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War planes, likely within the regular forces and their allies, targeted on 

September 28, 2015 a flea market along with other locations in Al Mayadin city, 

east of Deir Ezzor, and resulted in death and injury of dozens of civilians. 

 

Al Mayadin city location 

 

The witness Ahmad, pseudonym, says “Two war planes dropped 12 rockets, each 
six rockets from a warplane. The rockets were dropped one-time. We did not 

notice scout planes. We only saw them flying over. There are no military 

headquarters. The city of Al Mayadin is considered a displacement destination for 

people who flee from the surrounding villages. At least thirty people from Al 

Mayadin city were killed along with deaths from the surrounding villages, IDPs, 

and Iraqi refugees. The air strikes resulted in large-scale destruction in houses and 

shops. I will never forget that, it was so cruel”. 

The witness Abdullah, pseudonym, says “Bodies were in streets. After I made sure 
that my brother and my son were fine, I headed to the location where the rocket 

was dropped. I was walking on the bodies that were in the streets. A child said to 

me “Please my uncle, bring my father to me. I saw the body of my friend’s wife. I 
saw burned bodies that I could not recognize”. 
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JFL team that consists of three people reached one of the survivors from Al 

Mayadin city along with families of the victims. In the outcome, the report 

depended on eight testimonies, some of them are direct with witnesses, and 

others via Skype and WhatsApp.  

According to the witnesses testimonies, regular forces and their allies’ warplanes 
targeted different locations that are populated by civilians and free of military 

targets in Al Mayadin city. These air raids resulted large-scale casualties among 

civilians, houses, and shops. This is prohibited according to rule 1 and rule 9 in the 

study of the International Committee of the Red Cross on the International 

Humanitarian Law. 

JFL demands to ensure conducting independent and impartial investigations in 

the detailed cases that are stated in this report and others, where information is 

available that indicates the violations of international humanitarian law, and 

alleged perpetrators of serious crimes must be brought to trials in accordance 

with the international standards. 
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Justice for Life organization, JFL, is a Syrian, independent, non-profit, non-

governmental that works on promoting human rights in Syria. 

It was established in 2015 by a number of human rights defenders and actors 

from Deir Ezzor province. This was a fruit of their individual and team defend for 

human rights in their communities, and documenting the human rights violations 

that are committed by different parties and powers who have been in the 

province since 2011, to make it as a platform and space for those who defend 

human rights and victims in order to advocate and defend their cases in 

accordance with a legal and professional course, so these violations and acts do 

not go by no just accountability. It also aims at promoting the human rights in the 

Syrian society and state on the political, behavioral, and cultural levels in order to 

ensure access for the victims and their relatives to their rights. In this endeavor, 

JFL expanded its work in 2016 to be an active and effective part in the national 

and international alliances and platforms concerned in human rights and 

documenting violations in Syria, and preparing the profiles of violations and 

crimes that took place against the Syrians since 2011 according to mechanism and 

methodologies compatible with international legal standards. 

JFL team includes Syrian male and female activists and human rights defenders 

along with specialized supporting team that includes experts and specialists such 

as lawyers, judges, doctors, and journalists, who had a role and experience during 

the past years in the processes of documentations, defend, and advocacy towards 

human rights in their communities, and on the national level on the other hand, 

where they depend on their deep belief in principles and values of human rights.  

JFL Vision: 

Syria is a justice and rule of law state where human rights are inviolable an 

enshrined.  

 

JFL Mission: 

http://jfl.ngo/
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We work in a participatory manner with the exerted efforts locally and 

internationally in observing and following up the reality of human rights in Syria 

through observation, documentation, forming evidences, participating in initiating 

legal actions before courts and specialized parties, promoting the capacity of 

human rights defenders in Syria, and creating spaces for citizens, especially 

victims and the marginalized, to express and participate in the course of justice 

until reaching the state of law and citizenship.  
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About Deir Ezzor Province: 

The province of Deir Ezzor was targeted during the war by different types of 

weapons by the regular forces and their allies. Other parties also committed 

violations against the civilians. The controlling powers on Deir Ezzor varied as the 

armed opposition groups have captured vast areas since 2012. Between 2013 and 

2014, extremist Islamic groups emerged, that were the main power broker in 

most areas out of Syrian government control, including Al Nusra Front. 

In July 2014, “Islamic State” group aka ISIS, controlled the areas that were 

captured by opposition groups. The influence map changed in Deir Ezzor by the 

end of 2017 following the control of Syrian regular forces and complementary 

militias, with support of the Russian air force, on vast areas of the province that 

are located in the south of Euphrates river, including the here main cities; Deir 

Ezzor, Al Mayadin, and Al Boukmal, along with the subordinated towns and 

villages. 

On the other hand, Syria Democratic Forces (SDF) with support of US-led anti-

terrorism international coalition, controlled on the towns and villages located in 

the north of Euphrates River within the military campaign entitled “Al Jazeera 
Storm”. ISISI still control on some towns and villages that are subordinated to 
Hajeen sub-district along with oil wells in the desert of Deir Ezzor in the north of 

the river.  

SDF launched the battle named “Fighting Terrorism” within the same military 
campaign in order to recapture the territory under control of ISIS. 

ISIS launches frequent attacks that are characterized by speed and accuracy on 

the locations of Syrian regular forces and SDF. 

 

About Al Mayadin City: 

It is subordinated to Deir Ezzor province. It is located 45km to east of Deir Ezzor 

city. It is divided into two sub-districts; Al Ishara, and Theeban. Additionally, there 

are seven towns, fourteen municipalities, and ten villages.  

http://jfl.ngo/?p=5269
http://jfl.ngo/?p=5269
http://jfl.ngo/?p=4028
http://jfl.ngo/?p=5588&lang=en
http://jfl.ngo/?p=5744&lang=en
http://jfl.ngo/?p=5744&lang=en
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The armed opposition controlled on the entire city in November 2012. Local 

councils were established to run the services. In July 2014, ISIS controlled the city 

entirely.  

The city was targeted by different types of aerial bombardment by the regular 

forces and the international coalition that resulted in death of hundreds of people 

and destruction of the infrastructure of the city. Also, the main bridge that links 

the city and Theeba town was also targeted on September 26,2016, which 

resulted in negative impact on the civilians. 

In October 2017, the regular forces and their allies controlled the city of Al 

Mayadin following battles with ISIS. 

Just like the rest of the areas that were recaptured by the regular forces, Al 

Mayadin city is the destination for the returnees, but in very little numbers as the 

Syrian government forced the employees in public institutions who are from Deir 

Ezzor province to return and start their works there. Besides the regular forces, 

there are many militias such as the national defense and Al Qudus brigade.   
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Warplanes targeted on September 28, 2015 the city center in Al Mayadin and 

resulted in death and injury of dozens. The targeted locations were a flea market 

along with many other civilian locations. According to the witnesses who were 

interviewed by JFL , the aerial bombardment took place at 01:30 PM, which is the 

rush hour as these markets are crowded by people from the city and the 

surrounding countryside.  

The flea market, or as locally named the covered market, location nearby Al Hraib 

mosque, location nearby Nouri Al Saeed Hospital are the location that were 

targeted where large scale destruction was made in buildings and properties.  

The witnesses said that the aerial bombardment was different from any previous 

one in terms of the color and the sound of the warplanes, the number of the 

launched rockets at one time. The witnesses said that the warplanes color was 

different from the regime’s ones that have been targeting the city of Al Mayadin 
since 2012. 

Despite the fact that the Russian intervention in Syria started in September 30th 

2015, two days after this bombardment, yet the witnesses believe that the 

Russian air force was the targeting one. They believe that the Russian 

intervention started two day before the official announcement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-russia-idUSKCN0RU0MG20150930
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JFL team that consists of three people reached one of the survivors from Al 

Mayadin city along with families of the victims. In the outcome, the report 

depended on nine testimonies, some of them are direct with witnesses, and 

others via Skype and WhatsApp.  

The team collected testimonies and available pictures from the survivors, or that 

were published on social media. It also validated them. The witnesses were 

informed about the aim of collecting the testimonies and they granted their 

approval to publish them.  

Seven interviews were conducted between July 2018 and August 2018 with the 

witnesses inside and outside Syria.  

The testimonies collecting team faced many challenges such as; many people 

refused to talk about the bombardment as they are based in areas held by the 

regular forces and SDF. They fear from being pursued by those forces. Some of 

witnesses preserved to mention their real names. Some details were forgotten by 

the witnesses due to the long period between the date of bombardment and the 

date of the report preparation.  
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Law Applicable to Conflict in Syria: 

In the update that was issued by the ICRC on July 17th 2012, it concludes that 

there is currently a non-international (internal) armed conflict (ICRC and Syrian 

Arab Red Crescent maintain aid effort amid increased fighting), which is a 

description where no argument was raised by the Syrian government nor any of 

the international/Syrian organizations related to the Syrian issue. 

 

Compliance with International Humanitarian Law: 

Each party to the conflict must respect and ensure respect for international 

humanitarian law by its armed forces and other persons or groups acting in fact 

on its instructions, or under its direction or control1. 

 

Distinguishing between Civilians and Combatants:  

The Rule 1 of the ICRC Study on customary international humanitarian law stated 

that “The parties to the conflict must at all times distinguish between civilians and 
combatants. Attacks may only be directed against combatants. Attacks must not 

be directed against civilians”. According to Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court2, “Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as 
such or against individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities” forms a war 
crime in the non-international armed conflicts.  

The Additional Second Protocol to Geneva Conventions of 1949 prohibits making 

civilian residents and civilian individuals a target3. 

“Civilians are persons who are not members of the armed forces. The civilian 
population comprises all persons who are civilians”4 

 

                                                           
1 ICRC Study on customary international humanitarian law, Rule 139 
2 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, article 8 , (b) (i) 
3 The Additional Second Protocol to Geneva Conventions of 1949, Article 13 (2) 
4 ICRC Study on customary international humanitarian law, Rule 5. 

https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/update/2012/syria-update-2012-07-17.htm
https://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/update/2012/syria-update-2012-07-17.htm
https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/other/irrc_857_henckaerts.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/nr/rdonlyres/ea9aeff7-5752-4f84-be94-0a655eb30e16/0/rome_statute_english.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/nr/rdonlyres/ea9aeff7-5752-4f84-be94-0a655eb30e16/0/rome_statute_english.pdf
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/INTRO/475?OpenDocument
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Distinction between Civilian Objects and Military Objectives: 

“The parties to the conflict must at all times distinguish between civilian objects 
and military objectives. Attacks may only be directed against military objectives. 

Attacks must not be directed against civilian objects”5 

 

Precautions in Attack: 

“In the conduct of military operations, constant care must be taken to spare the 
civilian population, civilians and civilian objects. All feasible precautions must be 

taken to avoid, and in any event to minimize, incidental loss of civilian life, injury 

to civilians and damage to civilian objects.”6 

The rule 20 of the ICRC Study on customary international humanitarian law stated 

that “Each party to the conflict must give effective advance warning of attacks 

which may affect the civilian population, unless circumstances do not permit”. 

 

 

                                                           
5 ICRC Study on customary international humanitarian law, Rule 7. 
6 ICRC Study on customary international humanitarian law, Rule 15. 
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Targeting a Crowded Civilians Location and Killing Dozens: 

The targeted areas is described as a big residential area, besides that there are no 

military headquarters of ISIS in that area. 

The witness Ahmad, pseudonym, says “Two war planes dropped 12 rockets, each 
six rockets from a warplane. The rockets were dropped one-time. We did not 

notice scout planes. We only saw them flying over. There are no military 

headquarters. The city of Al Mayadin is considered a displacement destination for 

people who flee from the surrounding villages. At least thirty people from Al 

Mayadin city were killed along with deaths from the surrounding villages, IDPs, 

and Iraqi refugees. The air strikes resulted in large-scale destruction in houses and 

shops. I will never forget that, it was so cruel” 

 

Ziad Ismael Al Hraib – One of the Bombardment Victims 

 

Abo Mohammad, pseudonym, says “I was nearby the targeted location as two 
rockets were dropped. The destruction reached the second floor in the targeted 

areas. The bombardment was out of a sudden and it did not take long time”. 
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Destruction in one of the houses in Al Mayadin due to the aerial bombardment 

 

 

A satellite pictures for the damaged house 
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The witness Abdullah, pseudonym, says:  

“Bodies were in streets. After I made sure that my brother and my son were 
fine, I headed to the location where the rocket was dropped. I was walking on 

the bodies that were in the streets. A child said to me “Please my uncle, bring 
my father to me. I saw the body of my friend’s wife. I saw burned bodies that I 
could not recognize”. 

 

 

A satellite photo for Al Hraib mosque, where its outskirts were bombed 

 

The witness Rashid, pseudonym, says “The destruction was along the targeted 
areas from the cultural center to the covered market. I estimate the killed people 

at 100. The warplanes choose the location and time to kill as much as they can. 

There are no headquarters in the areas. There are only shops and houses”. 
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A satellite photo for the track of the targeted areas from Nouri Al Saed hospital 

to the covered market and Al Hraib mosque 

 

The witness Khalaf, pseudonym, says: 

“It was about 01:30 pm, I was in my work place. I heard the sound of two 

warplanes. They were in the sky at low altitude. Their color is close to silver-

white. Each one launched four rockets”, “The two warplanes launched the 
rockets at the same minute on the targeted areas, which are civilian ones”. 

 

Killing Women and Children: 

The aerial bombardment on the flea market in Al Mayadin city resulted in killing 

women and children where their relatives could not find their bodies due to the 

extensive explosions.  

Um Omar, pseudonym, told JFL about the killing of her three children by the 

shelling: 
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“I did not feel the stones dropping on me due to the shelling. I ran to the 

house roof to check on my children. I saw my 4-year-old daughter killed, 

and when I tried to carry her, I found her bones shattered. I could not 

found of my 3-year-old son’ body except his hand, ear, and some flesh 
scattered on near pole. My other son whose age was one and a half year 

old was killed. My daughter was injured as the door fell on her head”. 

 

Rashid, pseudonym, who lost one of his children, told JFL that: 

“Two rockets dropped on my house, nearby Nouri Al Saed Hospital, and 
resulted in killing my 6-year-old son as I found him shreds. My wife and 

other son were slightly injured”, “most of those who were killed were 

women and children, along with Yasser Al Hraib children who were killed 

with their father”. 

 

 

A satellite photo for Nouri Al Saed Hospital, where its outskirts were bombed 
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Yasser Al Hraib – one the victims 

 

 

Ammar Yasser Al Hraib - one the victims 
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Najem Yasser Al Hraib - one the victims 

 

 

Farah Bashar Al Humush- one the victims 
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Mayyar Mudar Al Rashid - one the victims 

 

Disabilities Resulted by Bombardment and Lack of Required Healthcare: 

The aerial bombardment caused permanent disabilities for some injured. The lack 

of specialized doctors and big number of the injured and lack of capacity were 

also factors for causing those disabilities. 

Ali, pseudonym, told JFL that: 

“I was sitting with my brother and number of friends when the rocket 
dropped on the covered market. I remained awake, but I could not feel 

around. My hand was injured. No ambulances were available to take me 

to the hospital. I walked for a while where one of the civilians took my on 

his motorbike to the children hospital, then to Al Sina’a hospital, which 
was supervised by ISIS, where they amputated it”. 
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Ali continues about the lack of required healthcare for the injured: “I have not 
seen ambulances. The civilians were hospitalizing the injured by their vehicles and 

motorbikes. They took me out of the hospital on the next day. I had to travel out 

of the province searching for doctors and equipped hospitals”. 

 

One of the injuries resulted by the shelling – arm amputation  

 

Abdullah, who was in the targeted location in the covered market says “We could 

not see any more due to the dust caused by rockets. I saw a person in front of me 

who was carrying his arm and was screaming that his arm is cut off. My neighbor 

was injured in his chest and back, he could not move. We moved him to the 

hospital but he passed away on our way. I saw a woman whose arm was only 

hanged on her body”. 

Ahmad confirms that at least one person was paraplegic and he still receives 

treatment until now. He says “Hospitalizing the injured was towards Al Hammad 
hospital, Nouri Al Saed hospital, and Al Sina’a one. The medical staff was not 
adequate”. 
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Khalaf says “A number of the killed and injured fell. ISIS prevented the 
populations to enter the targeted areas. ISIS members did not hospitalize the 

injured, but the populations entered and started hospitalizing the injured and 

collecting bodies”, “It was horror show as the bodies of the killed, who were over 
fourteen people, were everywhere. The same number for the injured who were 

having critical injuries. Some of them were with limbs amputated. The 

populations were hospitalizing the injured to Al Sina’a hospital, which was 

supervised by ISIS. Some injured were hospitalized to private doctors and 

hospitals. 

He adds: 

"An 18-year-old man was injured and hospitalized to Al Sina’a hospital. His 

injury was under his knee and his foot bone was not damaged. They bandaged 

his foot and told him that he can leave the hospital as there are many cases for 

the fighters who were injured in the outskirts of Deir Ezzor airport.  He went to 

his house. Four days later, his toes started getting black. His family took him to 

Al Shaher private hospital. Then, the doctor told them that his leg must be 

amputated.  
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The witness A.G. talked about the injury of his child by the bombardment “During 

the aerial bombardment, I was going with my mother and 15-year-old son to the 

clinic for my mother. Suddenly, we heard the sound of explosion, we got down, 

but my son remained standing for seconds. Then, he fell down and started 

bleeding from his head. A shrapnel caused his vision loss”. 

In this context, the witness J.A, who is a 15-year-old child, where his testimony 

was taken by JFL in presence of his father, says: 

“When I was walking with my father and grandmother to the clinic for 
treating her, we heard the sound of an explosion. My father and 

grandmother got down fast, but I was injured by a shrapnel in my head 

that resulted in losing my eyesight. Then, we realized that the sound was 

for a rocket by a warplane as two of them dropped two rockets”.  
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1- According to the testimonies of the witnesses whom interviewed by JFL, 

Syrian regular forces and their allies warplanes targeted and crowded flea 

market and free of military headquarters in Al Mayadin city along with  

civilian areas nearby. These raids resulted in large scale casualties for the 

civilians, houses, and shops. This is considered prohibited by the Rule 1 and 

Rule 9 of the ICRC study on the customary international humanitarian law. 

2- The warplanes targeted the flea market and close locations in Al Mayadin 

city in the time where massive numbers of civilians are there. This means 

that these warplanes did not take the required precautions to avoid 

casualties of civilians or the civilian objects. This is against Rule 15 of the 

ICRC study on the customary international humanitarian law. 

3- The civilians did not receive any warning from the attacking party on the 

possibility of launching an attack on the targeted area. This resulted in large 

numbers of the killed and injured. This is against Rule 20 of the ICRC study 

on the customary international humanitarian law. 
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Based on the witnesses testimonies and the outcomes reached by this report, JFL 

demands the following; 

1- All parties to the conflict must abide by international humanitarian law, 

respect human rights and protect the civilian population, and hold violators 

accountable. 

 

2- The survivors and victims’ relatives: 

- Need for record and keep all documents and data which document the 

violations in Deir Ezzor province. 

- Need for cooperation with local and international organization that enjoy 

high credibility and aim at documenting the human rights violations for the 

purpose of publishing, advocating, and prosecuting in future. 

 

 

3- UN Security Council: 

To work on taking all required actions for referring the Syrian file to the 

judiciary, including the International Crime Court, or special courts. It 

should assume its responsibilities by starting concrete actions to ensure 

accountability and non-impunity. 

 

4- The international community: 

- activating the universal jurisdiction to prosecute the war criminals and 

perpetrators of crimes against humanity that are committed in Syria. 

- Considering all crimes committed in Syria by all parties to conflict.. 

- Putting pressure on all actors and stakeholders to enter in a 

comprehensive peace process in Syria that respects the human rights. 

- To ensure conducting independent and impartial investigations in the 

cases detailed in this report and other reports as information indicate 

violations against international humanitarian law, and holding persons 

presumed for criminal responsibility to prosecutions that meet the 

international standards. 
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5- The Syrian government: 

- Ratifying the Rome Statute establishing the International Criminal Court in 

order to allow the prosecution to investigate in the crimes committed in 

Syria by all parties to conflict. 

- Cooperating with the IIIM and Independent Inquiry Committee for Syria 

to conduct independent and impartial investigations on the crimes 

committed in Syria. 

 

6- The International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism to assist in the 

investigation and prosecution of persons responsible for the most serious 

crimes under International Law committed in the Syrian Arab Republic: 

Not to neglect Deir Ezzor province in the investigations that may reveal 

many committed crimes in the province and revealing the responsible 

persons. 
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Names of victims documented by JFL following aerial bombardment on 

civilian locations in Al Mayadin city on September 28th 2015. 

 

Yasser Al Hraib Adult 

Ammar Yasser Al Hraib Child 

Najem Yasser Al Hraib Child 

Ziad Ismael Subhi Al Hraib Adult 

Sarah Sayer Nadwan Adult 

Wife of Ghazi Saif Al Basri Adult 

Siraj Mohammad Al Hazbar Child 

Mohammad Bashar Al Humush Child 

Farah Bashar Al Humush Child 

Mahmoud Faraj Kubaisi Adult 

Yunus Zakkour Adult 

Mayyad Mudar Al Rashid Child 
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Hani Fouad AL Shibli Child 

Nael Fouad AL Shibli Child 

Mohammad Al Ayyoub Adult 

Hassan Saleh Al Hannan Adult 

Fahad Omar Al Rayyash Adult 

Ahmad Bashar Al Humush Child 
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