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Executive Summary
The province of Deir Ezzor witnesses a huge influx of displacement due to
continuous military actions and aerial bombardment by Global Coalition,
Regime forces and their allies. This forced thousands of civilians to be
internally displaced towards other areas where they are not attacked at the
same level in order to be away from fighting zones whether between
“Islamic State” group (IS) and regime forces, or between IS and Syria
Democratic Forces (SDF).

The location of Deir Ezzor province

Civilians suffer from risks of the laid landmines on the displacement roads
towards the northern Syria or Al Hasaka, bearing in mind that these roads
are paved and located in the desert. Moreover, warplanes target the
convoys and vehicles that are used by the IDPs. Additionally, the roads are
too long and there is a danger of loss and death due to lack of food and
water during the displacement journey.
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Mahmoud ( a nickname 1 ) says; “ Landmines were planted on the roads sides
and inside houses, most of those landmines were covered by soil or stones.
Between each two mines there was a kind of tape that links them”.
Khalaf (a nickname) says “a family from Al Mayadin was walking in front of
us and my family was in the middle of the convoy. After one hour of walking
in the road that we recognized by the smuggler, a 12-year-old touch an old
satellite dish with his leg, the landmine exploded and blew up his leg. I saw
his leg and hand as scattered flesh and bones. His sister died, and his fortyyear-old father was injured”.
Um Bassam continues her testimony “we reached the checkpoint of Rajm Al
Slaibi and I saw a man and his wife who reached after walking on foot with
their young son and five-year daughter who came from IS held areas in the
eastern countryside of Deir Ezzor. However, before they reached the
checkpoint, a landmine exploded and killed their son who died immediately
and their daughter was injured and then died when they reached the
checkpoint.”
Reports2 indicate that IS plants landmines in the areas before withdrawal 3. In
the late in 2011, reports indicated that Syrian government plants antipersonnel mines4 in the border areas. A Syrian official told Associated Press
in November 2011 that “Syria had taken a number of actions to control the
border, including planting mines 5”. A report was issued by Human Rights
Watch in March 2012 and indicated that Syrian government used PMN-2
and TMN-46 on the Syrian-Turkish border6. In 2016, the reports of using
landmines by “Islamic State” group and Syrian government was increased7;
Médecins Sans Frontières stated that the Syrian government planted
landmines around Madaya town in Rural Damascus, 10km to the SyrianLebanese border. According to the same statement, which was issued in

1

The witness refused to reveal his name for security purposes.
https://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21719830-clearing-syria-and-iraqunexploded-bombs-and-booby-traps-could-take
3
http://www.msf.org/en/article/syria-explosive-devices-have-deadly-impact-people-fleeing-or-returninghome
4
http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2017/syria/mine-ban-policy.aspx
5
https://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/13/syria-army-planting-banned-landmines
6
https://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/13/syria-army-planting-banned-landmines
7
http://www.the-monitor.org/en-gb/reports/2017/syria/mine-ban-policy.aspx
2
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January 2016, “civilians who tried to leave the city were killed by
landmines8.”
The third article of the protocol of Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Mines Booby Traps and Other Devices stated that “It is prohibited in all
circumstances to use any MOTAPM/AVM which is designed or of a nature to
cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering.”
Justice for Life calls upon all conflict parties to provide safe corridors to the
IDPs who are leaving Deir Ezzor province. It also demands to remove
landmines / IEDs that were planted during conflict and to determine their
locations by specifying them on maps.
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http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/syria-siege-and-starvation-madaya
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About JFL
Justice for Life Organization in Deir Ezzor in a Syrian independent nongovernmental non-profit organization that includes human rights Syrian
activists regardless of their affiliations and ideologies. It works on
documenting the violations of human rights in order to be used in the phase
after war; where the collected and checked proofs will be used in the
process of reconciliation and transitional justice. The organization works
constantly on the campaigns of advocacy of human rights in order to reach
the desired peace.
Our Vision
The Observatory endeavors to a Syrian society founded on the citizenship
and the sovereignty of law, where all Syrians enjoy justice and equality.
Our Message
The message of JFL is to promote the justice by observing and documenting
human rights violations, publishing statistics and reports in a professional
manner in order to be used in peace building and achieving justice in Syria.
JFL works on building the capacity of the Syrian activists in order to enable
them to detect the truths, collecting proofs and archiving them.
Our Values
JFL believes that the human rights are original ones; all people enjoy these
right equally and without neutralization. These rights are interconnected
and not able to indivisibility and inalienable ones.
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Introduction
Importance of Deir Ezzor Province
It is located in eastern Syria – nearby the Iraqi border- with a space of
33,000 km2. It comprises three main areas; Deir Ezzor, Al Mayadin, and Al
Boukmal.
The location of Deir Ezzor has a special importance as it links the areas of
Sunni Arabs from Aleppo province in the west to Ninawa and Al Anbar in
Iraq. Other than that, and socially speaking, there is tribal interference with
Iraq, and many of tribal figures are linked with the Gulf states, and KSA in
particular. This makes all parties compete to control it using many military
means, giving no concern to the lives and future of the civilians. Additionally,
there are many important resources such as Conoco gas plant, Al Tayem
station for generating electricity, Al Omar oil field, Al Ward oil field, Al Tanak
oil field, Al Jafra oil field, Al Tayem oil field, T2 Station, Salt mine, grain silos,
and sugar plant.
The province of Deir Ezzor is being shelled by air strikes, missiles, and
artillery by the global coalition and government forces and their allies.
Moreover, landmines are planted in the province by the conflicting forces.

The Current Situation
The province of Deir Ezzor witnesses a huge displacement influx due to the
current military actions and aerial bombardment by the global coalition and
the government forces. This pushes thousands of civilians to flee to more
safe places.
Moreover, the bad living conditions and lack of food and medicine was a
result by cutting off the routes to the province due to military actions
between government forces and “Islamic State” group. Additionally, the
restrictions that are imposed by the group on the civilians and forcible
recruitment were the reasons behind the displacement of most of the
province young men.
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The influx of displacement increased following the offensive that was
launched by government forces on the group held areas in August 2017.
Furthermore, the battle of “Al Jazeera Storm” that was announced by SDF
was another reason. Both offensives aim at capture the group held areas in
Deir Ezzor province, as the latter controls 80% of it.

The Destination of Deir Ezzor IDPs
Most IDPs head to the northern Syria, especially Idleb province and the
areas that are held by Euphrates shield forces in the northern countryside of
Aleppo. Additionally, families from Deir Ezzor head to Al Hasaka province
and Damascus city as IDPs choose the safest and easiest roads. Choosing
destination depends on the financial conditions of the IDPs since some
destinations are easy to reach and the level of living is reasonable comparing
to the area they come from. Bearing in mind that some civilians cannot
reach the Syrian government held areas due to security reasons.
The civilians of Deir Ezzor suffer from risks of landmines that are planted in
the road of displacement. They are also exposed to be targeted by
warplanes, or being victims of loss or death due to lack of food and water.
Besides, the inhumane treatment of armed opposition groups and Syria
Democratic forces constitutes a major concern of those civilians who leave
the province of Deir Ezzor.
Moreover, many civilians were killed or injured by landmines that were
planted in close areas to their home and they never intended to take a
displacement road. This was a resulted by the landmines that were planted
by ISIS nearby populated areas in the desert of Deir Ezzor,
Justice for Life organization has documented since January 1st 2016 until
September 30th 2017 the death of 99 civilians from Deir Ezzor due to
landmines in different areas across Syria, including 11 women and 29
children.
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Methodology
This report covers the cases of landmines explosions against civilians during
their fleeing from Deir Ezzor city.
Justice for Life organization appointed a team of five researchers who
conducted interviews and collected testimonies. The team participated in a
two-days’ workshop where the report structure and legal framework were
set forth.
The report is based on twelve testimonies of the victims’ relatives and
people who witnessed the landmines explosion. The testimonies were
provided throughout direct interviews along with alternative communication
means such as WhatsApp and Skype.
The researches illustrated the purpose of the testimonies of the witnesses.
The approval of witnesses was granted to publish their testimonies and
choosing nicknames for those who do not desire to reveal their names for
security purposes.
The researchers analyzed dozens of photos and three footages. Some
victims’ photos were collected throughout collecting testimonies. Moreover,
maps were designed to indicate the explosions locations and potential
locations of landmines with consultation of the locals to specify the planted
areas accurately.
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Challenges
The team faced a number of challenges during the process of collecting
testimonies and preparing the report.
1. Most of the injured by landmines were moved to Al Hasaka hospitals
to receive treatment. This prevented them to give their testimonies
for security purposes.
2. The relatives of the victims and injured moved to Idleb province so
they have no free movement due to fights and constant shelling on
the province.
3. The residence place of most of landmines victims is unknown.
4. The rejection of the injured or victims’ relatives to give their
testimonies or mention their real names since there is a possibility to
return to government, “Islamic State” group, or SDF held areas.
5. Some witnesses refused to give their testimonies as they reside in the
SDF held camps.
6. Lack of financial resources to cover transportation inside and outside
Syria.
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The Legal Framework
In the operational update that was released by ICRC on July 17 th 2012, the
ICRC concludes that there is currently a non-international (internal) armed
conflict, which was not encountered with any argument by Syrian
government or any related international/Syrian organizations.
Accordingly, the international law rules are applied on this case, especially
that the human rights international law and the joint third article of the four
Geneva Conventions and the Additional Protocol II. Syria is a party of Geneva
Conventions, but not a party of the additional second protocol.
The 1980 Convention on certain conventional weapons and its protocols
defines it as a mine primarily designed to be exploded by the presence, or
contact of a person and that will incapacitate, injure or kill a person. Boobytrap: any device designed or adapted to kill or injure, and which functions
unexpectedly when a person disturbs or approaches an apparently harmless
object (e.g. opens a door).
The rule 70th of the ICRC study on the international humanitarian law states
that “It is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare that are
intended or may be expected to cause widespread, long-term and severe
damage to the natural environment”.
The rule 71st of the same study states “It is prohibited to use indiscriminate
weapons” which cannot be directed to military target.
The 3rd article (3) of the "Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use
of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices as Amended on 3 May 1996
(Protocol II as amended on 3 May 1996) states that “It is prohibited in all
circumstances to use any mine, booby-trap or other device which is
designed or of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary
suffering” and the 4th article states that “It is prohibited to use antipersonnel mines which are not detectable, as specified in paragraph 2 of the
Technical Annex”
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“It is prohibited in all circumstances to use booby-traps and other devices
which are in any way attached to or associated with 9:
(a) internationally recognized protective emblems, signs or signals;
(b) sick, wounded or dead persons; CCW/CONF.I/16 (Part I) page 20
(c) burial or cremation sites or graves;
(d) medical facilities, medical equipment, medical supplies or medical
transportation;
(e) children’s toys or other portable objects or products specially designed
for the feeding, health, hygiene, clothing or education of children;
(f) food or drink;
(g) kitchen utensils or appliances except in military establishments, military
locations or military supply depots;
(h) objects clearly of a religious nature;
(i) historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which constitute
the cultural or spiritual heritage of peoples; or
(j) animals or their carcasses.
Rule 80 of Study on customary international humanitarian law states “The
use of booby-traps which are in any way attached to or associated with
objects or persons entitled to special protection under international
humanitarian law or with objects that are likely to attract civilians is
prohibited”
Rule 81 of Study on customary international humanitarian law states “When
landmines are used, particular care must be taken to minimize their
indiscriminate effects”.
Rule 82 of that same study states “A party to the conflict using landmines
must record their placement, as far as possible”.
Also, Rule 83 states “At the end of active hostilities, a party to the conflict
which has used landmines must remove or otherwise render them harmless
to civilians, or facilitate their removal”.
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https://treaties.un.org/doc/source/docs/CCW_CONF.I_16_Part%20I-E.pdf
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Incomplete Stories of Escape from Death
Unsafe Roads and Death Cases in Displacement Journey
Against all odds that might be experienced by the civilians who are fleeing
Deir Ezzor, yet escape from flames of war and “Islamic State” group became
the last choice of the majority of Deir Ezzor populations. Khalaf, a nickname
of a witness, says “despite all risks in the displacement way, we decided to
leave and risk our souls to reach a safe place as we die in Deir Ezzor at each
single moment”.
“I left with my eight-members family from Al Boukmal city and pretended
that we are paying a visit to Al Busaira town in order not to let ISIS militants
know that we were leaving the province. We gathered in Khsham town and
agreed with the smuggler to leave the province at an amount of $2000. The
smuggler moved us to an area nearby Al Shaddadi in Al Hasaka countryside.
We reached there after four hours” Kahalf says.

Road between Khusham and Al Shaddadi towns

Kahalf adds “the smuggler guided us to a road and told us that we should
walk until the checkpoint of the PYD. He warned us that we should walk on
the foot traces. The road was too narrow, paved and much of stones on the
sides”. Radi, a nickname, says “the smuggler told us that we have to walk for
14

two or three kilometers until we reach the checkpoint of SDF. We realized
that the road is more than ten kilometers.”
The displacement roads that are long and full of landmines, along with
waiting for long time on the checkpoints and camps that lack the basics of
IDPs needs, increased the suffering of the civilians who fled the province of
Deir Ezzor. Mohammad, a nickname of a witness who fled Deir Ezzor and
remained in Al Sadd camp for three days says “ one old woman died in the
camp and was buried nearby it. They did not allow my old grandmother,
who suffers from diabetes and hypertension, to enter unless we paid a
financial amount”.
Maryam, a nickname, says “I left with my baby along with a number of my
village women and children. We walked, and our children on our shoulders
and backs, for about thirty kilometers in a dark way with hearts full of fear
from ISIS and landmines that we had no idea about their locations”.
Mahmoud confirms that “landmines were planted on the road sides and
inside houses. Most of the landmines are covered with soil and stones,
between each two landmines, a tape was there to link them”.
(A.D) is an IDP from Deir Ezzor says “before reaching the first checkpoint of
PYD, the smuggler told us that his task in over, despite that the deal was to
reach us to the checkpoint, and guided us to the rest of the road”, “the road
was full of landmines and they were buried in the ground”.
Landmines are Stalking Civilians inside and outside the Province
The civilians in Deir Ezzor are not able to leave towards areas they were
heading before especially in the desert due to the landmines as the safe
road today is not necessary to be safe tomorrow.
Zuheir, a nickname, says that “ Abdulilah Zouain ( 37-year-old) with his
daughter (6-year-old) left Al Boukmal city on their motorbike in a picnic to
the desert, and out of sudden, a landmine exploded and killed the father
and injured the daughter”.
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Desert of Al Boukaml

Zuheir continues “the areas are not a destination of IDPs, it is destination for
picnic, however, ISIS planted it with landmines aftermath the offensive of
opposition groups on Al Boukmal. They put signs that there are landmines,
but they did not specify their location”.

Ibrahim Kheder Al Abdullah from Gharaneej village in the eastern countryside
of Deir Ezzor, he was killed on September 2nd 2017 by landmine in Abo
Khashab village. The source of this photos is social media platforms, and JFL
verified its authenticity.
Khalaf says “ there was a family from Al Mayadin with us whose members
were walking in front of us. After one hour of walking, a 12-year-old child
touched a satellite dish, then a landmine exploded and injured his leg, I saw
his arm bleeding. His sister died and his 40-year-old father was injured”
In the same context, the witness Radi, a nickname, say “we were walking in a
desert located between Abo Khashab and Al Kasra, and it was a fighting
16

zone. We were told that we have to continue this road alone towards the
SDF checkpoint. When we reached a valley, a landmine exploded and killed a
man with his wife and children”.

The road between Al Kasra and Abo Khashab towns

Radi continues “ I think ISIS is the party that planted the landmines before
they left the area, which became a fighting zone when we arrived, and I
heard that a number of shepherds were killed in the same area by
landmines”
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Badee Al Mardoud from al Boukmal city was killed by a landmine on June 6th
2017. the source: Social media platforms, verified by JFL

Numerous numbers of IDPs are leaving the province daily and this increases
the number of victims as these landmines are planted in many locations and
ISIS militants are planting more on the roads of smuggling. Amer, a
nickname, says “ I left with my family and a number of my town fellows (
about 30 people ), and when we reached the area that we had to walk, we
found about 300 people who want to leave the province”, it was a very
narrows road and landmines are 20m away”
Roads were not safe. Some smugglers are a victim of landmines. Amer says”
I asked one smuggler how could he know the landmines locations and told
me that they observe ISIS militants who plant landmines on daily basis,
however, this does not protect neither IDPs nor smugglers”. “ two of my
town fellows killed by landmine in the north of Al Kasra town” Amer adds.
Um Bassam is a 60-year-old woman says “ When I was on my displacement
roads towards Al Hasaka, I saw ten dead bodies in the desert and clothes for
people who fled ISIS, however, landmines that are planted in the areas
between ISIS and PYD prevented them to reach safe areas”.
“ We reached Rajm Al Slaibi checkpoint and I saw a man with his wife who
reached the checkpoint on foot with their son and 5-year-old daughter from
ISIS held areas in Deir Ezzor eastern countryside, however, before they
reached the checkpoint, a landmine exploded and killed their son and
injured their daughter, then she died when they arrived to the checkpoint”.
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Khalid Al Ali from Deir Ezzor was killed on August 3rd 2017 by landmine on al
Hasaka road. The source: Social media, verified by JFL

Mahmoud, a nickname, is an IDP from Deir Ezzor says “ we reached
KalJibreen in the norther countryside of Deir Ezzor by a smuggler who told
us that this area is clean of landmines. We were about 100 people including
women and children, we walked in a paved road. A landmine exploded and
killed two people, one of them was from Deir Ezzor and the other was from
Aleppo, and three people injured including one woman”.

AD adds “ we were about 50 people, and after we walked a long distance,
and before we reach the SDF checkpoint, a landmine exploded and caused
panic, we ran in different directions, then two more landmines exploded. 18
people were killed and others were injured. All of the injured and killed were
from the eastern countryside; Al Boukmal, Al Ishara, and Al Salheyya.
Landmines explodes only by touching them.” “ some of the killed were
Baha’a Fouad Al Huwaish( 16-year-old) and Amjad Ayman Al Huwaish ( 24year-old) from Al Ishara town in the eastern countryside of Deir Ezzor” he
adds.
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Baha’a Fouad Huwaish

Amjad Ayman Huwaish

Many planted landmines on the road of Deir Ezzor are locally made; two
steel wires are linked by a stun; however, its explosion is huge.
Qassesm, a nickname, says “ I headed with a number of civilians from Al
Kubar in the western countryside of Deir Ezzor towards Kou Omar. In our
way, a landmine exploded and killed a 15-year-old child and injured two
children (15 and 16 year old), along with one 45-year-old woman”.
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The area between Al Kubar and Kou Omar in the western countryside of Deir
Ezzor

Moving the Injured to Medical Points are Not Possible
Khalaf says “a pick-up with anti-craft gun along with four people inside it,
and it turns out that they are with SDF’ Deir Ezzor Military Council, and took
the injured to Al Hasaka province. We were informed later on that the girl
was buried in Al Hasaka”.

Ali Ahmad Al Haj from Al Qurayya was killed on August 11th 2017 by
landmine.
The source: Social media, verified by JFL

Radi says “following the landmine explosion, a young man was injured,
nobody came to hospitalize him, we could do nothing. His wife remained
crying on his dead body until morning. Then, a close checkpoint, members
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came, buried him in the same location, and took his wife and children to Al
Sadd camp”.

Kamal Taha Mahmoud Al Jurou from Al Tabeyya village was killed on July 21st
2017 by landmine on al Hasaka road. The source: Social media, verified by JFL

As for civilians who injured nearby the populated areas, the process of
hospitalizing them is more possible. Zuher says “one of the civilian who was
passing by has hospitalized Abdulilah and his daughter to Al Boukmal
hospital, them they buried him”.
Abo Ismael, a 58-year-old IDP from Deir Ezzor city says “two men arrived to
Rajm Slaibi checkpoint; the first was injured in his head and left shoulder,
and the other was injured in his leg due to explosion of landmine, however,
the checkpoint members only put bandage without taking them to a medical
point.”
Concerning hospitalizing the injured by landmines, (A.D) says “in the
morning we could take the injured to a field medical point which was
managed by PYD, then we took them to Al Hikma hospital in the city of Al
Hasaka”. “we were not able to pull all dead bodies as it was a military area
and fighting zone between SDF and ISIS. We pulled half of the bodies and
gave them to their relatives. One week later, the rest of the bodies were
pulled by the victims’ relatives who came from Deir Ezzor and risked their
lives for such task”.
Qassem says “the injured were transported by civilian vehicles to Abo
Khashab, then to Al “Hasaka hospitals to be treated at the expenses of
humanitarian organizations”.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKq1yLLTryk&feature=youtu.be
A footage shows a number of the injured by a landmine. The source is
SMART agency.

Returning to “Islamic State” group held areas is not an easy choice
Khalaf says “we continued our way despite panic following the explosion of a
landmine and death of a child girl as there were no choices”
Radi says “if we return, we fear the revenge of ISIS militants, so we all
decided that we will continue despite all risks”.
Omar, a nickname, says “everyone who get captured by ISIS on the fleeing
way, he is returned, and all of his official documents are confiscated, and he
should enrol in Sharea course. In case he was captured again, he may be
executed”.
Mahmoud says “when a landmine exploded, we desired to return as we
were afraid, however, we could not since we do not know the way back”
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Recommendations
Immediate action and putting pressure on all conflict parties to stop using
landmines became a must in the light of the documented victims who were
killed by landmines. Any sort of delay or slowdown means more of victims,
injuries, and physical disabilities.
It is critically important to act for investigating the committed violations
including using landmines by all conflict parties (Syrian government, SDF,
and armed groups) in order to bring justice to the civilians who were
violated. Therefore, Justice for Life demands from the following entities;
UN Security Council:
1. To put pressure on the conflict parties in Syria to stop using
landmines.
2. To put pressure on conflict parties to work on demining and mapping
landmines locations
International Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations:
1. Mapping the locations of landmines and removing them immediately.
2. Launching awareness-raising campaigns on risks of landmines.
3. Putting pressure on the controlling parties to facilitate the safe
movement of civilians.
4. Establishing fixed and mobile medical points to provide help to the
injured by landmines.
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5. Training local teams to deal with the landmines and to learn the
methods of demining.
The Syrian government, armed groups, and SDF:
1. To open safe corridors to the civilians who are being displaced from
the province of Deir Ezzor.
2. To stop using and planting landmines in the roads of displacement.
3. To deliver the landmines maps to the relevant parties.

The UN Special Envoy for Syria
Not to neglect to province of Deir Ezzor, which suffers from dire
humanitarian condition especially following the advance of SDF and
government forces, along with shelling many locations, and displacement of
dozens of thousands of civilians due to latest military developments.
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