


Deir Ezzor in the Equation of War on Terrorism                                                                    JFL.ngo 

 

1 

 

 

 

Deir Ezzor  

in the Equation of War on Terrorism  

 

 

March 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jfl.ngo/


Deir Ezzor in the Equation of War on Terrorism                                                                    JFL.ngo 

 

2 

 

 

Contents 
Introduction: ................................................................................................................ 3 

First: The Current Reality of Deir Ezzor Province ............................................................... 4 

Second :The Strategic Importance of Deir Ezzor Province .................................................. 5 

Third: The Military Forces on the Outskirts of Deir Ezzor Province ...................................... 6 

Fifth: “Islamic State” Group.......................................................................................... 11 

Seventh: The Movements of Military Powers in the Outskirts if Deir Ezzor Province ........... 12 

The Future Possibilities and Available Opportunities ....................................................... 17 

Eighth: The Specificity of Deir Ezzor Province ................................................................. 18 

Conclusion ................................................................................................................. 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jfl.ngo/


Deir Ezzor in the Equation of War on Terrorism                                                                    JFL.ngo 

 

3 

 

 

Introduction: 

Since the announcement of the Islamic State group of the Caliphate State in its held 

areas in Syria and Iraq, the situations in Syria became more complicated than before 

such announcement. The tone of “war against terrorism” emerged simultaneously as 

a prominent political headline in the area by the local, regional, and international 

powers. This headline affected the track and title of the Syrian revolution. It also 

misstated violations against humanity that were committed by local parties, “Syrian 
regime” at their head, regional ones, “Iran” on the top, and international ones that 

represented by Russia and the states of anti-terrorism coalition. It also influenced 

considerably on the regional and international balances and strategies in the middle 

east as the escalation of “Islamic State” group constituted an opportunity for the 

upsurge of international and regional powers that made the policy of war on terrorism 

as an umbrella to manage underlying conflicts and a headline for implementing 

invasive political projects in the middle east, and Syria in particular. 

In the shed of the new and changing reality, Syria became linked with the conflict and 

rivalry of United States and Russia, geographically speaking, and with the dynamics 

and results of this conflict on the field level. 

The Syrian territories were turned into areas of direct influence of regional and 

international powers, or throughout local allies. These competitive powers are holding 

contradictory tactical understandings as required by their objectives and the 

geographical areas of influence and within the limits of powers balance, directions and 

interests of the main two actors. It does not seem that the policies of the two main 

actors, United States and Russia, have reached a strategic agreement in terms of the 

Syrian issue in general. Despite the influence of the Russian role in the Syrian 

territories making use of the diminishing of the American one, and the vigorous pursuit 

for controlling the understandings about the different areas of influence, yet, Russia is 

waiting for the clarity if the new American trends, which probably will not make a 

fundamental and essential change in the short term in these territories, which are 

widely scattered socially, religiously, and ethnically. Therefore, the race towards the 

control and capturing new influence areas that promotes the international and regional 
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projects in the Syrian territories through local allies will last to be imposed as a de 

facto on the form and nature of the future agreements and to gain as much as possible 

of political benefits. 

Deir Ezzor province, in the context of political factors, static and dynamic, forms an 

important competition for international and regional powers that seek to include it in 

their influence areas as the province enjoys an influential geopolitical location along 

with the essential sources for managing the local conflicts. Under any circumstances, 

the impact of the war on terrorism in Iraq cannot be separated from the social and 

political situations in Syria, and Deir Ezzor in particular, due to the similarity of 

overlapping social and political conditions in the two countries. In this context, the form 

and nature of the understandings of Syrian and Iraqi local actors affect after the battles 

of “Mosul and Raqqa”.  

First: The Current Reality of Deir Ezzor Province 

The province of Deir Ezzor is a home for 1692k people, 1237k of them have been 

inside the administrative space of the province until 20121. This number decreased 

remarkably due to influxes of displacement that have been imposed by the nature and 

conditions of the current war since June 22nd 2012, which were represented by the 

indiscriminate aerial bombardment of the Syrian regime forces, then by the violence 

and restrictions of the “Islamic State” group, along with the indiscriminate airstrikes of 
the anti-terror coalition and the Russian warplanes on the province. The estimated 

population who remained in the province is about 550k-600k people. Approximately 

75k-95k civilians are residing inside the “Syrian regime” held neighborhoods, that are 
besieged by “Islamic State” group2. 

The group of “Islamic State” has been controlling the majority of the province since 
the mid-July 2014. Whereas the “Syrian regime” and the allied militias, including the 
National Defense, Army of Tribes, Zein Al Abidin Brigade, Al Jaleel Forces, control the 

neighborhoods of Al Joura, Al Qusour, Al Villat, Ghazi Ayyash residents, and Harabish, 

                                                           
1 According to the Central Office for Censuses 2011 
2 The minimum number is based on JFL, and the maximum number is based on UN and SARC. 
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along with some military points such as Deir Ezzor military airport, Brigade 137, and 

Talae Al Ba’ath camp3. 

The “Islamic State” group has been laying a siege on the “Syrian regime” held areas 
since January 2015. It launches frequent offensives on these locations, the fiercest 

one were in January 2017 as the group could isolate the “Syrian regime” held areas 
from Deir Ezzor military airport and Harabish neighborhood. 

Second: The Strategic Importance of Deir Ezzor Province 

The province is considered the second largest Syrian province in terms of space4. 

It has been an important economic reservoir for decades according to the “Syrian 

Ba’ath regime” as it has important energy sources; there are the most abundant 

oil fields in the country which are Al Omar, Al Tanak, Al Ward, Al Tayem, and Al 

Jafra, along with the gas plant of Conico5. It is also a main center for the livestock 

in Syria as it is considered the second largest cattle center in Syria with 1850k 

ones. The desert of the province has grazing for the herds of Al Ghab, Al Nabek, 

and Al Qalamoun. The agricultural production in the province complements 

considerably the local production by producing the strategic harvests, either elated 

to food security, or related in supporting the agriculture-based products in Syria 

such as wheat, cotton, barley, and corn. This reflects the economic importance of 

the province, which is considered the richest and the most variable in terms of 

resources. The province provides the controlling power with sources of funds for 

complement the stability and reactivating the economic cycle in the area, and in 

Syria in general. 

Geopolitically, despite the fact that the majority of the province is liberated along 

with Al Raqqa and Aleppo northern and eastern countryside, the forces of 

revolution and political opposition missed the opportunity of investing it in a way 

that reflects positively on their political positions. However, in the light of new 

political conditions in the middle east as Iran controls the majority of the Iraqi 

                                                           
3 It was turned into a military camp by the Republic Guards in September 2012 
4 The space of Deir Ezzor province is about 33k km2 
5 The biggest gas plant in Syria which was constructed in 2001. In 2011 the plant was producing 145 

million feet of Gas per day to Jandar station as this quantity is about 40 % of electricity is Syria. 

Additionally, 450 tons per day of LPG is produced by the plant along with 5k barrels of condensates.   
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territories and dominates its policies, Russia has the upper hand in Syria, the 

United States controls Al Jazeera in northern Syria, the strategic importance of the 

local of Deir Ezzor province comes from the fact that it is the linkage of the Sunni 

Arab areas, staring from Aleppo province in the west until Nineveh and Al Anbar 

governorates in Iraq, in the east. Moreover, it is inter-related tribally with the Iraq 

tribes, and a number of tribes’ notables are linked with the Arab gulf states, 
especially Saudi Arabia. Therefore, the province of Deir Ezzor currently represents 

the geopolitical balance for the gulf states with the neighboring regional countries. 

For those reasons, along with the policy of the “Syrian regime” that is represented 
by controlling the city centers no matter how it costs, the importance of Deir Ezzor 

forms a geographical location with a distinguished military importance in the depth 

of the “Islamic State” held areas, especially the military airport that is considered 
a logistic supply base for linking the “Syrian regime” held areas6, along with a 

military base point for striking the locations and convoys the group. Under this 

headline, the regime promotes itself politically in order to represent itself as a 

partner in war on terrorism since the announcement of the international coalition. 

It seems that the Russians support this trend, which was clear in the Russian 

airstrikes in January 20177. 

 

Third: The Military Forces on the Outskirts of Deir Ezzor Province 

1- The Southern Front: 

- New Syrian Army: 

It was established in October 2015 by the Lieutenant Colonel Muhannad 

Al Talla’a8 with support by the US-led coalition along with Arab support 

of Jordan and UAE. “Authenticity and Development Front” played a vital 
                                                           

6 The Regime moved forces of Republic Guards and the tribal militias, led by Issam Zahreddin, to Al 

Hasakeh in June 2015 for countering the offensive of the “Islamic State” on the city. 
7 In January 21st, 2017, the Russian war jets Tu 22 and M3 participated for the first time in shelling the 

“Islamic State” location in the outskirts of Deir Ezzor military airport for countering its offensive 

towards the airport.  
8 A defected officer and the former leader of Deir Ezzor Revolutionary Military Council 
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role in establishing this faction as it is considered the political spokes 

party, as stated by its leader. The majority of “New Syrian Army” 
members is ex-fighters of FSA factions in Al Boukmal city, Deir Ezzor 

province. Those members were trained by British special forces in camps 

inside the Jordanian and Syrian territories. 

The “New Syrian Army” at the first military operations against the “Islamic 
State” group, in collaboration with the forces of “Ahmad Al Abdo”, and 
with air cover of the anti-terror coalition warplanes, was able to capture 

“Al Tanaf” crossing point on the Iraqi border, east of Homs. Whereas, it 

failed at its second battle, “Day of Earth”, for recapturing Al Boukmal city, 

after the international coalition let the members of “New Syria Army” 
down unexpectedly, as those members reached Al Hamdan military 

airport, on the southern outskirts of the city. 

“Authenticity and Development Front” defected from the “New Syrian 

Army” after the failure of the “Day of Earth” battle due to disagreements 
with Pentagon on the strategic plans and the organizational affairs of the 

“New Syrian Army” and the role of the front in the battle and the army9. 

- Ussud Al Sharqyya Army 

It is a military coalition for parts of military factions that withdrew from 

the province after the “Islamic State” group captured it. It consists of 

Authenticity and Development Front, Al Fateh Brigade, Al Ahwaz 

Brigade, Al Umma Shield Brigade, Ibn Al Qayten Brigade, Umar Al 

Mukhtar Brigade, Al Qadeseyya Brigade, Al Hamza Battalion, Ahfad 

Aisha Battalion, Abdullah bin Al Zubair Cluster, Bayariq Al Shuaytat, and 

Abo Obaida ibn Al Jarrah Battalion. These are a variable mixture of sons 

of Al Ikaydat tribe that untied in August 201410. It is funded by the Military 

Operation Cooperation in Jordan. The Army launched many battles 

against the “Islamic State” group in the Syrian desert and Eastern 
                                                           

9 As declared by the public relation coordinator to Al Mudun newspaper in August 8th 2016 
10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0RVsGs4gko 
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Qalamoun in coordination with FSA, especially Ahmad Al Abdo faction. 

It participated finitely in providing logistic support to “New Syrian Army” 
in its offensive on al Boukmal city.  

- “Syrian Regime” Forces and the Allied Militias: 

The “Syrian Regime” forces, the Brigade V11, and the allied militias; Al 

Radwan Battalion12, Al Jalil Forces13, are located southwest of Deir Ezzor 

on the road of Homs-Palmyra-Deir Ezzor. They are estimated in that 

front at 5000 fighters after mobilizing a part of the “Syrian Regime” forces 
from Aleppo city to the fighting fronts in the outskirts of the military airport 

of T4, in the eastern countryside of Homs. 

The “Syrian Regime” forces and the allied militias are launching fierce 

battles against the “Islamic State” group in the eastern countryside of 
Homs as they could advance in the outskirts of T4 airport and recaptured 

Palmyra city in March 2017 along with many villages and the areas such 

as Al Bayyarat, Al Duwa, Al Tar mountain, and Al Hayyal mountain. 

The Northern Front 

- Syrian Democratic Forces 

It is a military coalition that was officially announced in October 11th 

2015. It comprises 27 military factions of Kurds, Arabs, Syriac, Turkman, 

and Armenians. The People's Protection Units aka YPG14 is the corner 

stone of this coalition. The most prominent factions are; YPJ, Al-Sanadid 

                                                           
11 It was established in November 22nd 2016. It includes all local military factions outside the umbrella 

of the Syrian Army. 
12 The special forces of Hezbollah party. 
13 The military wing of the Palestinian movement of Shabab Al Awda which was established in April 

2015 by young men who came from the camps of Khan Dannoun and Al Yarmouk. They were trained 

by Iranian and Lebanese experts. It is headed by Fadi Mallah/Abo Al Fida. Its members about 2900 

fighters in Aleppo, Homs, Al Qalamoun, and Deir Ezzor city. 
14 The military wing of the Democratic Union Party, the Syrian branch of PKK. 
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Forces15, Syriac Military Council16, Al Jazeera Brigades Cluster17, Elite 

Forces18, Manbij Military Council, and Deir Ezzor Military Council19. 

SDF receive considerable fund from the United States and the 

International Coalition, and is considered as main local ally of the United 

States on the ground of Syria20. The announced objective of this coalition 

is to control the Syrian Jazeera from “Islamic State’ group. 

The fighters of Deir Ezzor province who are fighting under the flag of 

SDF are estimated about 700-9--, as the Elite Forces about 400-500 

fighters, most of them of Al Shuaytat tribe who entered the area in 

September 2015. They are working in coordination with SDF. Whereas 

the fighters of the Deir Ezzor Military Council are about 300-400. 

The Western Front 

-  “Syrian Regime” Forces and the Allied Militias: 

Those forces and militias, that are led by the colonel Suheil Al Hasan 

aka Tiger, along with The Brigade V, Hezbollah militias, Russian Military 

Battalion are located in Kuweires Military Airbase in Eastern countryside 

of Aleppo on the road of Aleppo-Raqqa-Deir Ezzor. These forces 

recently captured more than 70 villages and residential areas in Aleppo 

                                                           
15 Military faction of Shammar tribe, and headed by Hmaidi Dham Al Jarba, a former parliament 

member and the co-leader of Al Jazeera province. The military leader is Bandar Al Hadi Al Jarba. It is 

based in Tal Hamees and Tal Kojer. 
16 It was established in 2012 as the military wing of the Syriac Union Party. 
17 It consists of National Defense militias and Al Maghaweer militias that are linked with Bashar al 

Assad in Al Hasakeh province. 
18 It consists of tribes’ sons, especially Al Shuaitat and Shammar, and it is considered as the military 

wing of Al Ghad Al Souri movement which is headed by Ahmad Al Jarba, the former head of Syrian 

Coalition of Opposition and Revolutionary Forces. 
19 It consists of fighter from Deir Ezzor province within SDF who joined the forces under the name of 

Deir Ezzor Military Council in December 2016 headed by Ahmad Hamed Al Khbail who was leading a 

robbery group linked with Assad regime. He joined “Islamic State” , then fled to Turkey, then to SDF 
held areas. 
20 As stated by Senior Advisor at U.S. Department of State, Karen Decker, to activists from Raqqa and 

Deir Ezzor in Gaziantep, Turkey.  
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eastern countryside such as Tadef, Abo Taltal, and Al Khafsa, and they 

are located less than 5km away from the northwest of Deir Hafer. 

- Euphrates Shield Forces 

Are a military cluster for many FSA factions such as Al Hamza Division, 

Division XIII, Sham Legion, Sultan Murad Division, Nour al-Din al-Zenki 

Movement, Levant Front, and Ahrar Al Sharqia Cluster. They receive 

fund and support from the Turkish government and Special Forces 

Command along with aerial cover by the Turkish air force. 

Ahrar Al Sharqia Cluster was established in January 2016. It comprises 

fighters of Deir Ezzor province who were fighting in the factions that 

withdrew from the province after “Islamic State” captured it. The fighters 

were fighting under the flags of Al Bara bin Malek, Al Ahwaz Brigade, 

Dir Al Ansar Brigade, and Jund Al Tawheed. 

The majority of them are of Al Bakkar tribe, with small part of Al Busaraya 

tribe21. Recently, “The Cluster of al Ahfad” joined the forces, which was 

established in January 2017 by Al Mayadin city fighters. 

The participating factions in Euphrates Shield Operation launched a 

military operation against “Islamic State” group in northern and eastern 
countryside of Aleppo in August 24th 2016, from Jarabulus city on the 

Turkish border. These factions were able to establish control on vast 

territories such as Jarabulus, Al Bab, Al Rae, Qabbassin and Bza’a. 
The Eastern Front 

- The Popular Mobilization Forces 

Are military forces, and most of the members are from Shia component, 

which were established in July 13th 2014. It consists of two main parts; 

A- Shia Mobilization: consists of militias such as Badr Organization, 

Iraqi Hezbollah, Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq, Peace Companies and Saraya 

al-Khorasani- the cornerstone of the Popular Mobilization Forces- 

                                                           
21 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ah6imaOmpo 
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along with Al Jihad Al Kafae22, Kata'ib al-Imam Ali, and Abu al-

Fadl al-Abbas Forces. 

B- Sunni Mobilization: consists of National Mobilization that comprises 

fighters of Nineveh province23 along with the tribes’ sons of Al Anbar 
and Salah Eddin provinces. 

The fighters who are fighting under the umbrella of the Popular Mobilization 

Forces about 140k, the Sunni fighters about 15%. These forces could gain a 

political cover from the Iraqi parliament in December 2016 as an official security 

institution that is led by the commander in chief of the Iraqi armed forces. 

 

Fifth: “Islamic State” Group 

The field reality reflects the retreating status that the “Islamic State” group is 

living on many fighting fronts. These fronts caused remarkable human loses 

and vast territories in Iraq and Syria. These fight fonts are away from each 

other, which causes weakness for the group, especially after the death of most 

of its prominent military leaders. 

The military field imposes on the “Islamic State” leaders to change their 

strategies as required by the field development and the balance of powers in 

general in terms of retreating from some areas as they expect the losses of the 

battles, or to reduce the pressure by creating engagement zones with two 

enemies, as what happened in Al Bab city in Aleppo eastern countryside. The 

group fighters sometimes retreat in the battles with the regime forces, whereas 

they fight fiercely against the FSA factions. 

The group uses defensive strategies in some areas as it is related to the 

economic importance of the area and the loyalty of its residents, bearing in mind 

that the decreasing of the group held areas gives it more ability to stabilize in 

                                                           
22  Fatwa by Al Sistani in June 2014 for fighting the “Islamic State” in Iraq. 
23  It was established by the former governor of Mosul, Atheel Al Nujaifi, and it was trained by the 

Turkish army in Basheeqa camp. 
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terms of financial loads for ruling those areas, especially after losing many 

resources and smuggling and trading roads. 

Deir Ezzor: The Last Resort of the “Islamic State” Group 

The province of Deir Ezzor is about to be the main center of “Islamic State” 
group. It seems that the international and regional powers are pushing in this 

direction in order to lay the siege on the group in eastern Syria, Deir Ezzor and 

the Syrian desert. The province of Deir Ezzor is the last resort for the group 

fighters who retreat from the lost/will be lost areas in Iraq and Syria. The fighters 

are heading towards the province continuously and increasingly along with their 

families. The increasing number of the group fighters in the province will provide 

it with a big military force in a geographical area where it is easy to move fast 

and smoothly, more than before. Additionally, the leaders will be gathered and 

re-distributed in a more effective manner.   

Seventh: The Movements of Military Powers in the Outskirts if 

Deir Ezzor Province 

1- “Syrian Regime” Forces and the Allied Militias: 

Despite the control of “Syrian Regime” forces on Palmyra for the next 
time, it does not seem that they have the ability to advance towards the 

province of Deir Ezzor, currently at least, as in the southeastern side the 

“Syrian Regime” forces do not have the required human resources for 
launching a military campaign towards Deir Ezzor, and protecting 200km 

in the desert until their held areas in Deir Ezzor city. 

The military forces in the eastern side on the road of Aleppo- Raqqa- 

Deir Ezzor are moving freely making use of the absence of strategic 

international agreement, and the United States covers up these 

movements as it announced many times that the “Syrian Regime” forces 
are not allowed to control areas from the “Islamic State” group. The field 
developments in Aleppo eastern countryside indicates that there is a 
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temporarily understanding between the Russian and Americans as the 

“Syrian Regime” forces are advancing and pressuring on the “Islamic 
State” group and laying siege on Raqqa. 

Therefore, the “Syrian Regime” forces and the allied militias will continue 
in advancing in eastern countryside of Aleppo towards Maskana city in 

order to gain time and advance to Al Tabqa, in the southern bank of 

Euphrates River. 

As for the forces based in Deir Ezzor province, they are facing 

considerable difficulties in defending the held areas and recapturing the 

areas that were lost recently in order to link the two held areas in the 

western neighborhoods and the airport in the east. The siege of Raqqa 

by SDF may cause a brief opportunity to the “Syrian regime” forces and 
the allied militias to mobilize more fighters from Qamishli airport to brace 

the held locations in front of the group, especially after the land road 

which is available after the linkage of the “Syrian regime” held areas with 
the SDF held areas through Manbij.  

1- Syrian Democratic Forces 

Based on the advanced location that are controlled by SDF and the 

military support of the United States and the Anti-terror coalition, it is 

probably that it will be one of the main military powers that capture 

Deir Ezzor from “Islamic State” group.  

Despite the structural imbalance of SDF, as the Arabs have no high 

numbers of fighters in these forces for controlling and securing 33k 

m2, which is the area of Deir Ezzor province, the United States 

considers it the main and sol local ally in the war against terrorism in 

Syria, and it works on increasing the Arab component24 within this 

                                                           
24  Some news stated that the percentage of the Arab component will be increased to 30%, out of 

total of 45k fighters, whereas local sources confirm that it is still 20%. 
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coalition by attracting more of the Arab tribes in the Syrian Jazeera 

and Euphrates Valley.  

It seems that it will face obstacles in this pursuit as the Turks are 

working on cutting the way off in front of the Americans by attracting 

the tribes of the area, especially the tribes of Deir Ezzor for the future 

battles. 

2- Euphrates Shield Factions 

As it is clear by the controlled areas in Aleppo eastern countryside, 

Euphrates Shield factions have no further advance towards the east 

as the “Syrian Regime” forces captured many villages in the eastern 
countryside of Al Bab to Manbij. All of these movements are within 

the possible limit for the Turkish role by Russia, with the American 

satisfaction.  

Providing that Turkey, which looks for a role on the future battle of 

Raqqa, is not existed in the plan of the American Administration in 

this concern, as the United States recognizes that the main objective 

of Turkey is to prevent the Kurds from establishing canton in northern 

Syria. 

Turkey is working hard to freezing more of the eastern Syria sons, 

especially Deir Ezzor province, including fighters and notables of the 

tribes. It intends to establish a military council of Deir Ezzor province 

along with coordinating with the Kurdistan Democratic Party and 

waiting for the results of the American policies aftermath the battle of 

Raqqa. 

 

3- Popular Mobilization Forces 
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In the shed of religious tension in the area, which makes the Sunni 

Arab tribes defend their territories strenuously with the “Islamic State” 
group, along with the desire if the American Administration in resizing 

the Iranian role in the region. Therefore, it is not probable that the 

Popular Mobilization Forces will enter the province of Deir Ezzor from 

the eastern side. 

Despite the multiple declarations of the head of revolutionary guards, 

Mohammad Ali Jafa’ari, the head of Iraqi Mobilization Commission, 

Faleh Al Fayyad, the spokesman of the commission, Ahmad Al Asadi, 

and the secretariat of Badr Organization, Hadi Al Ameri concerning 

the possibility of entering the Syrian lands by the Popular Military 

Forces after ending the military operation in Mosul depending on a 

request by “Bashar Al Assad” in this contexts, Al Assadi confirmed 

that the forces will not enter the Syrian lands unless an agreements 

made by the two governments along with approval from the Iraq 

parliament. 

However, the declarations of the Iraqi prime minister, Haidar Al Abadi, 

that refuse the intervention in the affairs of the neighboring countries 

after receiving a phone call from the American president Donald 

Trump, where the latter asks for limiting the role of the Popular 

Mobilization Forces to the Iraq territories only.  

Despite the fact that Iran and its military wings in Syria cannot be 

marginalized, however, it harmonizes between the policies of the 

great states in the general political scene and its position as a big 

regional state in the area.  

It has alternative plans in this concern as it is the patron for attracting 

Nawaf Al Basheer25 by Hezbollah party. It is unclear yet what kind of 

                                                           
25 Shaikh of Al Bakkara tribe and former member of Syrian Parliament and Damascus Spring. He was 

present with Al Baqir brigade in Aleppo recently. Some news says that he intends to establish a tribal 

mobilization of Deir Ezzor sons. 
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roles that Al Basheer will play in establishing popular/tribal 

mobilization army in Syria as Iran has the upper hand in directing this 

army for covering its interests, making use of the delay of the 

Russians in reducing the roles of the Shia and Iranian militias in Syria 

before the American-Russian deal that Russia aims to. This 

mobilization army will be legitimized within the Brigade V and will be 

positioned in Palmyra and Al Tabqa. 

4- New Syrian Army and Ussud Al Sharqyya Army 

In spite of the fact that these two factions enjoy initial acceptance by 

the province populations, however, they cannot, in the current 

circumstances, play a role in capturing the province from the “Islamic 
State” group as they have no human and military resources that are 

required for such a task. Additionally, there are disputes among them 

related to the nature of local military leadership, along with the 

disability to impact on the main two powers in the political scene in 

Syria. The military actions of New Syrian Army are limited to make 

military ambushes against “Islamic State” members in Al Tanaf area, 
south of Deir Ezzor province. Whereas Ussud Al Sharqyya Army 

launches military offensive on the group locations in Al Hamad desert 

and the eastern mountain of Qalamoun, along with cutting the supply 

lines off in the Syrian desert. 

Ussud Al Sharqyya Army looks forward to establish a coalition of Deir 

Ezzor sons for representing the province politically in order to make 

the Army as the military wing26. 

 

                                                           
26 Tlas Al Salama, the leader of Ussud Al Sharqyya Army, held many meetings with some politicians, 

notables, and activists of Deir Ezzor in Turkey.  
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The Future Possibilities and Available Opportunities 

In the shadow of the international balances in the middle east, and the 

regional ones that are involved in the Americana and Russian projects 

in Syria, along with the field military scene and the map of military forces 

in the surrounding areas of Deir Ezzor province, additionally, the current 

political and military tactical understandings, it seems that “Syrian 
Democratic Forces” and “Syrian Regime” along with the allied militias are 

the parties who have the best readiness for advancing towards the 

province of Deir Ezzor. Nevertheless, this role will be clear and 

determined after the battles of Mosul and Raqqa along with the resulted 

political equations in accordance with the trends of the American 

Administration, consequently, the form of the relationship and the 

agreement with Russia in Syria. The American Administration seems that 

it is in front of enormous task that is ruled by accurate and difficult 

choices that leave it with two main options; each one may lead to a 

different destiny for Syria and the middle east. Either the United States 

works on restraining the influence of Russia and Iran by reactivating the 

role of Turkey, the strategic ally of the Americans in the region. This will 

be a complicated option as it will be on account of some interests of the 

“Syrian Democratic Forces”, the main allies of the United States in Syria, 

and will require a double counter against Russia and Iran in Syria and 

Iraq, and consequently will require more military supplies and 

engagement by the American forces on the Syrian ground. 

The second option is that the United States makes a deal with the 

Russians where the Iranian role is reduced in the region as both parties 

agree on influence areas in Syria, consequently, we will witness 

American-influence areas north of Euphrates River, and Russian-

influence areas south of Euphrates River in Deir Ezzor province. This 

possibility is more likely to come true especially after the prominent 

coordination between their allies, the “Syrian Regime” forces and “Syrian 
Democratic Forces” in Aleppo eastern countryside. There is a minimal 
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possibility that the Russian-influence areas are limited to the western 

countryside of Deir Ezzor, and local forces of Deir Ezzor sons will 

advance from the southern desert towards Deir Ezzor eastern 

countryside, which is the more likely possibility on the ground due to the 

current military field movements. 

Eighth: The Specificity of Deir Ezzor Province 

The battle of Deir Ezzor undoubtedly has its special and complicated 

calculations, yet the calculations of the decision-makers of the war on terrorism 

may change along with the map of the current international and regional 

balances. However, the nature and form of the future understandings cannot 

neglect the specificity of Deir Ezzor province as they are related to the social 

structure and they should consider the tribal balances in the province, the 

changes of in-depth structure due to the policies of Ba’ath party and the 
“Islamic State” group.   

There is opportunity to neglect the fractures of the social structure in the 

province along with the desire of some social components in committing 

revenge. This requires to understand the nature of divisions and causes of 

fractures in addition to the role that may be played by the social elements in 

controlling and reducing this fractures as much as possible. 

On the other hand, it is related to the nature of relationship between the locals 

in Deir Ezzor province and the authority of the “Islamic State”. In a study that 
was issued by Justice for Life Organization in Deir Ezzor entitled “Society and 

Authority in the Syrian Areas held by the “Islamic State” Group”, it was indicated 
that the group did not succeed in breaking the social structure in Deir Ezzor 

province in an effective and radical manner despite its attempts in rebuilding 

the tribal pyramid inside each tribe by distributing roles and privileges and 

assigning loyal notables in some areas.  

This situation is deeply related to the nature of the military force that will fight 

the group as it is conditioned that it should be accepted by the locals. This 
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could be benefitted by the group in case that this military force does not enjoy 

such acceptance by the locals, either by ethnic reasons in case that the “Syrian 
Democratic Forces” as the Kurds are the cornerstone of these forces, and since 

SDF committed forcible displacement in some villages in Al Hasakeh and Raqqa 

countryside. The revolutionary reasons still exist as the “Syrian Regime” will not 
enjoy any type of acceptance since the populations rebelled this regime and 

raged fierce war against its forces and will refuse to back under its power. The 

third reason is the religious one, for example the Iraqi Popular Mobilization 

Forces27. The military forces should be formed by a local coalition that is led 

by a controlled and neutral force. 

Secondly, on the political and military levels, in case that the “Syrian Regime” 
forces that control on the held areas of the province, this will grant the Russians 

more leverage for playing a greater role in eastern Syria, and will make the 

situation more complicated, consequently the battle of Deir Ezzor will be longer 

and more difficult. 

Thirdly, on the level of the “Islamic State” group, in terms of the decision that 

will be taken by the international and regional powers against the group, whether 

by resizing it or terminate it, which will raise a question concerning thousands 

of foreign fighters on the table of complicated and long international 

agreements. 

Conclusion 

In the shadow of the distractions of the military factions and groups of Deir Ezzor, and 

the absence of the determination of the province sons, either the military, political, 

revolutionary, notables, or the social actors, along with what the province is witnessing 

of future merits in the middle of the military field reality and the changeable 

international balances, the great importance of organizing the affairs of Deir Ezzor 

emerges, along with empowering its sons for running their areas, by establishing a 

wide coalition that includes politicians and notables for filling the political, administrative 

                                                           
27  Civilians and fighter defend the offensive of regime forces on Haweejat Sager in October. Many 

young men joined the “Islamic State” group after the latter promoted that the Popular Mobilization 

Forces will enter Deir Ezzor province. 
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and military gap. Additionally, to study the available choices related to Deir Ezzor 

within the general scene in Syria along with making the proper decision that may 

reinforce the choices of its sons and lifting their suffering.  

After this presentation, it should be noted that there are two main challenges that are 

not less that the above in terms of importance; the importance of securing the civilians 

inside the province of Deir Ezzor, who are estimated at 550-600k people, and who 

are suffering dire humanitarian conditions. This may lead to a considerable 

humanitarian crisis as it is required to provide the supplies for responding to the 

humanitarian needs that will be resulted. The second challenge is represented by the 

political situations that resulted this complicated and scattered realty, where its 

producers are still capable to produce more complication and violence in the area in 

general, who are, the “Syrian Regime” and Iran, especially in the shadow of the 

unlimited Russian support. This will remain all instability dynamics effective and 

facilitate the returning of radicalism and extremism in a different and more violent 

types. 
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