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Justice for Life Organization – January 2019 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 

IN DEIR EZZOR 

Following US President Decision to Withdraw Troops 

This paper focuses on the US president decision to withdraw the US troops from 

Syria and how this will influence the situation in Deir Ezzor along with describing the 

areas that US-led coalition participated in liberating them from ISIS. 
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The Current Situation in the Areas Located 
In North of Euphrates River 
(Demonstration of normalization of life in the areas located in north of Euphrates river): 
 

Stability in these areas led to a number of developments towards normalization of 

life despite many obstacles that are represented by insecurity due to ISIS 

presence in some areas along with ISIS sleeper cells. Additionally, there is 

hesitation of the civil council to accomplish its tasks. Yet, the situation is 

considered relatively better. 

Many important events followed ISIS defeat as follows; 

1. Civil action was launched immediately following ISIS defeat from the areas 

located in the north of Euphrates River. A variety of civic projects was 

launched as this kind of project was absent since the era of former Syrian 

president Hafez Al Assad. 

Civil society organizations organized a number of workshops and focus 

group discussions in these areas to focus on peace culture, human rights, 

promoting democracy and delivering psychosocial support. Many meetings 

were held among different local actors to ensure a real collaboration among 

the residents and controlling powers to achieve stabilization. 

 

 Justice for Life organization held many workshops about human 

rights and advocacy. 

 CHF established a psychosocial support center in Al Kasra town and 

held FGDs with women who received violations. 

 HI implemented many programs for raising awareness in mine action 

and how to deal with ERWs. 

2. Civil councils and local organizations worked on rehabilitating the water 

pumping stations and providing the required fuel to operate the electricity 

generators. This will play a role in supporting agriculture sector, which was 

complementing with the livestock sector. 

 

 Together for Deir Ezzor organization supported three farming 

associations in Al Kasra town in order to rehabilitate them for 

supporting agriculture sector. 
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 ERT conducted maintenance activities for water pumping stations in Al 

Jazrat village, Al Kasra town. 

 Concern Worldwide rehabilitated water-pumping stations in the 

villages of Zghair, Hammar Al Ali, Mhaimeeda, Hawaej, and Al Husan. 

 Providing medical points with the required medicines and 

vaccinations such as Al Kasra hospital, clinic of Abo Khashab, and 

other clinics in different areas. 

 Establishing private hospitals that supported health sector and filled 

the gap in some areas such as Al Tayyana village, Theeban town, two 

hospitals in Al Jazra village, and one in Hawaej village. 

 Working on rehabilitating a project for irrigating the farming lands by 

international organizations in Al Shuhail, Theeban, Al Hawaej, and Al 

Tayyana. 

3. IDPs camps were established in the areas located in the north of Euphrates 

River, where hundreds of families where hosted after fleeing from ISIS and 

government forces. They also provided food, healthcare, and education. 

These camps host about 2500 families as 10-20 families are arriving on daily 

basis. 

 The civil council in Deir Ezzor province established a camp in Abo 

Khashab village that hosts about 750 displaced families who fled from 

Syrian government and ISIS held areas as humanitarian organizations 

are providing the camp with some needs of the IDPs such as food, 

water, school, and a medical point. 

4. Thousands of children and students who were dropped out were able to back 

to schools following years of being deprived from education. Many schools 

were rehabilitated and provided with requirements and education staff.  

 Establishing an education point inside Abo Khashab camp 

 Rehabilitating 64 primary schools in the villages of Al Kasra town. 

 Rehabilitating three schools in Al Tayyan village, Theeban sub-district. 

 Qualifying education staff. 

5. Many organizations, including JFL, set forth recommendations to help the 

local councils and service-based organizations. Most important sectors 

were education, community peace, transitional justice, governance and 

local councils work, and women empowerment.  
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6. Return of commercial activity after securing the area and the commercial 

roads following ISIS defeat. This resulted in availability of basic materials 

such as food items, construction materials, and medicines at lower prices. 

7. Decreasing limitations that were imposed by ISIS on the civilians’ 
movement. Yet, some restrictions are still in place under the excuse of 

terrorist groups presence. 

8. The populations are able to restore their rights in expressing their demands 

and opinions throughout organizations and civil groups along with their right 

in protesting freely as the populations were deprived from these rights since 

the regime took the power of control in Syria. 

 

  

How will the US withdrawal affect? 
The US president decision to withdraw from Syria raised a shock in these areas as 

the civilians are in front of options that might be destructive such as killing, 

displacement, and detentions for hundreds of thousands of them one more time 

after all of their financial and physical powers were consumed by this war.  

Any rapid and ill-advised implementation for the decision of withdrawal will put 

hundreds of thousands of civilians in the hands of military power that already 

committed grave human rights violations in other areas, especially that there are 

thousands of people who fled the Syrian government forces held areas. This will 

also leave a gap in the area that might be filled by powers who will revenge from 

the populations in the north of Euphrates River. 

Thousands of displaced people who are currently based in Al Rakban camp on the 

Jordanian-Syrian border, including populations from Deir Ezzor, will face an 

unknown fate as they were informed with the withdrawal decision as there is no 

other choices for protecting civilians or mobilizing them to safe areas. 

This decision boosted ISIS morale as it is promising to return an control especially 

that it still controls some areas nearby Hajin, in the north of Euphrates river along 

with the nearby the areas held by the Syrian government in the south of the river. 

The decision came in the time that ISIS suffered from heavy losses recently and 

retreated from concentration points.  

This decision pushed the forces that are controlling the areas in the north of the 

river to promise to release ISIS prisoner as a reaction. This may also push them to 

rapidly withdraw along with communicate and allow the Syrian government 
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forces along with their allies to enter the areas in the north of the river to provide 

them with a political and military cover without considering the risks that civilians 

might undertake and the violations that might be committed against them.  

Fighting terrorist groups is not limited to military actions, and consequently there 

is a need to work on removing the reasons behind forming such groups like 

ignorance, poverty, lack of opportunities, instability, injustice, insecurity, 

continuity of violence cycle, and societal divisions that were resulted by current 

war. This decision, in case of implementation in an ill-advised manner and without 

coordination with local and community actors may leader to reasons of return of 

those extremist groups and more prevalence of radical ideology.   

 

Justice for Life affirms the following: 
 The withdrawal of foreign forces from Syria is a necessary action providing 

that it should take place in a manner that does not lead harm to civilians. 

 The need for protecting the civilians and reach a comprehensive political 

solution under the aegis of the United Nations. 

 Not to rely on the militias and governments that adopt the military and 

security methods in dealing with civilians.  

 The need to give the civilians their right in expressing their opinions and 

practicing their own rights freely.  
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In the light of these developments, and in endeavor to protect thousands of 

civilians including residents and IDPs in the north of the river in order to build on 

what has been achieved since late 2017, JFL demands the following; 

United Nations:  

1. To put pressure on all parties to conflict for protecting civilians in the areas 

located in the north of the river. 

2. To participate in the process of protecting civilians throughout observation 

power that ensures that no violations are practiced on the civilians in the 

north of river areas. 

3. UN must play its role to reach a comprehensive political solution in Syria. 

 

European Union: 

To increase its role to work with parties to conflict to protect the civilians who are 

residing the areas of north of river and continue in providing them with 

humanitarian assistance.  

 

US-led Coalition: 

1. To increase the participation of coalition members in the areas that the US 

troops will withdraw from in order to ensure stability.  

2. To work on not involving the areas of north of the river in new conflicts that 

might result in new influx of displacement and victims.  

 

United States of America: 

1. Any withdrawal from Syria should be within accurate plan that guarantees 

protection of civilians following this withdrawal. 

2. To work on replacing the US troops with other ones that are able to maintain 

security and protect all civilians in the north of the river. 

3. The alternative troops should be acceptable by the civilians in order to avoid 

any new influx of displacement, manhunt, or human rights violations. 

4. To ensure that the US troops withdrawal does not lead to new conflict in the 

north of the river and result in new influx of displacement along with ending 

up the relative stability situation. This should be in coordination with 

international and local powers. 

5. U.S. must play its role in pushing forward the political process to reach a 

comprehensive political solution under the aegis of the United Nations.  
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Russian Federation: 

1. To work with all local, regional, and international parties to guarantee that 

no violations are practiced against the civilians in the north of the river. 

2. To maintain the stability situation and avoid new conflicts along with 

understanding with different powers about the day after the US withdrawal.  

Syria Democratic Forces: 

1. To work on protecting civilians residing in the north of the river and to 

commit to human rights principles. 

2. To work on not involving the areas located in the north of the river in any new 

conflict, and to continue in fighting ISIS. 

3. To work in collaboration with the local community including civil, tribal, 

political, and military powers concerning the future options following the 

withdrawal of the US troops.  

 

 

All Parties to Conflict: 

1. To continue in fighting ISIS, not only on the military level, but also throughout 

supporting the civic action that represents cultural and ideological 

resistance to the radical ideology.  

2. To push forward political agreement in accordance with UNSC resolution 

2254. 

 

Current Situation in Deir Ezzor: 
Following seven years of war in Deir Ezzor province, where thousands of victims 

fell as dead and injured, and hundreds of thousands of civilians who were 

displaced, including three years of control of the terrorist group of ISIS on most 

areas along with committing crimes such as summary executions, torturing 

detainees, and forcible disappearance, the Syrian government forces with support 

of foreign militias and aerial support of the Russian air force were able to control 

the cities and towns located in the south of Euphrates river. On the other hand, 

Syria Democratic Forces, with support of the US-led coalition were able to control 

the towns and areas located in the north of the river. The two areas are split only by 

the river.   
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The military actions of the Syrian government forces to recapture the mentioned 

areas resulted in killing hundreds of civilians and displacing thousands of them, 

along with destroying their property. Until this moment, the civilians are suffering 

from the presence of these forces and militias as thousands of IDPs fear from 

returning to the areas recaptured by the government forces. They fear from being 

arrested and forcibly recruited.  

JFL documented the death of 1273 civilians in the entire province of Deir Ezzor due 

to aerial bombardment including 263 children and 244 women where more than 

60% of them were killed in the military campaign that was launched by the Syrian 

government force to recapture the areas in the south of the river.  

On the other hand, the north of the river became a relatively safe area for the 

civilians as they are not shelled and good choice for the returing of Deir Ezzor 

population from other provinces. Additionally, humanitarian organizations are 

active there as they distribute various assistance. 

 

The Importance of Deir Ezzor Province: 
It is located in the easternmost of Syria. It is the second largest Syrian province in 

terms of space. It has a space of 33,000km2. It was a home for 1,692,000 people in 

2012. This number decreased due to influx of displacements by the start of war on 

June 22nd 2012 as the province was a target to different types of weapons.  

Deir Ezzor is considered an economic repository as there are oil fields such as Al 

Omar, Al Tanak, Al Ward, Al Jafra, Al Tayma long with Gas Plant. It is a center for 

livestock as it is the second largest center for livestock in Syria with 1,850,000 

sheep.  

On the geopolitical level, the province is the link between Aleppo, Al Anbar and 

Ninawa in Iraq. It is also important link with Iraqi tribes, and this makes of it a main 

target for the government forces and their allies, along with other powers.  

Deir Ezzor province was involved in the peaceful movement against the ruling 

regime in Syria. This fact made it a target for the government forces and security 

members as hundreds were exposed to detention, torture, and forcible 

disappearance. Civilian areas and markets were exposed to aerial bombardment 

by different types of weapons, including those that are internationally banned 

ones.  

 

 


