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First: Overview on JFL 

Justice for Life Observatory in Deir Ezzor  in a Syrian independent non-governmental non-profit 

organization that includes human rights Syrian activists regardless of their affiliations and 

ideologies. It works on documenting the violations of human rights in order to be used in the 

phase after war; where the collected and checked proofs will be used in the process of 

reconciliation and transitional justice. The observatory works constantly on the campaigns of 

advocacy of human rights in order to reach the desired peace. 

Our Vision 

The Observatory endeavors to a Syrian society founded on the citizenship and the sovereignty of 

law, where all Syrians enjoy justice and equality. 

Our Message 

The message of JFL is to promote the justice by observing and documenting human rights 

violations, publishing statistics and reports in a professional manner in order to be used in peace 

building and achieving justice in Syria. JFL works on building the capacity of the Syrian activists in 

order to enable them to detect the truths, collecting proofs and archiving them. 

Our Values 

JFL believes that the human rights are original ones; all people enjoy these right equally and 

without neutralization. These rights are interconnected and not able to indivisibility and 

inalienable ones. 

The History of JFL 

On March 20st, 2015 as a voluntary initiative by a small group of Deir Ezzor activists, an 

advocacy campaign was launched for breaking the siege that was laid by the group of "Islamic 

state" and the Syrian government on some neighborhoods of Deir Ezzor city by media pressure 

on all actors in order to airdrop humanitarian aid on the city. 

After achieving its objectives and sharping the idea throughout different meetings among the 

founders, Justice for Life Observatory in Deir Ezzor was established on September 1st ,2015 to 

http://jfldz.org/
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bear a heavy burden of plenty of violations in the area along with proofs that need to be 

collected and verified in a very difficult work environment. 

In April 2016, JFL joined the platform of OCHA in order to keep pressure on all actors for 

implementing the UN resolution No.2254 and the outputs of Munich meeting for airdropping 

humanitarian aid on the besieged neighborhoods of Deir Ezzor. 

In June 2016, JFL was registered in the Turkish city of Gaziantep under the number of 27-020-

001 as a non-governmental non-profit organization. 

 

Number and Facts about JFL 

Since it was established, JFL could publish 31 reports along with research papers that covered 

human rights violations that were committed, the air strikes impact, the public services 

situations, and the oil sector in Deir Ezzor governorate. 

JFL conducted 4 workshops in collecting proofs, fact-finding, introducing international 

humanitarian law and related international treaties. 

In advocacy campaigns that were led by JFL, it could achieve 200 media presence in the western 

and regional media platforms such as Washington Post, News Week, Huffington Post. It also 

published several researches in Atlantic Council. 
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Second: Introduction: 

Deir Ezzor province is located in the east of Syria, an area of (33.06) thousand km2, and occupies 

(9.17%) of the area of Syria, with a population of (1,101,308) thousand people at present- 

before the revolution there was (1,692,000) thousand people. The province is located on the 

banks of the Euphrates River that depends on it in agriculture as an essential economic pattern. 

It contains a number of oil and gas fields which are very important in Syria. 

Historically, Deir Ezzor is considered as a great museum as a large number of archaeological sites 

have been discovered, which are rich for its monuments that belong to the Greek, Roman, 

Persian and the Palmerian age1. the most important one is “Dura-Euripus in addition to Bugrus, 

Mary and Dorechtlemu monuments." It also includes a lot of such undiscovered sites, and some 

of archaeologists think that the innovation of agriculture in this area belongs to thousands of 

years. 

Deir Ezzor has been named with more than one name, the oldest of these names was “Shora”2, 

which means barn and then it was changed to "Deir Basir" due to the existence of a Christian 

monastery near the current town of "Al bsera3", then changed to "Deir Hatlif" and then to "Deir 

Al Rumman4" because of the existence of abundance of fruits, and finally settled on the Deir al-

Zour, the “Al-Zour” name has a number of meanings, including "forest5", also means "broad 

chest6" which is an irrigated agricultural area, and due to the visit by people of the rural areas to 

this monastery. Whereas, some believe this name came from the roar of lion, for having lots of 

lions in the past. Finally, it was said the word “Zour” came from the river's bending and 

inclination in this area7. 

The residents of Deir Ezzor are mostly from nomadic Arab tribes that settled in the city during 

the eighteenth, nineteenth and the twentieth century. The largest of these tribes is the tribe of 

“Baggara” and “Aekadat”, in addition to a number of other Arab tribes. There are also a number 

of Kurdish and Armenian families. 

                                                           
1 The Civilization of Al Furat Valley, Ayyash, Abdulkader. 
2 It was mentioned in a book of Ahmad Al Soussa 
3 Al Soussa, Ahmad 
4 Moujam Al Buldan, Al Hamwi, Yaqout 
5 Ibid 
6 Liwa Al Zour in Ottoman Age, Salibi, Omer 
7 Ibid 

http://jfldz.org/
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On April 22nd, 2011, the demonstrations came out in the province against the government, 

which had controlled the entire province at that time, which was the beginning of civil activities. 

there were many demonstrations before it in the month of June 2012, where the "Free Army" 

factions have controlled most areas of the province. Whereas the government forces kept 

control on a number of neighbourhoods in the city and the surrounding villages. In July 2014, 

"ISIS" dominated the majority of the province with the exception of "Al Qusour, Al Joura and 

Harabish" neighbourhoods within the city along with a number of military units and the Military 

Airport of Deir Ezzor.  "ISIS " has changed the name of the province from " Deir Ezzor to" Wilayat 

AlKhair." 

 

JFL has documented, since May 2015 until August 2016 the death of (41) detainees from Deir 

Ezzor under torture in the prisons of the Syrian government including a defected lieutenant. It 

also documented the death of (3) detainees under torture in the prisons of “ISIS”, including a 

member in the military factions. 
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Third: The Methodology 

This report covers cases of detention, torture, and killings in detention centers by the Syrian 

security apparatuses, “"Jabhat Fateh Al Sham"” ( formerly Al Nusra), and "Islamic state" group. 

The report depended on (26) testimonies for (23) people – inside and outside Syria-  who were 

detained in (18) detention centers; (20) testimonies were documented by JFL researchers for 

the survivals and families of under-torture-victims, and (6) testimonies were documented on 

phone call. 

JFL formed a team of five members who made interviews and collected the testimonies related 

to the report. The team members submitted a workshop for setting forth report structure and 

revising the legal framework of the cases of detention, torturing, and enforced disappearance.  

JFL’ researchers analyzed more than (46) photos and documents related to the detainees, 

missing persons, and under-torture-victims. JFL’ researchers were able to get photos for the 

survivals and under-torture-victims throughout collecting testimonies, along with designing 

maps of the detention centers. 

Through the process of collecting, reading, and analyzing the testimonies, (34) officers were 

determined who were in charge of detention centers and the processes of torturing and killing. 

Fourth: The Challenges 

The team encountered some challenges through the process of collecting testimonies and 

writing the report; 

The difficulty of contacting with the witnesses inside the governorate of Deir Ezzor due to the 

risk they may experience by "Islamic state" group or the Syrian government.  

The fear of being arrested, or being known by the "Islamic state" group or the Syrian 

government, which threatens the personal security of the researcher and the witness during 

documenting the testimony or aftermath. 

The difficulty of movement inside the governorate due to the checkpoints of the "Islamic state" 

group or the Syrian government as the members of those checkpoints search the mobile phones 

http://jfldz.org/
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and laptops unexpectedly. Moreover, the cyber cafes are being raided by both parties, and this 

led to delay in sending the testimonies.  

Limited financial sources for movement inside and outside the governorate. 

Some witnesses refused to reveal their names and others refused to testify as they fear from 

being detained. 

The shortage of information due to the difficulty of reaching the sources as no electricity or 

internet services are available in the areas that are held by the "Islamic state" group and the 

Syrian government. 

 

 

Fifth: Executive Summary 

The Syrian authorities have adopted the arbitrary arrest since the very beginning of the protests 

in an attempt to suppress them as it was random, indiscriminate and illegal throughout using 

brutal torturing means;” they were hitting me with sticks and clubs even though they knew that 

I am sick and they refused to treat me. They were putting out cigarettes on my body, tasering 

me, they did not care about the people who suffer from chronic diseases like diabetics, asthma 

and cardiac patients." On the other hand, "Jabhat Fateh Al Sham", formerly Al Nusra, and 

"Harakt Ahrar Al Sham" launched detention campaigns in the areas that were beyond the 

control of the Syrian government in Deir Ezzor and they kidnapped civilian activists as there 

were places of secret detention; “I have been in an unofficial headquarter of a civil society 

organization, six masked and armed members entered and started searching the house, they 

took the mobile phones. The Tunisian man said: “Do you want democracy? They threatened us 

with slaughtering ." Hundreds of civilians and military members are still detained at the 

detention centers of the "Islamic state" group, that worked on silencing all opponent voices in 

the governorate of Deir Ezzor, practiced torture, and killed people in their detention centers. 

“The judge Abu Abdulrahman, from Tunis, came with a number of members, they took (11) 

persons, including three students from AlHasakeh and Rmailan and one of them is called Malik. 

On the next day, the services group, a shift group that consists of detainees who serve other 

http://jfldz.org/
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detainees, and one of them was "ISIS"member from Jarabulus. He returned and told us “I have 

seen the baggage of the persons who were taken yesterday. "ISIS" executed them. On the same 

day, a woman came to the detention center and asked for her son Malik. Abo Usama AlIraqi, a 

communications engineer who was the head of detention center, answered her that “we have 

no such name here, go and search for him in another detention center."  

Syria is a state party in the third common article among Geneva Conventions in 1949. This 

article is considered with other customary international law that is applied during war and 

armed conflicts that criminalize killing and execution is disregard of due process.  

Justice for Life Observatory calls up the governments of the world states to commit to the 

international humanitarian law in terms of prosecution and extradition of suspects of war 

crimes who are located on their lands including the universal jurisdiction in case of applicability, 

along with amending national laws in accordance with this demand. 
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Sixth: The Statutory Framework 

The National Level: 

Syria has lived for (48) years during the state of emergency that was declared by “the revolution 

command council” in its second statement in 1963. The state has lasted until April 21st 2011 

where it was canceled the legislative act number (161). Then, it was followed by cancelling the 

supreme state security court by the legislative act number (53) in 2011. In July 2nd 2012, the 

Syrian authorities imposed the anti-terrorism act number (19). Then, anti-terrorism court was 

established by the act number (22) in  July 22nd 2012. 

In 2012, a new constitution was enacted instead of the one of 1973, where is stated in its (44) 

article that “Citizens shall have the right to assemble, peacefully demonstrate and to strike from 

work within the framework of the Constitution principles, and the law shall regulate the exercise 

of these rights” 

The Article (53) stated that “No one may be tortured or treated in a humiliating manner, and the 

law shall define the punishment for those who do so."  

The third part of the same article stated” Any person who is arrested must be informed of the 

reasons for his arrest and his rights, and may not be incarcerated in front of the administrative 

authority except by an order of the competent judicial authority” 

Likewise, the (54) article stated “Any assault on individual freedom, on the inviolability of 

private life or any other rights and public freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution shall be 

considered a punishable crime by the law." 

The (391)st article of the Syrian Penal Code stated that “Anyone who subjects a person to illegal 

acts of violence with a view to obtaining from him a confession to an offence or information 

pertaining thereto shall be liable to a penalty of detention for a term of three months to three 

years." “If the acts of violence lead to sickness or injury, the minimum penalty shall be a term of 

one year imprisonment.” 

 

 

 

http://jfldz.org/
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The International Level: 

Syria is a state party in the third common article among Geneva Conventions in 1949. This 

article is considered with other customary international law that is applied during war and 

armed conflicts that criminalize killing and execution is disregard of due process.  

Nevertheless, these laws and articles require the armed groups, non-state-affiliated, and the 

state, even the government’s citizens participating in the hostilities, to respect the human rights 

and protection of civilians who are located in their held areas, including detainees, injured, and 

prisoned fighter. 

The UN Security Council adopted at its (7344)th meeting on December 2014 the resolution no. 

(2191) that states “Gravely concerned at the lack of effective implementation of its resolutions 

(2139) 2014 and (2165) 2014 by the parties to the Syrian domestic conflict, recalling in this 

regard their legal obligations under international humanitarian law and international human 

rights law, as well as all the relevant decisions of the Security Council, including by ceasing all 

attacks against civilians and civilian objects, including those involving attacks on schools, medical 

facilities and the deliberate interruptions of water supply, the indiscriminate use of weapons, 

including artillery, barrel bombs and airstrikes, indiscriminate shelling by mortars, car bombs, 

suicide attacks and tunnel bombs, as well as the use of starvation of civilians as a method of 

combat, including by the besiegement of populated areas, and the widespread use of torture, ill-

treatment, arbitrary executions, extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, sexual and 

gender-based violence as well as all grave violations and abuses committed against children, 

violations of international humanitarian law” 

According to Rule no. (117) of the Customary International Humanitarian Law “Each party to 

the conflict must take all feasible measures to 

account for persons reported missing as a result of armed conflict and must 

provide their family members with any information it has on their fate”  

The (15)th article of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment, that was adopted by the Syrian government on July 1st 2004, that 

states “Each State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to have been made 

http://jfldz.org/
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/WebART/365-570006
https://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-conventions/overview-geneva-conventions.htm
https://www.icrc.org/eng/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-conventions/overview-geneva-conventions.htm
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N14/700/22/PDF/N1470022.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/customary-international-humanitarian-law-i-icrc-eng.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CAT.aspx
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as a result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any proceedings, except against a 

person accused of torture as evidence that the statement was made." 
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Seventh: Detention and Torture Practiced by 

Syrian Security Apparatuses 

Before March 15th 2011 

The file of political detentions in Syrian, and particularly in Deir Ezzor, did not exist by on March 

15th 2011, it was existing since the beginning of rule of Al Baath Party and Assad the father; the 

security apparatuses were unleashed for practicing all types of suppression as the members of 

these apparatuses were immune from prosecution as stated by Article(16)th of Decree (14)th in 

1969; any prosecution of security members shall be approved by the same security apparatus. 

Since Hafez Al Assad came into power until 2011, hundreds of citizens from Deir Ezzor have 

been detained for political reasons. Some of them were released, others were killed in the 

detention centers, and others still have unknown destiny. 

In an interview with JFL, Mohammad Al Ahmad, who was detained twice before 2011, revealed 

the treatment of the Syrian Security Apparatuses with the detainees as he confirmed that he 

was tortured during his first and second period of detention 1999-2010. 

Mohammad Al Ahmad, a nickname: “I was detained for the first time by the Airforce Intelligence 

in Deir Ezzor by the charge of being affiliated to AlTahrir Party, where they broke into my house 

and brought me to the headquarter. I stayed under detention for nine months, fifteen days in 

Deir Ezzor. Then, they sent me to the main headquarter in AlQassa’a and Bab Touma , Damascus 

 

 

http://jfldz.org/
https://jfldz.org/


Justice for Life 

JFLDZ.org                                                                                                                                                       14 

“During the first fifteen days in Deir Ezzor headquarter, I was investigated 

for three times. Each investigation session was about two hours, the 

torture was by the tyre and the electricity cable on the feet along with 

insulting me and cursing religious sacrileges. I was blindfolded and my 

hands were cuffed from behind. During one of sessions, the lock of the 

handcuff stitched in my back due to the beating as my hands were 

handcuffed from behind. I have a scar with pain until this moment." 

 

He added:” I was accused of being affiliated to AlTahrir PartY despite the fact that I have never 

been affiliated. They put me in a dark and cold cell with a space of four squared meters. They 

were offering us food and water. They were beating me whenever I go out to the restroom. 

They were preventing us from prayer” 

Mohammad talked about the indiscrimination of the security apparatuses in treating between 

elderly and young, sick or healthy; 

 

“I was moved with a number of detainees to Damascus by very bad buses. 
We were received by “Ghazi Al Askar”, a member of General Intelligence 
from AlMayadin city, with insults. They entered us to a narrow cell and gave 

us a jug for peeing. There was a 20-year-old detainee named Ismael who 

was a cancer patient. The jail administration did not provide him with the 

required treatment despite the advice of the jail doctor, who was visiting us 

once a week, that his condition is bad and he has to be released. I heard 

that he passed away after months of his release. There was a 70-year-old 

blind man from Manbij city." 

 

Mohammad was released in September 2000 by a presidential amnesty after ten months in 

detention. He was forced to sign on a pledge that he will never back to practice any prevented 

political or religious activities. Based on testimonies of survivals that were interviewed by JFL 

http://jfldz.org/
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who were detained during the last two years of rule of Assad the father, JFL noticed a relative 

difference in the treatment of Syrina Security Apparatuses with the detainees in comparison 

with those who were detained after 2008. JFL believes that it was relatively good before 2000. It 

was a part of the plan of inheriting the power to Assad the son. 

In this context, the survival Mohammad Al Ahmad narrated about his second period of 

detention in 2010 by the Political Security in Deir Ezzor:” I stayed in Deir Ezzor for about ten 

days. Two investigation sessions were conducted with me by Lieutenant Colonel Ghiath 

Swiadan, I was insulted, beaten, and threatened. I was blindfolded and handcuffed. They moved 

me to AlFaihaa branch in Damascus. I stayed there for one month in an individual cell with a 

toilet. It was completely dark. Four investigation sessions were conducted with me where I 

received beating from security members." 

He added: “the torturing was too extensive and I was hearing the voices of the tortured from 

the torture square, which is an outdoor space, where the members were using electricity sticks 

and pouring cold water on the naked bodies of the detainees in winter. I saw an Egyptian young 

man in the same prison as we were hearing his voice while he was receiving torture."  

The, I was sent to Palestine branch (235) which is located in AlQazzaz neighborhood in 

Damascus. In this security branch, they were calling us by numbers not by our names, my 

number was (11). I spent the last ten days in the basement of the security branch which is 

allocated for torturing. I spent this period standing on my feet. We were eating while we stand 

up and handcuffed. Going to restroom was depending on the mood of the prison guards. I heard 

from my prison-mates that there are special places for torturing Syrian and Lebanese women in 

the same security branch." 
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The witness continues narrating the torturing cases that he was witnessing;  

“I saw a 30-year-old man named Rami from Aleppo city who has the 

American citizenship. It was the first time he visited Syria. Security Officers 

were supervising his torture. He was beaten by scourge and poured by 

water. He was accused of being an agent for USA. He was prevented from 

peeing, so he was peeing on himself. He was cursing the Syrian president, 

Bashar Al Assad and his regime while was receiving torture." 

 

Aftermath, Mohammad was moved to AlMazza Airforce Intelligence branch. He witnessed 

detainees being starved by security members. Other detainees told him that “they were beaten 

200-300 times by scourge at each session of investigation." 

The survival continues describing the condition of the detention center as a very cold and dirty 

place so many detainees had scab. Big boils in most of his body appeared. He continued treating 

himself for three months after he was released on March 12th, 2011.  

In another interview with Amer Al Mohammad who talked about his three-times detention; the 

first and second ones by the Syrian Security Apparatuses that are based in Lebanon. He 

mentioned an irony in his first detention that he was accused of being affiliated to Muslim 

Brotherhood, and he was released with 500 of Muslim Brotherhood members. 

The Syrian Security Apparatuses was pursuing the opposition in Syria and Lebanon. There were 

Lebanese militias entitled “Nassiri Public Organization." He added: “I was arrested for the third 

time in 1986 by the NPO that handed me to the first checkpoint on the costal road. I was beaten 

and tortured by sergeant called Abo Ali Kenaan despite the fact that I was sick. 

Then, I was moved to Beirut Security department and then to investigation department that was 

headed by Lieutenant Colonel Ameer Talla, he was in charge of torturing in this department, in 

the western Beirut, AlRamla AlBaidha neighborhood. There were Lebanese detainees, Muslims 

and Christians, Palestinians, and other nationalities. The torture was unbearable. I saw two 

people who died under torture; one is Palestinian and the other is Christian Lebanese from the 

eastern area. There were a lot of women, most of them were Palestinians.  

http://jfldz.org/
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Aftermath, I was transformed to Anjar area and I met an investigation committee including, 

Ghazi Kinan, Aref Adnan, Dirgham Yunus, Mohammad Al Shaar, and many officers. Then, I was 

moved to Anjar prison that was headed by Yusuf Al Abed, AKA Yusuf the prophet, who became a 

head of an investigation departments in Syria later. In this prison, the torture was extreme more 

than any place in the world. The aim of torturing was to admit one the of the accusations; being 

e member of Muslim Brotherhood, right wing of Iraqi Baath, or being affiliated to the deviant 

Right Arafati group."  

The Survival was transformed to many security branches in 1987. These branches were headed 

by Fouad Nassif, Hisham Bikhityar, and Madhar Faris. He received psychological and physical 

tortures. He met in Palestine Branch Hikmat Shihabi and Ali Douba. Amer talked about Palmyra 

prison;  

 

“the prison guard stepped on my face and broke my teeth, my face was 
bleeding. I asked him to give me medicine. He asked me where is your 

wound? He ordered me to lay and called other prisoners for opening my 

mouth. He urinated in my mouth." 

The Syrian Security Apparatuses ordered Amer to show up on the Syrian or Lebanese official 

channels and thank the Syrian president, and to express his regret in exchange with giving Amer 

a passport or a flat or a shop in Damascus. However, Amer refused their offer. 

Amer talked about his release “ in September 29th 2013, I was released by a medical report 

issued by the Arab Observers Team. I was in the prison of the Police Hospital in Harasta. My 

name was with Anwar Malik. Since the Syrian president issued decrees including for those who 

have terminal illness. The medical committee of the hospital stated that I will never live for 

more than six months. The hospital manager said “ let him die in his family’s house, otherwise 

they will consider him as hero or an icon that is demanded by the UN." Then, one doctor turned 

to me, with a rank of General, and told me “ you will cluck like hen from a hospital to another, 

from a pharmacy to another, you will beg with your family to get the money of your medicine. 

We will not treat you since it is too expensive." 

 Aftermath March 15th 2011 

http://jfldz.org/
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After the public protests in Syria, and particularly in Deir Ezzor, the main security apparatuses ( 

Military Intelligence, State Security, Airforce Intelligence, and Political Intelligence) have used 

different types of oppressive means for suppress these protests as the detention space 

increased for civilians who participated in these demonstrations. The torturing of detainees 

increased in order to convey a message to the protestors for stepping back. After March 18th , 

huge numbers of civilians were arrested. The more demonstrations on the streets, the more 

detainees in the prisons. The detentions included women and children. 

Methods of torture: 

The Syrian Security Apparatuses practiced various types of psychological and physical torture 

and mistreatment towards the detainees by using different means in order to push them to 

admit the accusations. Mohammad Al Ahmad says in this context: “ I was blindfolded and 

handcuffed. They were beating my back by cable during investigation sessions. I saw detainees 

who were hung for long time, they were screaming of pain, the place of torturing was like a 

human slaughterhouse." Abdo, a nickname, says “ they were beating me by sticks despite their 

knowledge of being sick. They refused to treat me. They were putting off their cigarettes on my 

body, trasering me. The prison guards did not care about prisoners who have chronic diseases 

such as asthma, diabetic, and hear diseases." The mother of Murtada, who was killed by 

warplanes shelling on AlShaddadi, and was arrested for three times”  

“My son Murtada was tortured by sharp objects and Taser. They burnt his 

foot after putting a thermal machine like steamer on it until bleeding. The 

torture session lasted for more than seven hours." 

 

One of the tools that are used by the Syrian Security Apparatuses for pressuring on the 

detainees psychologically and physically is that the solitary is dirty and dark. Moreover, the 

detainees were delayed or prevented from going to restrooms along with providing them with 

insufficient quantity of food. 

In an interview with the survival Mohammad Jabbar Alloush, he talked about his experience “ 

we were put in small, dirty and dark solitaries and were prevented to make any sound. They 

were providing us with small quantities of bad food. As for restrooms, it was like a solitary that 
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we were going twice a day for leak, each time is not more than two minutes, and we get beaten 

at every time." 

The members of the Security Apparatuses were forcing the detainees to watch the torturing of 

others in order to scare them. Mohammad Alloush continues: 

“I was watching one of my friend hung in the passage with blooded face 

every time I go to restroom. I was hearing his screams of pain." 

 

The detectives of the Syrian Security Apparatuses refuse the answers of the detainees unless 

they admit the accusations. Saber Jabbar, a nickname, is a previous detainee says “ every single 

word I was saying was a lie according to the detective. I was forced, as a result of torture, to say 

specific statements and to sign out on papers that I would not agree on their contents like 

papers that include my accusation of being a protester and shouting against our country besides 

funding the protestors." 

The prison guards were insisting on beating the detainees on sensitive places of their bodies 

frequently in order to cause more harm. In an interview with the survival Badee Al Hasan, he 

says: 

“They used a metal object like steamer in beating my head causing a big 

wound. They stitched me with about twenty stitches. There were some 

fractures in my back. They burnt my pubic and penis with spray and 

cigarettes. They put stick in my anus. They did not hospitalize me until I 

blacked out. After I woke up, the nurse of the military hospital told me that 

he got me out from cold storage where the security members put me in as 

they thought me dead." 

 

Some detainees got diseases due to the extreme torture. Othman Mhameed, a nickname, says: 

“there was a doctor from Dara’a with me, he lost his mind due to torture." 
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The witness A.J. says: 

“there were doctors, engineers, and university students in the prison. 

Some students had swellings in their backs due to torture. Everyday some 

of them dies as a result of torture and the refusal of security members to 

bring medicine to them. I was trying, with the detained doctors, to find 

solutions for the sick students by buying medicine from the guards. We 

could create combination and treat some critical cases." 

 

2-Victims under torture: 

Torturing detainees by Syrian government in their prisons, led to the death of many of them, 

including children, in an interview with one of T R relatives who died under torture at the age of 

(17) claimed to Observatory of Justice” :The victim has never participated in demonstrations or 

protests, in early 2012 has been arrested in Panorama regime road block (checkpoint) southern 

entrance of Deir Ezzor city while moving from opposition-held areas to regime controlled ones. 

Checkpoint military members beat him with cursing, then transferred him to Military Security 

department in the city. Then,  they call for him in the third day and forwarded a fake charge as 

dealing with free Syrian army, then he was arrested in a very small solitary jail which is not 

enough even to sleep in as most times was crucified, beating him was concentrated on his face, 

kidneys and his bones joints, he lost his consciousness many times in the torturing room while 

investigation, though they were transferred him to the cell not in to the hospital." 

(T-R) denied all accusations forwarded to him although the intensive torturing to force him 

confessing. 

Then he was transferred to the military hospital in Deir Ezzor after losing his consciousness in 

one torturing session so jailers thought he died, (T-R) said: 
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The victim remained in the hospital for a week, one of his kidneys has 

severely damaged, in addition to sight weakness due to repeated beating on 

his eyes. Doctors in the military department demanded to free him because 

of his deteriorated health situation but they refused, finally they released 

him after paying a bribe to military members by the detainee father. So, they 

set free him after two months of arresting 

 

Released detainees do not dare to presence in governmental-held areas for not to be arrested 

again, they often change their residence place and sometimes they move to another province 

escaping from security forces. 

(T-R) parents treated him in a private hospital and bringing doctors to his home to avoid going to 

governmental hospitals fearing of arrest him again. They even emigrated to Al-Raqqa province 

which was still under government control because of their fear about the future of (T-R). 

Unfortunately, Governmental security forces re-arrested (T-R) again in July 2012 in Al-Raqqa 

province after (4) months of releasing. They accused him of funding opposition armed groups 

when they found with him about (1.50000) S.P, this was the cost of selling sheep's skins in the 

cars he works in, he was transferred to the State security department in Deir Ezzor next day 

where he has been severely beaten . On of (T-R) relatives said: “(T-R) was arrested in a cell full of 

other detainees, many dangerous diseases were spreading in the detainees as skin diseases, lice 

and scabies due to poor hygiene care and because of leaving them without treatment, they 

were sleeping also as side because of the narrow cell and the large number of detainees."   

The victim was severely tortured on a daily basis, as one of (T-R) said to the observatory: 
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"After about six months, we received a telephone call from the State 

Security department  in Damascus and asked us to come to the department  

to receive (T-R) because a presidential pardon has done to him, so we went 

to the branch to pick him up, but they mocked at us and told us they killed 

him under torture, we also got information  from people who had been 

prisoned with him that some of the State security members in Damascus 

used sharp machines in torturing him as (knife), put out his fingernails, and 

then they gouge out his eyes during one torturing session, he was 

quadriplegic and they refused treating him, pus was coming out the from 

various parts of his body. 

 Nothing has been handed over to his family as his body, ID or anything he 

was own." 

 

3.  Women detention: 

Women in Deir Ezzor did not have the immunity from being arrested by regime security forces 

since the charges against them was about supporting persons connected to opposition armed 

groups or their sons to be fighters and sometimes accusing them engaging in protestation or 

(demonstrations) without the slightest consideration of health status or social status for 

detainees. 

In this regard, Rawiya (nickname) told the Observatory researchers: "My husband and I was 

arrested because of hosting a person accused by having relationship with free army, I did not 

know the reason of arresting me before, but an investigator told me after arresting me, they 

beat us strongly in front of our children and prevented me from changing my clothes or wear my 

Hijab, my children remained with neighbor's home. " 

Rawiya added: "security forces separated me from my husband and put me in a scary solitary 

cell, I was severely beaten, tortured and crucified -The crucifying session were taking about four 

to five hours, I was hearing the sound of the other women prisoners when torturing them, 

jailers refused to bring medicines and drugs to me after been injured due to severe torture." 
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While informing us about the reasons of arresting her,  Maria told us (not her real name): " I was 

arrested in one of regime security checkpoint because they found a paper from my son in my 

pocket, it tells that he joined the free army, they struck my head harshly till blood came out of it  

and threatened me with death if my son did not give up himself to the security services although 

I did not know anything about my son joining the free army. The cell was filled with rats, and I 

was afraid to be injured by plague. " 

Maria was released and was punished for kicking her out from her job. 

 Security forces do not show any document or an arrest notice for the accused person, as they 

are arresting on suspicion (not the real persons they want) and in large numbers, including old 

aged women as they also threaten them to arrest their children. 

Duha AlDalo a previous detainee by regime security forces says: 

"I was arrested by the military security department in the city of Deir Ezzor, 

accusing me of participation in peaceful protests, and without presenting 

any document notice for arresting me, they took me to the prison, a (70) 

years old woman was arrested along with fifteen women, They  threatened 

to arrest my children and my husband if I do not admit the charges they 

accused me in, they gave me a stop-arresting statement after releasing  

from Deir Ezzor civil prison". 

 

 

4 - Detention centers: 

Many witnesses identified detention centers they were arrested in, it was the same centers 

especially with regard to security branches in Deir Ezzor city and Palestine security department 

in Damascus. 

The most prominent detention center followed to regime security forces as determined by 

released detainees and their families: 

In Deir Ezzor city: 
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Security departments located within the city, as Military intelligence and the security 

detachment affiliate which has been controlled by FSA in the beginning of the armed fighting- 

Air Force Intelligence- State Security - Political Security in addition to the central prison in Deir 

Ezzor. 

Detention centers in Damascus: 

General Intelligence Directorate and the (235) section also called Palestine branch and Al-Fayhaa 

Branch followed to Division of Political Security. 

.  Persons Responsible for torture: 

 Many survivors were able to identify the officers and investigators in the Syrian security 

detention centers, who were responsible for torturing them physically and psychologically as 

they were responsible for issuing orders to exercise ugly ways of torturing, some of them were 

killed or died and some of them are still alive and in command centers as the following: 

-Ghazi Askar/Almyadeen – member in General Directorate of Intelligence in Damascus in 1999. 

-Mohammad Barrak from DierEzzor-element in the Political Security branch in the city of Deir 

Ezzor 2010. 

-Colonel Ghyath Sweden -officer in the Political Security branch in the city of Deir Ezzor and 

head of the security committee in 2012 in Deir Ezzor. 

- Da'as Da'as -head of State Security branch in the city of Deir Ezzor. 

- The investigators Housam and Sameer from the State Security branch in Qamishli in 2013. 

-investigator Bassam Air Force Intelligence Branch in the city of Deir Ezzor. 

- Ahmed Hammoud from Jableh city. 

-Abu Ali Kanaan – Rumaila security center on the coastal road in Lebanon in 1986. 

-colonel Amir Hill investigation department in Beirut in 1986. 

- Ghazi Kanaan 

-Arif Adnan Blolo Deputy of Ghazi Kanaan 
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Colonel Durgham Younis, in charge of military security in the security and surveillance 

department in the Syrian intelligence in Lebanon. 

- Colonel Mohammed logo Prime detachment/ Chtaura Security - Syrian Interior Minister offline. 

- Abdullah responsible for Ghazi Kanaan archive and documentation. 

- Yousef Abed called also Nabi Yousef -headed Anjar prison in the onion factory followed to the 

Syrian security services in 1986 

- Fouad Nasif-Branch (225) located in Abu Rummana 1987 

- Hisham Akhtiar -region branch in 1987 

-Muzhar Fares head of the Palestine Branch, 1987 

- Hikmat Shihabi, and Major General Ali Duba and General Hassan Khalil in prison Staff Branch. 

 

Eighth: Arresting cases and torturing by Jabhat 

Alnusra and Ahrar AL sham: 

A. Arbitrary arrests: 

“Fatah al-Sham (known as Alnusra front before) and "Ahrar al-Sham" when they were in outside 

the control of government forces areas in Deir Ezzor province has arbitrarily arrested in an 

improper way to large number of civilians accusing them of dealing with ISIS and regime forces, 

as they did not show reasons of arresting people, as they were beating sometimes some of the 

detainees, especially when asking about the reason for the arrest. 

Mohammed Badi al-Hassan, a former detainee at the Alnusra front said: "In the s June 2014 I 

went from AlRaqqa city in my car filled with  food towards Almyadeen city to sell it  there, I 

spent that night in one of my friends home, at three o'clock AM, Six cars surrounded the house, 

they entered suddenly to the house, and read our names and told us: You are wanted to 

investigation, we were taken to the Central prison in Almyadeen city, without showing any 

arrest notice .they sent me to a large dormitory where I found about 25 other detainees there. " 
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Red Indicator location /Almyadeen city - southeast of Deir Ezzor  

He keeps talking: "On the second day I knocked on the dormitory door investigating about the 

reason for my arrest, then the jailer called Manna from Almyadeen, violently hit me on my face 

and my back with electric cable without answering my question." 

In the same context Ammar says (nickname), from Hermosheh village in the western 

countryside of Deir Ezzor said: " they arrested me and my father, they also took the car without 

informing us the reason for the arrest, and then they put us on a bus closed in an inappropriate 

manner, and whenever we ask them about arrest  reasons, they were uttering bad and harsh 

words, sometimes  beating and threaten us, we were surprised with another 20 persons from 

the village in the same bus, most of them young people, and when we asked them about the 
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reason of arresting them, they answer that they had been arrested from roads without any 

reason. " 

Duration of detention is often in the two parties are for several days before releasing them.  

kidnapping: 

The treatment became totally different between Gabhit “Fatih Al Sham” (Alnosra) with opinion 

makers, activists and civilians who reject its approach. So, they recruit people to follow, threaten 

and kidnap some of them in order to dissuade them from their activity as it accuses of 

secularism. 

Faisal Mustafa, an activist from Deir Ezzor and former kidnapped in “Jabhit Alnosrah” says: "I 

was in the informal headquarter of a civil society organization in the Deir Ezzor city, six masked 

members and gunmen entered but I knew them (Naaman Alhnt a leader of Jabhit Alnosrah and 

Muzahim Sarawi, a member in the raid group Abu Abdullah, a legal Tunisian in Aljabha). 

They checked the house, took the mobiles, and the Tunisian   told us: "Do you want 

democracy?", they took us to the former Department of Agriculture building opposite the 

electricity company (we knew the place by the paper on the ground), did not allow us to serve 

our needs, and they told us: "Who wants to spend his needs, there is a sanitation there  ", and 

threatened us slaughter. 

They divided the detainees into two parts: first, I was of them and put us in a grain building far 

seven kilometers from the road , and the second in the mill located shortly after the grain 

building. " 

The members of “Jabhit Alnosrah” carried out executions against the members of “ISIS” arrested 

during the battles between the two parties. 
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Faisal says to the observatory: 

"In the period that remained in the grain building, they brought prisoners 

from “ISIS”. I could hear the prisoners screaming " remain , remain  "and 

heard the sound of bullets, then I asked the jailer said to me: We are 

conducting the excursion for  “ISIS”  and I estimated the number of 
executions was 7." 

 

Aljabha had secret prisons in Deir Ezzor where detainees placed , but their accusations are not 

known . These prisons were  built in the old agriculture building (the same building where Faisal 

was detained , but they put him on the top floor) . There was a prison in Alroshdeya 

neighborhood, and the third in the new post office in the neighborhood of Hamidiya . This was 

well known  prison after the bombing and flames where one of the prisoners died burned to 

death .There is torture in these prisons and the majority of the prisoners from the countryside 

Deir Ezzor, also they were practicing torture in Shariah prisons in Deir Ezzor city, and each 

detainee or supplements by them has a paper at the security office for Aljabha, It is a security 

study. 
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Ninth: Cases of Detention and Torture by ISIS: 

“ISIS” has controlled over most of Deir Ezzor City through imposing its authority and ending all 

forms of civil and military activity that existed before entering. At the beginning, “ISIS” has 

started coordinating some meetings with activists and asking them joining to “ISIS”,  in addition 

to allowing the fighters in the  civilian sectors to remain in their place where they are supported 

by arm and fund , but this situation did not last as “ISIS” imposed several months later, 

"allegiance" to everyone and closed schools and prevent the work of the medical organizations.  

Military detention: 

“ISIS” has arrested a number of the leaders of the armed factions in Deir Ezzor City even before 

the full control over the province . Leaders ' names were existed in the regulations required for  

“ISIS” , as well as , they  recruited informers for  controlling those leaders. 

 Justice Observatory has met with Obeida / pseudonym / a leader of the battalion in the 

Almyadin town, where he spoke about the way his arrest and treatment of ISIS members with 

him, saying: "I went out of Almyadin town toward Turkey, then the car stopped at Rusafa 

checkpoint near Raqqa city, away from Mansoura town about 20 km, a masked man related to 

“ISIS” came and said to me: "Get off Abu al-Walled" (which is my nickname in Almyadin town ), 

then i have realized i am the required person  , then they took me to the prison . 

After that, Abu Musab Jazrawi, who is one of the leaders of “ISIS” of the Gulf (Saudi Arabia) 

asking about our accusations, then they started to beat us with electrical sticks everywhere in 

the body except the head (they were prevented beating on the head) and sensitive parts.                         
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The red indicator is Mansoura town in the Raqqa province  

Obeida talks about executions have taken place while he was in prison: 

"Judge Abu Abdurrahman - Tunisian citizenship - came with a number of 

members, and get out (11) people including three students from Hasaka 

and Rmelan and among them there is someone is called Malik. The next 

day, the service group came (which is about the detainees are detained 

service and rotated by detainees all). There was a detainee committed to 

“ISIS” from   Jrabuls where he came back and told us: "I saw the bags of 
people who took them out yesterday at the scene and “ISIS” has  executed 
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them, and he knows that acting this way is a sign of  liquidation of 

detainees " and in the same day a woman came to the prison asking “ISIS” 
members that she has a son named Malik, one of them called Abu-Osama 

Iraqi, the head of the detention center and telecommunications engineer, 

replied her " we do not have that name and go Look for it in another 

prison" 

 

Torture Methods: 

The detainees in the ISIS’s prisons suffer from several humanitarian situations. This is considered 

as a one of the means of psychological pressure for torture, and this was confirmed to the 

observatory by the survivor Abu Mahmoud / pseudonym / said: 

“The jailer punishes the detainees to the degree, in which, if the detainee 
sees a dirty water, he will be ready to drink, and if someone asked water or 

food, this order turns to tutoring the detainee. The meals are sometimes 

good and sometimes bad.” 

 

He continues saying: "getting outside the cell for ventilation was forbidden except if there is an 

investigation where the detainee is handcuffed and blindfolded. There was no treatment or 

medicine for the detainees, and they take the patient to the hospital only in case of fainting.  

The ISIS's prisons have different types of torture implementing to detainees  and brutality aimed 

at forcing detainees to tell investigators what the investigator wants and  in this regard says Abu 

Mahmoud: 

"During the period of detention , I had been beaten and tortured, and the 

most way they conducted is : When they put my hands behind my back and 

brought a crane, then hold my hands until I was totally up the ground, I did 

not feel my head, and the investigator was asking me but I do not know 
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how and what I should answer, because I did not care of  the question or 

answer him other than my pain was controlled me at that moment, as well 

as, continuous beating with cables  where I'm in this situation. There were 

two investigators conducting the investigation with me, Abu Mohammed 

from Taianh, and Mustafa Al-khalaf, his nickname Mansour Farris, from 

Baloum in Mayadin town living in Altabka town in Al-Raqqa  province" 

 

- Civilians arrest after they came out of government control areas: 

 

“ISIS” Besieged the government-controlled neighborhoods since the date of January 5, 2015 as 

to prevent the entry of people and food to them, while there were a detained to the young 

people who are coming out of these neighborhoods under the pretext of investigating them as if 

they were working for the government forces, 

Murhaf says to the  Observatory: "When we left I and a group of civilians to areas of regime 

control and we entered the areas  that controlled by “ISIS”, we have stopped At “ISIS” 

checkpoint barrier where “ISIS” group of the barrier searched us and then arrested youth, 

including myself, we were taken to a detention center in the town of ALShammaitih And i 

interrogated by someone named Ahmed Al Amer from Hamidiya neighborhood from Deir Ezzor, 

and accused me of belonging to the national defense group, and they heaped on the beat with a 

set of elements with sticks and iron bars. " 

Murhaf adds: "They took me to the judge, and I could not deny the charges against to me 

because of the fear of torturing me again." 

“ISIS” subjecting Murhaf and a number of detainees with him for the session’s legitimacy, were 

released later. 

Huzaifa confirms - a fugitive from “ISIS” prison and sentenced to death by “ISIS”: 

"After the arrest by members of “ISIS” as soon as I came out of government control areas, was 

interrogated and tortured me and judge the punishment on charges of insulting the "Islamic 
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state" and disbelief, and they give me the orange suit, and they killed two people in front of me 

on a daily basis, with a view torturing me psychologically." 

Huzaifa was able to escape while performing dawn prayers with a group of elements and 

detainees at a mosque near the prison, where they oblivious to the “ISIS” groups and go to 

another village and then went out to the outside Deir Ezzor province without any identification 

because “ISIS” confiscated. 

The missing people forcibly in ISIS's prisons: 

There are still a lot of detainees missing forcibly by “ISIS” group without knowing any related 

decision about them and they refuse to declare their presence in ISIS's prisons. Rami says that 

his missing nephew, Kamil, detained in ISIS's prisons: 

“More than one year ago, some masked men belonged to “ISIS” group arrested Kamil because 

of fake accusations, and since he was arrested up to this moment, we do not know his presence, 

although we get information from ISIS's released detainees confirmed that they saw Kamil and 

he is still alive, but “ISIS” organization refuses to answer any question regarding Kamil or his 

presence.” 
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Tenth: The Recommendations: 

● First - Syrian government: 

A - Take the necessary measures urgently to protect the lives of those in custody and issue 

orders to the security forces and militias associated to stop all forms of ill-treatment of 

detainees and the torture and murder under torture and enforced disappearances. 

B - A moratorium on all death sentences issued by various Syrian courts, and especially the 

military field court. 

C - Allow the access of the International Committee of the Red Cross and INGOs to all secret and 

open detention centers. 

D - Allow the International Independent Investigation Commission on Syria to the Syrian 

territories and the need to cooperate with them to conduct extensive investigations on various 

detention centers and forced disappearances and murder under torture. 

E - The release of prisoners of conscience in Syria, and all those detained arbitrarily, especially 

women and children. 

And - stop the practice of solitary confinement and allow detainees to communicate with their 

families and ensure that they receive a fair trial and health care. 

F - The release of all those detained on the basis of confessions extracted under torture. 

- Delivered the bodies of torture victims to their families in a way that respects the dignity of the 

deceased and his family. 

G - Repeal all legislative decrees that provide immunity to the elements of the security forces 

and allow to sue them in national courts. 

● Second:  The armed opposition and the Front factions " Fatah al-Sham" (the victory 

earlier) and state regulation: 

A - Adhere to international standards of humanitarian law and international human rights law, 

all international treaties and conventions applicable during conflicts. 

B - Stop the abductions, hostage-taking and arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances and 

clarify the fate of all the detainees. 

C - Stop the torture and ill-treatment within the public and secret prisons. 

D - Stop all kidnappings, torture and enforced disappearance on religious or ethnic background 

based operations. 
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● Third: The Security Council on Syria UN envoy: 

A - The pressure on the Syrian government and armed groups to stop the practice of detention 

and torture while in detention. 

B - The adoption of sanctions against individuals and groups suspected of being responsible for 

the detention, torture and forced disappearances. 

D - The pressure on the Syrian government to submit lists include all detainees in its prisons 

overt and covert as a first step to reveal the fate and release. 

E - The pressure on the Syrian government to give the right of defense of the detainees have. 

And - the pressure on the Syrian government to allow the internationally recognized 

organizations to inspect places of detention, secret and overt. 

Z - Ensure the application of paragraph 12 of Resolution No. (2254) Adopted by the Security 

Council at its No. (7588) held on December 18 / December 2015, which stipulates the obligation 

to release any detained arbitrarily, especially women and children. 

K - Claim and United Nations agencies, international organizations and those working on cases 

of torture and detention, particularly the establishment of medical and psychological support 

for survivors of detention and torture in Syria, programs and public private province of Deir 

Ezzor. 

For - use the influence of the Security Council member countries, especially the United States 

and Russia to ensure respect Common Article Three of the Geneva Conventions. 

 Fourth - the international community: 

Demanding justice and the governments of countries in the world Observatory abide by 

international humanitarian law regarding the prosecution and extradition of suspected war on 

its territory, including the principle of universal jurisdiction in the case of crimes took effect, and 

modify national laws in line and to achieve this requirement. 
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