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INTRODUCTION 

Syria Democratic Forces’ security apparatuses arrested a number of civil activists in SDF held 

areas in northeastern Syria. Some of the arrested activists were released and re-arrested again, 

and some are still arrested up to this moment. Despite countless demands to respect the civil 

action and to offer the required space of freedom to perform their activities, especially that the 

civil action has been achieving on all levels and gained the confident of the local community 

along with donors and funders that support Syrian organizations,  yet SDF continues stifling 

and  enacting more obstructive procedures for the work of these organizations. 

Since 2017 up to this moment, civil activists have been exposed to stifling acts, arrests, and 

threats in many areas controlled by the Autonomous Administration. The detention of a group 

of activists from Raqqa province poses the most flagrant example. According to what has been 

collected by JFL from activists from Raqqa province, out of the group who was arrested and 

released is Mazen Al Harami, monitoring and evaluation officer of We’am Program, Hamza 

Al Malla, a community dialogue facilitator with the Muwatana, Albduljabbar Al Huwaidi, 

Community liaison officer with Early Recovery Team. Reem Al Naser, chairman of Nema was 

beaten.  

Justice for Life organization communicated with Mr. Hassan Fawaz Al Qassab via a phone call 

to talk about his detention experience. Mr. Al Qassab is from Raqqa city. He is a former 

detainee who was arrested in the jails of SDF security apparatuses. He worked with Furat 

program, which provided funds to local organizations to repair electricity generators and water 

pumping stations along with waste disposal.  JFL also communicated with another civil activist 

to talk about actions taken by security apparatuses to counter civil activists. The witness, A.M, 

requested that his identity should remain confidential for private reasons.   
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Fifteen activists have been arrested since SDF controlled Raqqa until this moment; some of 

them were released, others were re-arrested and still in detention centers. 

ATTEMPTS TO RECEIVE FUNDS FROM LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The witness A.M told JFL that the Autonomous Administration has been seeking for 

authorization by the local organization to support its political vision.  

“For more than two months, Hasan Zouhat, a leader in the Autonomous Administration, has 

been trying to convince the local organizations to establish a sort of local alliance to support the 

Administration and its trends. This is to support the position of the Administration in the 

international fora such as Cairo platform and the negotiations process.  Such endeavors came 

before the arrest of Ahamd Al Hashloum and Omar Al Khamri”, the witness says. 

Local organizations were able to build a coherent civil structure along with developing a 

network; International coalition officials met with top management staffs working in these 

organizations many times apart from the Autonomous Administration and the military 

leaderships.  

The witness says, “The local organizations refused the invitations of the Autonomous 

Administration and insisted that the goal of their work is only stabilization programs without 

being involved in any political action”. “Some activists had to leave the city following threats of 

arrests or stopping their activities. Some refused attempts of security apparatuses to be 

recruited”. 

DETENTION AND CHARGES  

Mr. Hasan Qassab told JFL the details of detention with Ahmad Al Shalhoum, who is still 

arrested. Mr. Qassab was arrested on 16 August 2019 at 18:00 from the door of his house in 
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Al Tabqa city, only one day after his wedding. Mr. Al Hashloum was arrested on 17 August 

2019 and released after 76 days. Intelligence members have beaten Mr. Hasan  when they took 

him from his house. Both activists were not exposed to any sort of torture during the detention 

period. Before this date, three staffs of “Sunna’a Al Mustaqbal” organization, and one activist 

who works with “Afaq Jadeeda” organization that work in Raqqa were arrested and released 

after three months.  

Mr. Hasan was in charge of supporting civil society organization in Furat program. He told JFL 

about the intervention of the civil council in Raqqa province in a frequent manner to orient 

funds to specific companies and organizations selected by the council. He says “The first station 

of my detention was in “Ayed” prison in Al Tabqa city, which is the Public Security Investigation 

Administration, where I remained 16 days. Aftermath, I was moved to the central prison in Ain 

Al Arab/Kobani in Aleppo countryside. I remained there for 54 days. As investigation ended, 

I was moved to “Ayed” prison in Al Tabqa city to stay there for 6 days. Then, I and Ahmad 

were released”.  

The Public Security accused Mr. Hasan for funding a group of organizations to conduct “terror 

acts”, who are “Islamic State” sleeper cells. Yet, no proof or lead was given despite the demands 

of Mr. Hasan many times. He also was accused to prepare for exploding the Domestic Security 

Headquarter in Al Tabqa. 

Mr. Hassan says “They did not ask me about anything else. For example, they have not raised 

any financial files or charges of financial or administrative corruption during the interrogation. 

The charges were plenty and contradictive; at the beginning, they accused me of supporting 

organizations of terror acts. Then, they accused me to work with Syrian government 

apparatuses, and sometimes with “IS” group. They also accused me of communicating with 
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“Euphrates Shield” armed groups in the north. The last charge was receiving five million dollars 

from the Israeli Mossad and coordinating with the American and British intelligence”.  

The organizations that Mr. Hasan was accused to support for committing “Terror Acts” are: 

Sunna’a Al Mustaqbal, Inma Al Karama, bearing in mind that some of these organizations’ 

members are formerly detainees in “IS” group jails. 

The witness says that the civil council is fully aware of the budgets of all implemented projects 

in Raqqa as the local organizations provide detailed financial reports on all activities to the civil 

council in accordance with a detailed memorandum.  

Mr. Hasan says that Furat program stopped supporting he local organizations ten months 

before his detention. He says “In the central jail in Ain Al Arab, I was interrogated by SDF and 

a commission of inquiry from the international coalition. I requested to communicate with the 

program that I was working with, Furat, in order to make sure that no security, financial, or 

administrative complaint was reported against me”.  

The commission of inquiry concluded that the report, which the Public Security built the 

charges on, was vexatious. The commission recommended to release Mr. Hasan, unless there 

is another charge. The interrogation with Mr. Hasan Qassab and Mr. Ahmad Al Hashloum 

ended on 2 October 2019. 

THE RETURNING TO AYED PRISON 

Mr. Hassan says “By the beginning of Turkish military actions, artillery shells started on Ain al 
Arab/Kobani. Throughjout the prison window, I have seen military vehicles carrying the Syrian 
flag, and others carrying the Russian one. Fear invaded all of us that we could be handed over 
to Syrian regular forces. Then, SDF officials pledged to us not to hand us over. They deleted 
some of the news channels from the TV in our cell. Most of the detainees who were with me 
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were released, including those who were former fighters with ISIS and Al Nusra, additionally, 
an Emir in Al Nusra front. Out of those who were released, some persons who were arrested 
by airborne operations by the international coalition. All detainees in custody were released, 
except me and Ahmad Al Hashloum along with those who are accused to deal with Turkish-
backed groups. The number of cell detainees was 60, and then became 28”. 

On 24 October 2019, Mr. Hasan Qassab and Mr. Ahmad Al Hashloum were moved from 
Kobani prison to “Ayed”, in Al Tabqa city. They were questioned many times. Mr. Hasan says 
“I was asked about my relationship with local organizations. They told me that they are under 
media pressure following my arrest, and those who are defending me are close to the fighters 
of Euphrates Shield”.  

EVENTS PRECEEDING THE ARREST   

Mr. Hasan talked about two main events that preceded the arrest where some of Furat program 
staff along with other organization argued with the civil council. As a result, a complain was 
reported against them to the SDF intelligence. Hasan narrates the details “On 30 August 2018, 
Furat program announced a call for bid to buy power generators. One of the bidders was a 
company called “Ava” and has engines with a name of “Rojava”. The company offered the 
lowest price quotation. The company confirmed that it has a generator factory based in 
Rmailan, Al Hasaka province. The committee asked the company to pay a field visit to the 
factory. Despite many requests for field visits, the company did bot respond. The committee 
decided to select another offer that in line with the required technical specifications. “Ava” 
company manager reported a complaint to the civil council and claimed that there is a mistake 
in the bid conditions, despite the fact that the officials of the Autonomous Administration and 
the civil council signed the minute of the bid. The presidency of the council requested to cancel 
the bid and informed us that the priority is for the companies located in northeastern Syria”. 

Subsequent to this event, Mr. Hasan met the Co-Chair of the Civil Council of Raqqa, Leila 
Mustafa, who is from Tal Fandar village, Tal Abyad, Raqqa province. Mr. Hasan says “I 
informed the council that any cancellation will be negatively reflected on the project as the 
process of re-bidding will be long time, and this may result failure of the project. I told the co-
chair that I will talk in public that the council is behind obstructing the installation of the 
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generators. Following that meeting, the co-chair asked me to continue the project 
implementation”. 

“Ava” company manager reported a complaint to SDF intelligence. I was requested for a court 
appearance, yet I have not gone”. 

In July 2019, Furat program called for another tender for road maintenance. Mr. Hasan says 
“The council wanted to contract with a company named “Al Shimal” as the co-chair of the civil 
council asked expressly from the program coordinator, Mr. Jamal Mabrouk, yet he refused and 
insisted to call for bids. Aftermath, the contractor who won the tender was arrested by the 
charge of working with the Syrian government apparatuses”.  

 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE DETAINEES 

SDF intelligence arrested a number of civil society activists including; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ahmad Al Hashloum, from Hamra 
Naser village. He was born in 1985. He 
worked in an oil company. He was 
dismissed from his work due to his 
participation in the people’s movement 
against the Syrian authorities. He 
participated in establishing the 
provincial council in 2013. He also 
participated in vaccination and 
leishmania control campaigns in Al 
Karama area in Raqqa countryside. He 
established Inma Al Karama 
organization in 2017. He was re-
arrested on 29 February 2020 from the 
headquarter of the organization.  

 

Ahmad Al Hashloum – Credit: Mr. Hasan Qassab 
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Jamal Al Mabrouk, a civil engineering consultant 

who is one of the most professional engineers 

across the province. Before 2011, he worked for 

eight years as a mayor of Al Tabqa city. As he 

quitted his job, he worked as a contractor. Then, 

he worked as a coordinator for Furat program 

until the date of his arrest in 12 February 2020. 

Jamal Al Mabrouk – Credit: Mr. Hasan Qassab 

Nizar Okla Al Abboud, he has B.A in 

economics. He worked as an accountant in the 

Popular Credit Bank. He is the chairman of 

Sunna’a Al Mustaqbal organization. He was 

arrested from his house in Al Kasra village on 26 

February 2020.  

Nizar Okla Al Abboud– Credit: Mr. Hasan Qassab 
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE WITNESS HASAN QASSAB 

Hasan Fawaz Qassab was born in 1992. He worked as a manager of the charity pharmacy. 
Then, he worked as the head of medical office of Raqqa local council in 2013-2014. He also 
worked as community mobilization officer in polio vaccination campaigns in Raqqa city, which 
was funded by ACU. Additionally, he worked as a medical officer in MENTOR Initiative in 
Raqqa city. As “IS” group captured Raqqa, he fled to Turkey. While he was in Turkey, he 
worked with one of the UN related programs. Then, he worked with Furat program until 2019. 
Currently, he is studying medicine in Serbia.  

 

 

 

 

 

Omar Al Khamri is a lawyer who worked as 

the depute president of the provincial 

council of Raqqa in 2013-2014. He is the 

chairman of “Ma’an Li’Ajl Al Jarneyya” 

organization. He was arrested from his 

father’s house in Ja’aber village on 3 March 

2020. 

Omar Al Khamri– Credit: Mr. Hasan Qassab 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

JFL calls upon the Autonomous Administration / Syrian Democratic Forces to; 

1- To halt immediately acts of arbitrary arrests and not to violate human rights rules in the 
course of maintenance of security. 

2- To respect the work of civil society organizations, ensure its sustainability, and establish 
a transparent and impartial relationships with these organizations. 

3- To protect the civil society organizations and civil activists by SDF as they are exposed 
to risks due to their work nature. 

4- To allow local and international human rights organizations to work, pay visits to jails, 
and inspect the detainee’s conditions on a constant manner. 

5- To allow the detainees families and relatives to visit them and to explain their charges 
clearly.  

6- The conditions imposed by the Autonomous Administration against the civil society 
organizations to be registered, and limiting this process to the affiliated civil councils, 
often pose a leverage where the work of those organizations could be obstructed, or even 
terminated. Thus, it is necessary to find a way that facilitate the work of the organizations 
and not to link the fate of them with granting registration process.  

 

 

 

 


