al Mayadin, some surrounding 

villages and towns, and Al Boukmal city and a number of villages and towns. The Syria 

Democratic Forces controls vast areas in the north of Euphrates river in the western and 

eastern countryside of Deir Ezzor.  

Justice for Life organization has documented since July 1st until November 30th 2017 the 

death of 949 civilians including 183 women and 196 children due to 1217 air strikes by 

the air forces of Syrian government and its ally, Russia, on areas of Deir Ezzor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                

2 According to JFL statistics 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Deir+ez-Zur,+Syria/@35.3342958,40.1060093,12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x154817f4aeddb761:0x4cbc9d58e981374f!8m2!3d35.3296518!4d40.1350341?hl=en
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Methodology: 
 
The report depended on eighteen testimonies to cover the shelling on different areas of 

Deir Ezzor province since July 1st and November 30th 2017. The report covers the attacks 

of the Syrian government, Russian air forces, and US-led Coalition. The report does not 

cover the locations that are likely military due to the difficult access to have details on 

those targeted locations. 

 

Justice for Life organization established a team that consists of eight people. This team 

attended a workshop where the legal framework was set along with the report 

structure. 

 

Justice for life organization clarified to the witnesses the purpose of these interviews 

and gained their approval to use the information of their testimonies. 

 

Justice for Life analysed dozens of pictures and footages that are published by activists 

and locals that were captured following shelling operations, along with footages that 

were published by mass media platforms that are close to the government forces. 
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Challenges: 
 

The teams faced a group of challenges during the process of testimonies collection. 

1- Many witnesses refused to reveal their real names as they may return to the 

Syrian government held areas or Syria Democratic forces. 

2- Some witnesses refused to give their testimonies as they reside in the IDP camps 

that are held by Syrian Democratic Forces. 

3- Lack of financial resources to cover the transportation expense inside and 

outside Syria as some testimonies were taken throughout social media software 

such as WhatsApp and Facebook. 
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Legal Framework: 
 
In the operational update that was released by ICRC on July 17th 2012, the ICRC 

concludes that there is currently a non-international (internal) armed conflict, which 

was not encountered with any argument by Syrian government or any related 

international/Syrian organizations. 

Accordingly, the rules of the international law are definitely applied on this case, 

especially the international humanitarian law, especially article 3 common to the four 

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, which was ratified by Syria in November 1953, 

thus, it is applied on all Syrian territory and all related conflict parties. Also, Russia is a 

part state in four Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. 

 

The article 3 , common to the four Geneva Conventions states the following;  

In the case of armed conflict not of an international character occurring in the territory 

of one of the High Contracting Parties, each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply, 

as a minimum, the following provisions: 

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members of armed 

forces who have laid down their arms and those placed ' hors de combat ' by 

sickness, wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances be 

treated humanely, without any adverse distinction founded on race, colour, 

religion or faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any other similar criteria. 

All states that are involved in the current conflict must abide by the provisions of 

international humanitarian law, especially the principles of distinction between 

targets and proportionality, and to take all precautions to reduce the casualties 

among civilians, moreover, all conflict parties are bound by the customary rules of 

international humanitarian law that would apply to armed conflicts not of an 

international character. 

 

Based on the testimonies in this report, the aerial bombardment on the towns and cities 

in Deir Ezzor province in the period that is covered by this report, targeted residential 

areas and resulted in death of hundreds, damage of their properties, and displacement 

of thousands of them. 

The UN Security Council issued in its meeting number 4046 that was held on September 

17th 1999, the resolution number 1256, which condemns targeting the civilians in the 

armed conflict states in addition to the attacks on the objects protected under 

international law, and calls on all parties to put an end to such practices. 

 

According to rules 1 and 7 of the customary international humanitarian law; 

https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/update/2012/syria-update-2012-07-17.htm
https://www.icrc.org/ar/publication/study-customary-international-humanitarian-law
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“The parties to an armed conflict shall at all times distinguish between the civilian 

population and combatants and between civilian objects and military objectives and 

accordingly shall direct their operations only against military objectives.” 

Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited3. 

The rule number 12 of the customary international humanitarian law defined the 

indiscriminate attacks as follows;  

(a) which are not directed at a specific military objective; 

(b)which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be directed  

at a specific military objective; or 

(c) which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which can-  

not be limited as required by international humanitarian law; 

and consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike military objectives and 

civilians or civilian objects without distinction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

3  Rule no. 11 of the customary international humanitarian law 

https://www.icrc.org/ar/publication/study-customary-international-humanitarian-law
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THEY TARGETED EVERYTHING AND KILLED HUNDREDS: 
  

Targeting Residential Locations: 

 

The different types of shelling did not consider the nature of the targeted location in 

Deir Ezzor province, nor the population density was taken into account. Mohammad Al 

Omar (pseudonym) , who was residing in Al Hameedia neighborhood in Deir Ezzor city: “ 
One August 16th 2017 at 20:00, I heard the sounds of warplanes, explosions, and guns 

on Al Ordi and Al Shaikh Yassin neighborhoods. Their close sounds indicated that they 

were flying on low altitude. At 20:30, two missiles were dropped on the four-floor 

building that I was residing as my wife was injured by a shrapnel in head and foot, and 

an 8-year-old child was wounded”. 
 

 
Mhaidi Al Zghair who was killed by aerial bombing on al Ordi neighbourhood in Deir 

Ezzor city on October 28th 2017 – Sources: Social Media and verified by JFL  

 

 

Mohammad continues “ The air strikes on the cavity were extensive and horrifying as the 

neighbourhoods were hit by more than 40 raids on daily basis along with the artillery 

shelling and missiles”. 
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Rami Imad Eddin Al Humeiri, whoc was killed by aerial bombing on Al Jubaila 

neighbourhood in Deir Ezzor city on September 30th 2017 – Source: Social Media and 

verified by JFL. 

 

  

The city of Al Boukmal was hit by air strikes which were the most extreme ones as the 

city is considered the last stronghold of the “ Islamic State” group. The witness Jamal 
(pseudonym) is from Al Boukmal city says “ At 04:30 AM on September 30th 2017, two 

war planes targeted Al Fayha square along with the surrounding houses and buildings 

with more than 30 rockets that resulted in death of thirty civilians and injury of about 

fifty ones”. 
 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Al+Bukamal,+Syria/@34.3235638,40.8997823,10.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x15463f8d633dcad5:0x76132ccb499c5ba0!8m2!3d34.4653258!4d40.9081831?hl=en
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Destroyed house in Al Boukmal city, nearby Abdulrahman Mosque on September 30th 

2017  – Source: JFL and verified by JFL 

 

As for the shelling impact, Fatema Assa’ad (pseudonym) says “ on October 3rd 2017, I 

was in a house nearby the ISIS’ Arrivals Office in Hatla village, a black warplane flied on 

low altitude and launched 15 air strikes. At 10:30 AM, this warplane targeted a house in 

the village with four air strikes and completely destroyed the house and injured a child 

and two women who were nearby the house”. “ People feared to exit their houses 

following air strikes as they fear to be shelled again”. 
The warplane kept flying over the village and shelling until 11:30. On the next day, it 

came back and targeted the same house, but no casualties reported according to what 

Fatema said. 

 

Concerning the air strikes on Al Mayadin city, east of Deir Ezzor, Ahmad (pseudonym) 

says “ On October 1st 2017, at 10:00 AM, an air strike was launched on Al alwa nearby 

the house of Hassan Al Ahmad in the city. One hour later, the warplanes targeted Al 

Gharraf area with a barrel bomb and resulted in mass destruction among civilians’ 
houses and the gas station. At 01:00 AM, the warplanes targeted the city with more 

than six air strikes”. 
The aerial bombardment between October 1st and 4th was heavy with a rate of one air 

strike per two hours, and sometimes the city of Al Mayadin and its outskirts were hit by 

one air strike per half an hour. This prevented the civilians from exiting their houses. 

Most of the civilians prefer to stay at home or in their basements. The aerial 

bombardment caused the cut off of the water and electricity. The witness Ahmad says 

“In the morning of October 2nd 2017, the sky of Al Mayadin city witnessed 

reconnaissance aircrafts, which were followed by warplanes and helicopters. At 09:30, a 

warplane targeted a street and dropped a barrel bomb on the outskirt of the city 

between Al Baloum neighborhood and the town of Bugrus Tahtani. At 12:30, the 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%AD%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A9+%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@35.3310154,40.2244669,10309m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15483d7ddc66a365:0x5359f69733848c6c!8m2!3d
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%E2%80%8E%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@35.0125904,40.4807775,10349m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x154870ceceab1bd3:0x478a3d23f0ad52ac!8m2!3d35.01607
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helicopter dropped barrel bombs on the main street between the sport club square and 

Al Baloum square in the city and resulted in fire in Al Zoayyen shops”. 
 

 
Destruction in Al Mayadin city – Source: Social Media and verified by JFL 

 

Jaber, is a civilian who provided help to the civilians who left the city of Al Mayadin, says 

“ In the beginning of October 2017, the number of air strikes on the city reached 150 

ones on daily basis along with missiles and barrel bombs. At the time of aerial bombing, 

four warplanes fly including reconnaissance aircraft. The type of those warplanes was 

SU.”. “I entered the house of my relatives to help them to flee the city, a missile was 

dropped nearby the house and resulted in injury of one of my relatives in his shoulder. 

Some of ISIS locations were targeted, but the major damage was against the civilians 

and their properties. We noticed that there was white smoke following the air strike. 

Sometimes the smoke was brown and spreads in horizontal way not vertical”. The 

civilians could not move their vehicles as they fear from the warplanes. Some of the 

civilians had to use motorcycles to move some of their luggage.  

 

 The number of air strikes on Bugrus Foqani exceeded 400 since September 30th 2017 

until October 6th 2017. Tariq Al Mustafa, a lawyer from the town says “ A big aircraft 

films the locations then after half an hour, a squadron of warplanes, out of ten, along 

with a helicopter target the civilians houses in the town along with those who fled their 

houses towards the desert and farm lands”. Tariq confirms that his “house was 

damaged by a missile that was dropped nearby it”. 
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Awwad Al Judaie, who was killed by aerial bombing in Bugrus Foqani on September 

30th 2017 – Source: Social Media and verified by JFL 

 

 

There was headquarters of “Islamic State” group in the town, except for some militants 

who left the following the extensive shelling on the town. Tariq says “ I believe that the 

warplanes that targeted the town were Russian SU, and the helicopters were of the 

Syrian government forces along with the MIG. I could believe so as I served the military 

service in the Aerial Defense”. Tariq confirms that there are at least 2000 IDPs from Al 

Bulail and Muhassan along with the neighboring villages who arrived in Bugrus Foqani 

due to extensive aerial bombing. 

 

Sami, a young man from Al Mayadin city says “ On October 25th 2017, two warplanes 

launched two air strikes and three missiles on al Isa building nearby the government 

complex. One of the missiles did not explode and its length was 120cm.” . “ In the 
meanwhile, I was at work in that building. The aerial bombing caused huge destruction 

to the building and the surrounding buildings and shops. Several civilians were killed and 

injured. I was injured by shrapnel”. 
 

Targeting the River Crossing Points and Civilians Gatherings: 

 

Al Kasra town and many towns and villages that are located in the north of the river are 

a destination for the civilians who are fleeing from the aerial bombardment on the 

residential areas in the south of Euphrates River. Yet, the town has been targeted as US-

led Coalition warplanes targeted on July 3rd 2017 the public clinic and resulted in death 

of IDPs who were residing in that clinic. 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A9%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@36.2597076,38.1005431,2547m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1530f0e2348108a5:0xdf02962b1d545716!8m2!3d36.2589796!4d38.0922323!5m
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Al Kasra Public Clinic – Source JFL correspondent  

 

Khadeeja (pseudonym) is a displaced woman from Al Kasra town who was residing in 

the school nearby the targeted clinic says “the reconnaissance aircrafts were flying, at 

01:45 AM, two warplanes targeted the public clinic of Al Kasra town. I heard one 

explosion. The air strike destroyed completely the clinic and killed five members of a 

family that displaced from Al Raqqa. Two children of this family survived (10 and 12-

year-old)”. Khadeeja believes that the warplanes were of the US-led coalition as the 

damage was huge. 

 

Yasser (pseudonym) is from Al Khraita town in the western countryside of Deir Ezzor 

says “ We left al Khraita due aerial bombardment that was targeting our houses 
extensively and headed towards Al Haweeja – which is river island nearby Al Khraita 

town – seek for more safer place. On August 11th 2017, two warplanes targeted a 

civilian gathering with six air strikes and each one with two rockets. Only three minutes 

was the period between each air strike and the other”. Yasser confirms that “The 

civilians used the river crossing points to leave the targeted locations, however the 

warplanes were targeting them, including one crossing point nearby the Ishara in the 

eastern countryside of Deir Ezzor”.  
The aerial bombardment on the river crossing point between Al Bulail and Dahla, which 

is locally called the western crossing point, resulted in death and injury a number of 

civilians. Kamel  (pseudonym) is survivor, says “ on September 9th 2017, a warplane 

targeted the crossing point with three rockets, then a grey warplane dropped bombs 

which were exploding two times, in air and on the ground, and resulted in death of 

Ahmad Al Ogla and injury of civilians. The warplanes were flying on low altitude”. Kamel 
continues saying “A cluster bomb was dropped nearby me. I saw Russian words on the 

container”.  
 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/search/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%A9+%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1%E2%80%AD%E2%80%AD/@35.4605277,40.0051034,10292m/data=!3m1!1e3!5m1!1e4?hl=ar
https://www.google.com/maps/place/35%C2%B029'12.6%22N+40%C2%B000'27.7%22E/@35.4872248,40.0095305,17.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x0!8m2!3d35.486842!4d40.007681?hl=ar
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Al+Boleel,+Syria/@35.1788987,40.3263253,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15486c6d8a872ed5:0x31bdcbbeea613632!8m2!3d35.1948557!4d40.380291?hl=en
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A9+%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AC%D8%AF+%D8%AD%D9%81%D8%B5%D8%A9%E2%80%AD/@35.2226648,40.3879944,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x15486a2b85618b8d:0xf8f037f65f717846!8m2!3d35.2231286!4d40.3859286?hl=


18 

 

 
Two pictures of a rocket that was dropped on Al Bulail river crossing point – Source: 

Social Media and verified by the witness Kamel. 

 

 
Tarteging Al Bulail river crossing point - Source: Social Media and verified by JFL 

 

Kamel continues his testimony to Justice for Life organization about the aerial 

bombardment on the river crossing point between Al Bulail and Al Sabha: “ Two grey 
warplanes targeted extensively the river crossing point on September 10th 2017 and 

resulted in death of civilians along with one vehicle burned. Burned dead bodies, 

including children, were pulled out along with other bodies from the river after three 

days”.  

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%A9%E2%80%AD/@35.2019873,40.4133338,17.54z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x1548690c245ee17f:0xfaa312b604a1dd80!8m2!3d35.2022617!4d40.4155057?hl=en
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Tarteging Al Bulail river crossing point - Source: Social Media and verified by JFL 

 

 
Mohammad Khaleefa Al Dabbouse who was killed in an air strike on Al Bulail crossing 

point- Source: Social Media, and verified by JFL 

 

Tariq Al Mustafa says “ On October 1st 2017, the warplanes targeted the river crossing 

point that links between Bugrus Foqani and Al Shuhail and resulted in death of seven 

civilians and injury of others, including one person who still receives treatment until 

now. This crossing point was targeted again on October 3rd 2017.” 

 

Khalid (pseudonym) is a witness from Al Tayyana village which is located in the south of 

Euphrates River says “ On October 11th 2017, at 17:00, warplanes targeted the river 

crossing point that links between Al Tayyana and Al Qurayya town, which is used by the 

civilians to flee the villages and towns in the south of the river towards the north of the 

river areas. I was injured lightly in my head and many victims fell. The warplanes came 

and targeted the location again and raised the number of victims. Additionally, the close 

area nearby the crossing point in Al Qurayya was targeted”. 
The witness Taher (pseudonym) says “ A blue warplane raided and targeted the crossing 
point with three air strikes. The aerial bombing lasted for half an hour. Jassem Al Jwar 

was killed. I saw in the targeted location burned bodies, including a pregnant woman 

who died with her fetus”. 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Boqruss+Foqani,+Syria/@35.0955749,40.3795514,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x154871f0f2f6829f:0x689cadbb7624af2c!8m2!3d35.0944431!4d40.4006833?hl=en
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Al+Shheell,+Syria/@35.1034652,40.432648,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x154871f0f2f6829f:0x689cadbb7624af2c!2sBoqruss+Foqani,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.0944431!4d40.4006833!3m4!1s0x15486f91e8a1fb8b:0x791d32e19082fb
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@34.994566,40.5767267,10352m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15487beffad9e931:0x301203c259079eb8!8m2!3d34.9936971!4d4
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%A9%D8%8C+%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%E2%80%AD/@34.9557868,40.57118,10357m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x154879500bbf63af:0x2508185ae9d797bb!8m2!3d34.9531496!4d40
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Jassem Al Jwar from Al Qurayya town who was killed by aerial bombing on the river 

crossing point between Al Tayyan and Al Qurayya. 

 

The warplanes targeted IDPs gatherings and resulted in death and injury of dozens. Ali 

(pseudonym) says “ On November 24th 2017, the warplanes targeted a cluster of IDPs in 

the desert of Al Ghabra, in the countryside of Al Boukmal and killed seventeen civilians 

including six children and three women, including two families. All victims were from Al 

Ghabra and Al Sayyal towns”. 
 

 
The IDPs gathering that was targeted in Al Ghabra town 

 

In his testimony to Justice for Life organization, Imad (pseudonym) describes the erial 

bombing on Al Sha’afa village in the countryside of Al Boukmal “ At 01:30 AM, a 

warplane targeted a gathering of civilians who fled al Boukmal city and resulted in death 

of forty-one civilians of four families including nine women and thirteen children”. 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Ash+Sha'Fah,+Syria/@34.5779183,40.9084666,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15463d4681126e0d:0xbca331b13fa9c6a1!8m2!3d34.570599!4d40.9334411?hl=en
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The destruction left by aerial bombing on IDPs gathering in Al Sha’afa village on 

November 26th 2017. Source: Social Media and verified by JFL 

 

 

 
The residential area that was targeted in Al sha’afa village. 

 

On November 28th 2017, eleven civilians including three women and three children were 

killed by air strikes on the river crossing point in Al Ramadi village ( locally called Al 

Baqa’an) in the countryside of Al Boukmal in the east of Deir Ezzor. The witness Thaer 
(pseudonym) says “ A warplane targeted the river crossing point at 17:00 and the air 
strikes were targeting the boats that transport the civilians between the two river 

banks, which increased the number of victims”. 
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Al Ramadi River Crossing Point 

 

 
Obaid Mawloud Al Najm, from Al Boukmal, He was killed on November 28th 2017 by 

air strike on al Ramadi crossing point. Source: Social Media and verified by JFL. 

 

Late Hospitalization of the Casualties: 

 

The witness Mahmoud (pseudonym), who is residing in the police residence nearby the 

public clinic that was targeted in al Kasra town says “ When I arrived in the public clinic 

following the air strikes, we heard the voice of a mother under rubble, however, the lack 

of tools for pulling her out and our fear of another air strike made the process late and 

caused her death. As for her husband and three children, they died immediately by the 

air strike. I believe that it was US-led Coalition warplane”. 
Yasser (pseudonym) says “ At least thirty people including women and children were 
killed along with my 3-year-ol child and my other child was injured. I also was injured in 

my shoulder. The hospitalization operations were limited to civilians vehicles and boats. 

Some of the injured were hospitalized to the hospital of Al Kasra and others to Al 

Mayadin”. 
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Jaber says “ The number of doctors who work under ISIS supervision was little. Also, 
only few doctors remained in the city as many of them fled the city due to the aerial 

bombardment on the city of Al Mayadin”.  
Mohammad Al Omar talks about the hospitalization of the people who were injured by 

aerial bombing on Al Hameedia neighbourhood in Deir Ezzor city on August 16thh 2017 

“ The civilians who reside the neighbourhood hospitalized the injured to a pharmacy in 

Al Takay street nearby the school of Talae Al Baath, as the ISIS held neighbourhoods 

suffered from medical services. When we arrived in the pharmacy, a missile was 

dropped nearby it and injured my slightly”. 
Fatema says “ The injured were hospitalized to Rasha pharmacy in Al Hussienyaa village 

as there is only one person in the village who provides some first aid and he does not 

have enough medical requirement. During the operation of hospitalization, a warplane 

targeted the vehicle”. 
 

The hospitals and medical points in the targeted areas in Deir Ezzor province were not 

able to hospitalize this number of casualties due to lack of staff and the required 

medical equipment. The witness Ahmad says “The aerial bombing on Al Alwa 

neighbourhood in Al Mayadin city led to death of civilians who remained under rubble 

due to lack of the required tools to pull them out and since people fear from another air 

strike on the location. The services in ISIS hospitals were limited to ISIS casualties. So, 

civilians had to go to private hospitals, where medical equipment are not enough to 

such number of casualties. Therefore, more death cases took place”. 
 

Tariq Al Mustafa confirmed that twenty civilians were killed in the town of Bugrus 

Foqani in less than a week including children and women; “ There is no ambulance nor 
medical points in the town. The civlians can not go to the hospitals of Al Mayadin city 

due to extensive aerial bombing. They were hospitalizing the casualties to the hospitals 

of Al Qurayya and Al Ishara, that are located in the south of the river. The hospitalization 

means were primary ones. Five members of the family of Hussien Al Aeyd Al Omair 

along with a young man called Mahran Al Shatti, Hussien ali Al Jassem, and four IDPs by 

air strikes on farmlands on October 1st 2017. The distance between me and the victims 

was not than 200m”. 
Khalid says “When the river crossing point that links between Al Qurayya and Al Tayyan 

was targeted by aerial bombing, there was neither ambulance nor physicians. I was 

injured and no one could hospitalize me”. 
Sami talks about the hospitalization of the injured in Al Mayadin city on October 25th 

2017: “The hospitalization of the injured was too difficult as there were many warplanes 

in the sky. The warplanes targeted Al Rahabi building nearby Nouri Al Saed hospital in 

the city. This made people feel panic and delayed the hospitalization operations towards 

this hospital”. Sami adds “Few days later, odours came out of the targeted building, 

then we found out that there were bodies under rubble”. 
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The witness Imad says “The attempts of pulling out the bodies from the rubble in Al 

Sha’afa town lasted for thirty hours due to lack of required tools. The injured were 

hospitalized to the medial points in Hajeen.  Many injured died during the 

hospitalization due to the critical conditions and long distance between the targeted 

locations and the medical points. The medics has to go through farm lands to avoid the 

air strikes”. 
 

As for the hospitalization of the injured in Al Ramadi town, Thaer says “No one could get 

close to the targeted location fearing from another air strike. No aid was provided to the 

injured. They were buried in the targeted location five hours later”. 
 

The Aerial Bombardment Caused the Civilians Displacement from Deir Ezzor: 

 

Since the beginning of the military campaign on Deir Ezzor, the civilians try to flee 

towards safe areas due to the air strikes and lack of food along with the clashes 

between the Syrian government forces and “Islamic State” militants, however, their 

attempts were not fruitful as the government warplanes targeted the river crossing 

points. 

Mohammad Al Omar says “on August 17th 2017, I decided to leave Deir Ezzor to treat 

my family. When we arrived the river crossing point, the ISIS militants forced us to go 

back due to extensive shelling that target the boats. We tried at night, but the 

warplanes guns were shooting at the boats. Two hours later, we tried and could cross to 

the counter bank. When we reached, many shells were dropped on the river and on the 

location where boats launch”. 
Life stopped in the targeted areas in Deir Ezzor due to heavy shelling, which reached 

unpreceded levels. The witness Ahmad talks about the shelling on Al Mayadin city “ I 
and my family left our house in the city centre and headed to Al Haw area, in the 

outskirts of the city. When we felt that shelling is getting closer to this area, we headed 

to Subaikhan village and crossing towards Hajeen town. There were no transportation 

means so the civilians had to walk to the surrounding areas of the city”.  
The witness Khalid says “ I left due to the heavy aerial bombing on the river crossing 

points as my house in nearby one of them. The air strikes impact was negatively major 

on the structure of the houses and considered as risky to the residents”. 
The aerial bombing was targeting the civilians who try to flee to more safe areas. They 

had to wait at night to avoid being seen by the warplanes. Tari Al Mustafa says “ On 
Friday, October 6th 2017, no one remained in Bugrus Foqani as the civilians left the 

village towards other towns and villages in the north of Euphrates River using small 

boats to cross the river”. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Subaykhan,+Syria/@34.8707759,40.584373,13.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x1547d572f7a1aae7:0xaee5a4c903c8b060!8m2!3d34.859175!4d40.6016766?hl=en
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Hajin,+Syria/@34.6861799,40.8221912,14.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x154625b5eac1ec3f:0x7afb8d08c6f735f!8m2!3d34.6866678!4d40.8348715?hl=en
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Recommendations:  
 

Justice for Life organization demands the following;  

1. Cessation of all indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks against the resided 

areas and civilian objects. 

 

2. The UN Special Envoy for Syria : 

A. To put pressure on the Syrian and Russian government to halt targeting 

civilians and river crossing points and to abide fully by international 

humanitarian law. 

B. To put pressure on the Syrian government to facilitate the returning of 

the civilians to the newly controlled areas. 

C. To put pressure on the US-led coalition to avoid targeting civilians and 

vital facilities in Deir Ezzor province and to investigate the incidents 

where civilians were killed. 

 

3. The Self-rule Administration 

A. To facilitate the movement of the civilians who are fleeing the aerial 

bombardment in Deir Ezzor province towards the Self-rule held areas. 

B. Providing the IDPs with the basic needs in the camps that are located in 

the Self-rule held areas. 

C. To expand the current camps and provide more camps to host the IDPs. 

 

4. The local councils and humanitarian agencies and organizations that work in the armed 

opposition held areas in Aleppo and Idleb to provide the required needs to the IDPs of 

Deir Ezzor.  

 

5. The related states to put pressure on the conflict parties for halting the 

hostilities and targeting the civilians in order to back to the negotiations. 

 

 

6. Respect for international law and for human rights and necessity of holding the 

violator accountable. 

 

7. taking the necessary action to referral to justice, including the International 

Criminal Court or special courts, and to call on the Security Council to assume its 

responsibilities and to take concrete actions to ensure effective accountability 

and a non-impunity. 

 

 

8. Putting pressure on active parties and key stakeholders to enter into a 

comprehensive peace that respects human rights of the Syrian citizen and the 

International Humanitarian Law. 
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