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Introduction 

Many events that have taken place in Deir Ezzor governorate since the beginning of 

2020, some of which have had a direct and significant impact on the daily lives of the 

population, COVID-19 pandemic and the ban imposed on the movement of people, 

the repercussions of Caesar Act and the decline in the exchange rate of the Syrian 

pound have led to further decline in living conditions and emergence of 

demonstrations in different areas. 

These events prompted the Autonomous Administration to react, economically, 

raising the wages of employees of its institutions, and as for security, it tightened its 

security grip to block repeated demonstrations by threatening those participating and 

organizing demonstrations, while continuing the policy of running ahead and not 

listening to the demands of the demonstrators. 

Targeting the Autonomous Administration workers and activists has increased the 

already existing congestion among a number of villages, and the proliferation of 

weapons among residents has played a role in increasing fears of new societal 

explosions. 

The lack of intervention by the dominant forces to control security prompts local 

efforts to play a mediating role between the warring parties, as happened in a bloody 

fighting between two clans in the north of Deir Ezzor. 

Recent events have affected the activity of civil society organizations, where their 

activities have been banned for a period and many are reluctant to operate in some 

unstable areas, from a security perspective. 

The Syrian government apparatuses have reached the stage of inability to provide 

solutions and only to call for patience and resilience in the face of poverty and the 

prevalence  of crime in their areas of control in Deir Ezzor, and the monopoly of basic 

foodstuffs by merchants along with the organized extortion of security and military 

apparatuses, especially with the suspension of the monthly salaries of a number of 

military groups that fought alongside Syrian government forces. 

 

This paper focuses on the security, service, living and health conditions in key areas 

of Deir Ezzor governorate. Information stated in this paper is a summary of the 

documentation made by JFL in the cities of Deir Ezzor and Al-Mayadin, which are 

under the control of the Syrian government, and the areas of Al-Kasra and Hajeen 

under the control of the SDF. 

 

https://jfl.ngo/the-populations-of-deir-ezzor-and-conflict-outbids/
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Deir Ezzor City 

• The Syrian authorities allowed reopening shops and markets after a partial ban 

on movement due to COVID-19 a day after Eid Al-Fitr, the decision came after 

no confirmed case of infection was recorded in Deir Ezzor and currently the 

precautionary measures the only action. The capacity of the province's hospitals 

to deal with the pandemic is still too low, with one quarantine center available 

at Al-Assad Hospital and another at Al-Furat Hospital, located within Al-Assad 

Hospital. Moreover, there is a center allocated for military people in Al 

Bugaileyya neighborhood. An international organization has equipped the old 

building of the health institute which is located on the highway of Deir Ezzor-

Damascus to be a new quarantine center, but the ventilators are few and not 

enough to receive more than 10 cases. During the night curfew, police elements, 

who are charged with monitoring the populations compliance with the ban, 

arrested some of the violators and used it to obtain money for their release, 

including children whose families had been financially blackmailed. Fears of 

COVID-19 have returned after new cases were recorded by the Syrian Ministry 

of Health. The fact that people are forced to work, with high prices and a low 

standard of living, increases the risk of infection. Three suspected cases were 

recorded in the city of Abu Kamal, where they were transferred to Damascus. 

• The city has seen a proliferation of crime, where JFL documented abduction 

of two women and the theft of their home, whose fate is still unknown. 

• Security agencies and government institutions are asking some traders known 

for their financial solvency to pay large sums of money, sometimes in the 

hundreds of millions of Syrian pounds, in support of government agencies such 

as the Martyrs' Family Support Fund to support the families of Syrian army 

dead, or to ask them to distribute food parcels to government employees.  

• The Syrian government's subsidization for basic materials has declined from 40 

to 5 items, including food stuff, under deteriorating economic conditions 

following the implementation of the Caesar Act. Traders monopolize basic 

food items in light of the rapidly rising prices, and the 4th Division imposes 

taxes on any item entering the city where the members of the division are 

distributed at their entrances. The prices of some medicines have increased 

more than four-fold. 

• International organizations are carrying out debris removal projects in the 

destroyed parts of the city, and their work is limited to opening the main streets 
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without approaching the destroyed houses. These works are carried out by local 

contractors. 

• The security services arrest people coming from SDF-controlled areas, which 

last several months and end with millions of Syrian pounds paid by the 

prisoners’ families. 

• The funding for a number of armed groups that had previously fought alongside 

government forces ceased and this resulted in disintegration. The Iranian-

funded military groups withdrew from the city toward the eastern countryside, 

and virtually only national defense elements remained. 

 

 

Al Mayadin City  

 

• In search of jobs, the city has witnessed a shift of the unemployed to SDF held 

areas, with the exception of working in state directorates and offices, 

employment opportunities are non-existent, and self-employed people have 

decreased their resources after high prices and civilians are directed to obtain 

what is essential, especially relief items, and taxing sedation sought from 

elements of security and military checkpoints at the entrances to the city. 

• Deir Ezzor Red Crescent branch distributes food aid approximately every two 

months, including basic food items. 

• Neither ventilators nor x-ray equipment are available and hospital services, 

including private ones, are limited to some uncomplicated surgeries. 

• An international organization is working to rehabilitate the former Blood Bank 

building located east of the city near the riverbed to turn it into a hospital. The 

Iranian hospital located in the southwest of the city provides services until 5:00 

p.m. and the health clinic until 2 p.m. 

• Electricity is available in the city at 16 hours a day, nearby villages are provided 

with electricity. Water is connected to the city's electricity supply hours, and the 

city's irrigation station is operational. 

• The United Nations Development Programme has removed the ruins of a 

popular market known as the "Covered Market" in the city. 

• JFL documented the volunteering of three national defense personnel from the 

city to fight in Libya, where they went within a group of 20 people. 

https://jfl.ngo/a-voice-i-can-never-forget/
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• There is an increase in the number of members of the Syrian government's 

national defense, despite the fact that there are no monthly salaries for the 

members of the group, and some parents pay monthly payments to national 

defense leaders to accept their children's affiliation to avoid being recruited 

within compulsory service. 

 

 

 

Al Kasra Sub-district 

• Trade has fallen by more than half as prices rise and the market movement 

stagnates as residents buy the basics, especially after the local currency lost 

much of its value and prices rose to double. The Autonomous Administration 

decided to raise the wages of workers by 150%. It also decided to stop "exporting 

sheep and taking them out of Autonomous Administration zones" to control 

meat and livestock prices. 
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The resolution of preventing exporting sheep to out of the Autonomous Administration areas 
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The resolution of raising wages of employees of the Autonomous Administration institutions 

 

• There are four hospitals in the western countryside (3) in the village of Jazira al-

Buhamid and one in the village of Al-Muhimeda , which are private and 

expensive. There is only one public hospital in the town of Al-Kasra and clinics 

in the villages of Al-Sa'awa- Muhaymida- Sfira- Al-Hawaij- Chakra- Hermoshia 

- Abu Khashab 

• A number of quarantine centers have been equipped to deal with the COVID-

19 crisis in the villages of Jarwan, Jadid Bakara, Abu Hamam and a main center 

near the Mamel area. The curfew is still in effect from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m., and 

residents do not comply with the ban.  
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• A dialysis center is being equipped with the support of Relief International 

along with an oxygen production plant. 

• The SDF has issued strict instructions to medical staff in all of Deir Ezzor not 

to disclose any information about COVID-19. 

• On January 1, 2020, members of SDF attacked medical staff at Al-Kasra Public 

Hospital, and the staff decided to strike for a period of time demanding that 

this must not be repeated. 

• Al-Kubar water plant has been repaired and new water plants have been 

constructed in the towns of Al-Kasra and Al-Hawaij with the aim of providing 

more areas with water. Disputes between those responsible for providing 

internet service to the region led to a two-day service outage last February, and 

these disputes occur from time to time. 

• Demonstrations took place in the village of Safira on January 19, 2020, and on 

June 8, 2020, in the town of Al-Kasra. SDF tightens its measures on the 

checkpoints as a result. On 13 January 2020, SDF attacked the village of Al-

Kubar in the wake of protests. This attack led to casualties. 
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A photo for demonstrations of Al Kasra that took place on 8 June 2020 

 

• In January 2020, SDF arrested four people who were employees of civil council 

directorates for no apparent reason and continue to deny their presence in its 

prisons. 

• On June 22, 2020, Al-Kasra prison witnessed a mutiny by the prisoners, 

including former member of ISIS, for several hours. After the arrival of 

counter-terrorism forces, calm returned to the prison. Gunfire was heard during 

the riot and after the arrival of the anti-terrorist forces. 
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Hajeen Sub-district 

• There are four hospitals in the town of Hajeen, three in the village of Abu 

Hamam and two in the village of Gharanij, as well as a medical centre of the 

Sawsan Society in the village of Abu Hamam. The critical cases are being 

transferred to other governorates where better health care is available. 

• Water is only available for houses near water stations or riverbed, while distant 

houses suffer in securing water. Water pumping stations were provided with 

electricity in June 2020 and houses are provided with a monthly subscription to 

neighborhood-wide power generators. 

• The agriculture sector has been severely affected by the high prices of fertilizers 

and agricultural requirements and the lack of water to agricultural land, 

especially those that are distant from the riverbed. 

• The villages of the sub-district are witnessing cases of theft of shops and the 

shops of gold, the owners of the shops hired night guards to face these acts. On 

4 March 2020, a night guard was shot after being shot during an attempted shop 

robbery. 

• A motorcycle exploded near an SDF checkpoint (Public Security and Military 

Police) on June 6, 2020, slightly injuring a civilian, where two persons parked 

the bike and left to explode shortly afterwards. 

• The villages of the sub-district are witnessing armed clashes from time to time, 

where weapons are widespread among populations. SDF does not intervene to 

contribute to the restoration of stability and security, local notables are 

mediating between the local parties to dispute. On 13 March 2020, a meeting 

of local and military leaders was held in the village of Al-Kashkiya, where it was 

agreed to prevent shooting during events. A villager from Gharanij opened fire 

on a house because of a family dispute that killed a person who was working at 

the house and had nothing to do with the family dispute. 

• On June 23, 2020, the body of a member of the SDF was found in the village 

of Gharanij, a 21-year-old from the village of Abu Hamam, after he went 

missing for three days. 

• On June 24, 2020, in Abu Hammam and Gharanij villages, demonstrations 

were held in to demand the fight against corruption in the Autonomous 

Administration’ institutions after leaflets were distributed in the village on June 

4 calling for demonstrations. Two demonstrations took place on June 29 and 
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July 2, 2020 in the village of Gharanij, demanding the release of detainees in 

SDF prisons.  

 

 

 

 
A photo for demonstrations of Abo Hamam that took place on 24 June 2020 

 

 
Leaflets calling for demonstrations in Abo Hamam on 4 June 2020 
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A photo for demonstrations of Gharanij that took place on 29 June 2020 
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