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1. Executive Summary  

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) embarked on numerous raids and arrested dozens of 

people in its control areas in Deir ez-Zor province, located east of the Euphrates River, during 

ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ п WǳƴŜ нлнл against the cells of 

the Islamic State (IS), aka Daesh.  

The reported raids and arrests were spearheaded by the security services of the Autonomous 

Administration and the SDF, particularly by the Anti-Terror Forces, known as the HAT.1 Some 

of these raids were covered by helicopters of the US-led coalition, eyewitnesses claimed. 

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ {5C ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ 

110 persons on the charge of belonging to IS, in a statement made on 10 June 2020,2 adding 

that it also swept large-scale areas in the suburbs of Deir ez-Zor and al-Hasakah provinces. It 

also ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ом ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 

to the corresponding statement made on 21 July 2020 that reported the outcomes of the 4-

day operation in rural Deir ez-Zor.3 ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ώŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩǎϐ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƎƻŀƭǎΣέ ǘƘŜ {5C ǎŀƛŘΣ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

arrested 31 terrorists and suspects, one of whom it described as a high-ranking IS 

commander.  

Contrary to SDFΩǎ reports, as it declared arresting a total of 141 persons over the course of 

the campaign between 10 June and 21 July 2020, information obtained by JFL and STJ, that 

are backed by a thorough investigation process, indicates that the SDF arrested no fewer than 

339 persons in Deir ez-½ƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƻƴ п WǳƴŜ ǘƻ ƭŀǘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнлΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ пп ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

detainees is unknown, since 200 persons are already released, while about 90 others are 

being brought before the court, the field researchers of the two organizations reported, 

adding that among the persons arrested were a number of teenage boys, who are not yet 18 

years old. 

 

During the campaign, the raids and arrests targeted several towns in Deir ez-Zor province, 

primarily Hajin, Gharanij, Diban, al-Shheell, Huwayej Diban, al-Tayyana, Ash Sha'Fah and al-

Baghouz.   

 

 
1 HAT is an abbreviation of the Kurdish name of the Anti-Terror Forces τ Hêzên Antî Teror.   
2 ά{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ hǇƛƴƛƻƴέ όƛƴ !ǊŀōƛŎύΣ SDF-Media Center, 10 June 2020, https://sdf-
press.com/?fbclid=IwAR3um1ny8RZQv5JKb9rlIDh9HZdA1hIZKnwSm-9cipKWySlt6DSavdLSHA0 (last visit: 14 
October 2020). 
3 ά{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ hǇƛƴƛƻƴέ όƛƴ !ǊŀōƛŎύΣ SDF-Media Center, 21 September 2020, https://sdf-
press.com/?p=32505&fbclid=IwAR2CcK0fUPnu2CVNTSPhSN7GNEXGg8n6gbfKbaZV6GB6noCVPlaUKFeKtrQ 
(last visit: 14 October 2020). 

https://sdf-press.com/?fbclid=IwAR3um1ny8RZQv5JKb9rlIDh9HZdA1hIZKnwSm-9cipKWySlt6DSavdLSHA0
https://sdf-press.com/?fbclid=IwAR3um1ny8RZQv5JKb9rlIDh9HZdA1hIZKnwSm-9cipKWySlt6DSavdLSHA0
https://sdf-press.com/?p=32505&fbclid=IwAR2CcK0fUPnu2CVNTSPhSN7GNEXGg8n6gbfKbaZV6GB6noCVPlaUKFeKtrQ
https://sdf-press.com/?p=32505&fbclid=IwAR2CcK0fUPnu2CVNTSPhSN7GNEXGg8n6gbfKbaZV6GB6noCVPlaUKFeKtrQ
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Image no. (1) -The map locates the towns targeted by the campaign.  

 

 

Furthermore, the JFL and STJ documented the arrest of no less than 29 persons in February 2020, of 

whom 23 are released, while the remaining six continue to be detained at the al-Kasra prison, west of 

Deir ez-Zor city.  
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For the purpose of this report, the partner organizations reached out for sources, 

eyewitnesses and relatives of detainees in Deir ez-Zor province, who addressed the reasons 

for and the way the detentions were carried out. Three of the interviewees are relatives of 

ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ Ǝƻǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ 

ƳƛƴƻǊ ōƻȅΣ мсΣ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ōǊŜŀŘǿƛƴƴŜǊΦ   

While none of the relatives were informed of the reasons for the arrest, the fate of the three 

detainees was yet unknown at the time of reporting in late September 2020. 

Moreover, the report provides the testimonies of two former detainees, arrested and 

detained by the SDF earlier on and for various charges, most notably belonging to IS. Both of 

the witnesses reported maltreatment, which at times amounted to beating and physical 

abuse.   

In a report published on 14 August 2020,4 the Independent International Commission of 

Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic stated that security deteriorated as the SDF ramped up 

raids and arrests against civilians, who are allegedly affiliated to the Islamic State in the Levant 

and Iraq (ISIL), so-called Daesh in Arabic, adding that:   

ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ Ŏases of arbitrary detention of civil society 

workers, political activists and persons of Arab ethnicity by the Syrian Democratic 

CƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ YǳǊŘƛǎƘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ¦ƴƛǘǎκ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ¦ƴƛǘǎΣ 

including by their military intelligence. Civilians were apprehended in towns in 

Raqqah and Hasakah Governorates and held in various intelligence facilities under 

the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces, as well as in Ghweran Prison, the Al-

Shadadi prison, the former Raqqah juvenile prison, and Ayed, Al-Aid and Ayn al-Arab 

όYƻōŀƴƛύ ǇǊƛǎƻƴǎΦέ 

The SDF carried out similar raids and arrests in Raqqa province in August 2019, which affected 

no less than 14 civilians, including well-known activists of civil society organizations.5 Four of 

the detainees were released later on.6 

2. Background 

Over the course of the Syrian conflict, several of the fighting forces held reigns to power in 

Deir ez-Zor province. In June 2012, armed opposition groups took over Deir ez-Zor city, thus 

dividing it into two separate enclaves, controlling the one encompassing the majority of its 

neighborhoods, except for the al-Jorah, al- Qosoor, and Harbesh neighborhoods, as well as 

large-ǎŎŀƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ made the second enclave that the Syrian 

 
4 άwŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic: Human Rights 
Council, Forty-fifth sessionέ ¦bΣ мл !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнлΣ https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/31 (last visit: 14 October 
2020) 
5 ά{ȅǊƛŀΥ tǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ !ǊōƛǘǊŀǊƛƭȅ !ǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ wŀǉǉŀέΣ {¢WΣ ол !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнлΣ https://stj-sy.org/en/syria-
rising-child-abandonment-poverty-is-the-leading-cause/ (last visit: 14 October 2020). 
6 ά!ǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ {ȅǊƛŀ wŜƭŜŀǎŜǎ CƻǳǊ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ wŀǉǉŀέΣ {¢WΣ ол !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнлΣ 
https://stj -sy.org/en/syria-rising-child-abandonment-poverty-is-the-leading-cause/ (last visit: 14 October 
2020). 

https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/31
https://stj-sy.org/en/syria-rising-child-abandonment-poverty-is-the-leading-cause/
https://stj-sy.org/en/syria-rising-child-abandonment-poverty-is-the-leading-cause/
https://stj-sy.org/en/syria-rising-child-abandonment-poverty-is-the-leading-cause/
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regular forces controlled. In July 2014, IS acquired dominion over the area previously held by 

the armed opposition groups following hostile confrontations. Later on, the Syrian regular 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀǎ ǊŜƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƭȅƛng south of the Euphrates.  

In September 2017, backed by the US-led coalition, the SDF launched Operation al-Jazeera 

Storm in Deir ez-½ƻǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ {5CΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ 

the Euphrates, chiefly the towns of Hajin, al-Kasra, Diban, al-Suwar, and al-Busayrah.  

Regardless of the ruling parties, civilians were repeatedly subjected to all sorts of grave 

violations of human rights. In addition to death due to the shelling, civilians suffered from 

summary execution, arbitrary detention, forcible displacement, and property confiscation.  

Even though active combat has ceased and the SDF has established its control over the areas 

in northeastern Syria, including those located to the east of the Euphrates River in Deir ez-Zor 

province, some of these violations are still committed, most notably arbitrary detention. 

Numerous residents of Deir ez-Zor were arbitrarily arrested, including under-18 teenagers.   

A number of the reported arrests/detentions took place during the first stage of the 

ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ, which started on 4 June 2020. The operation was carried 

out 175 km along the border strip and 70 km deep into the area, namely as far as the borders 

of al-Baghouz town, resulting in the arrest of over 110 persons, suspected for belonging to IS, 

the SDF stated. 

hǘƘŜǊ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ 

which the SDF launched on 16 July 2лнлΣ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛōŜǎΩ 

dignitaries, who demanded that the SDF prosecute IS cells in eastern rural Deir ez-Zor. During 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ I!¢Σ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ¦ƴƛǘǎ 

(YPG), Asayish and the Commandos Units committed several violations that resulted in the 

arrest of more than 31 persons.   

On 15 September 2020, one last raid was carried out, targeting the al-Busayrah town. No less 

than 10 military vehicles stormed the town, accompanied by heavy firing in the air in search 

of wanted persons. The locals, for their part, held protests in various towns and villages, 

condemning the arbitrary arrests and the security chaos, as numerous assassinations took 

place in the area. Furthermore, a number of Syrian organizations released a joint statement 

on 20 August 2020, denouncing the repeated assassinations that aimed at tribal leaders in 

Deir ez-Zor, and demanding that the US-led coalition and the SDF assume their responsibility 

of maintaining security and protecting the locals.7   

3. Testimonies of VictiƳǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǘŀƛƴŜŜǎΩ wŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ  

In this section, LFJ and STJ provide five interviews, three of which were conducted with the 

relatives of persons detained by the SDF during the raids and arrests it embarked on 

 
7 άмм {ȅǊƛŀƴ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ /ƻƴŘŜƳƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ !ǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 5ŜƛǊ 9ȊȊƻǊ aƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎέΣ 
STJ, 20 August 2020, https://stj -sy.org/en/11-syrian-organizations-strongly-condemns-the-repeated-
assassinations-in-deir-ezzor-against-tribal-leaders/ (last visit: 14 October 2020). 

Deir%20ez-Zor%20Dozens%20Arbitrarily%20Arrested%20during%20SDF’s%20
Deir%20ez-Zor%20Dozens%20Arbitrarily%20Arrested%20during%20SDF’s%20
https://jfl.ngo/implications-of-fragile-stability-and-human-rights-violations/Deir%20ez-Zor%20Dozens%20Arbitrarily%20Arrested%20during%20SDF’s
Deir%20ez-Zor%20Dozens%20Arbitrarily%20Arrested%20during%20SDF’s%20
https://stj-sy.org/en/11-syrian-organizations-strongly-condemns-the-repeated-assassinations-in-deir-ezzor-against-tribal-leaders/
https://stj-sy.org/en/11-syrian-organizations-strongly-condemns-the-repeated-assassinations-in-deir-ezzor-against-tribal-leaders/
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throughout Deir ez-½ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ōƻȅΣ 

мсΣ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƳŀƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ōǊŜŀŘǿƛƴƴŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƴƻǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŜǎΩ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΣ 

particularly on 16 September 2020.  

Moreover, the two organizations provide testimonies of two former detainees, who spent 

ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {5CΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ȅǊƛŀƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

maltreatment, which at times amounted to beating and physical abuse, after they were both 

detained on various charges, the most serious of which was belonging to IS, the witnesses 

reported. 

Born in Deir ez-Zor in 2004, Ammer M. was one of the children detained by the SDF during a 

raid into the al-Zir village. Offering the parents no explanation, SDF-affiliated personnel 

arrested Ammer on 1 July 2020, whose fate was still unknown at the time of reporting in late 

September 2020Φ !ƳƳŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ {¢WΥ8   

ά!ƳƳŜǊΣ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭ-Zir village. On 1 July 

2020, around 8:00 p.m. the SDF-affiliated HAT imposed a curfew. The village was 

cordoned in preparation for a raid, which allegedly aimed at clearing it of IS cells and 

terrorists, knowing that blasts and assassinations continue in the area; they have 

even escalated. 

On the same day, we learned that the SDF personnel raided several houses and 

arrested many personǎΦ hƴŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ǊŀƛŘŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ 

house and arrested her only child Ammer. Additionally, there were US-affiliated 

military ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ storm inΦέ 

Along with other family members, the witness tried to investigate into the evening raid. His 

ǿƛŦŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5C ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ 

ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ 

pointing that the house was encircled and was being extensively searched. Stressing that his 

nephew was detained for no reason, the witness added:   

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {5CΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ CƻǊŎŜǎΩ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

al-Busayrah town, near our own village, to ask for Ammer. A relative works there, 

as the officer in charge of the General Security patrols in the al-Busayrah. We 

recounted the evening incidents to our relative, who advised us to go to the 

LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǳǎ ƴƻ 

information, saying that this was a security-related issue. Then, we addressed the 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5CΩǎ !ƴǘƛ-Terrorism Department in Gharanij town, east of 

Deir ez-Zor. The officer was one of the personnel who raided the village, 

accompanied by the HAT. We went into thŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

be an elementary school. He avoided helping us, saying that he could not intervene 

in issues related to raids and arrests. He also told us that we better refer to the 

 
8 ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ōȅ {¢WΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ нп Wǳƭȅ н020. 
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headquarters in the al-Omar Oil Field, particularly since all the arrested persons are 

usually handed over to the US-led coalition forces stationed there. Nonetheless, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 

to enter it and ask about someone. As for the local dignitaries, we got nothing other 

than empty promises from themΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƛǘǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ 

A week after the evening raid, the witness reported, a group of the arrested young men was 

released, while the rest were still detained, but their parents were informed of their 

whereabouts, except for Ammer and two other young men, whose fate is so far unknown. 

Born in Deir ez-Zor province in 1995 and a student at the University of Aleppo, Muhammad 

A. was also arrested from his home at the Ash Sha'Fah village by the SDF on 15 June 2020. 

His fate was still unknown at the time of reporting in late September 2020. Commenting on 

ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΣ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ {¢WΥ9  

άaǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ any political or military body; he even chose 

leaving Deir ez-½ƻǊ ǘƻ 5ŀƳŀǎŎǳǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ L{Ω ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŦŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

killings. It was not till 2018 that he returned to the Ash Sha'Fah village. On 15 June 

2020, around 11:00 p.m. Muhammad was arrested by the SDF-affiliated HAT forces 

from his home on the 24th Street, at the center of the village. He was arrested during 

a raid after a curfew was imposed on the village, the thing they usually do every time 

they plan to storm an area. Muhammad, his maternal cousin and a group of the 

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΦ  

¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳōŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΦέ 

! ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƴŜǿǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ whereabouts, the witness added. 

Accordingly, ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {5CΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ŘƛƎƴƛǘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΣ ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀǘƻǊ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ them 

to find the place where Muhammad was detained. Of the people they approached were 

Sheikh Mutasher al-WŀŘΩŀƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƭ-Akidat/al-Aqidat tribe, who 

maintains relations with Kurdish commanders,10 according to the witness, and the 

Commander of the Deir ez-Zor Military Council, dubbed Abu YƘŀǿƭŀΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 

attempts at communication were to no avail. Commenting on this, the witness added:   

ά!ǎƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {5CΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ 

officers told us that their mission ends once the detainees are handed over to the 

command of the US-led coalition. The decision was not theirs to make, they claimed. 

Other officers said that we had to refer to the Intelligence Directorate Command. 

We indeed went there, but the officials avoided answering our questions. We thus 

ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ŦŀǘŜΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

informed that Muhammad was handed over to the command in the al-Omar Oil 

 
9 ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ōȅ {¢WΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ нс Wǳƭȅ нлнлΦ 
10 Sheikh Mutasher al-WŀŘΩŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнлΦ 
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Field, but we could never access the area, especially since the field is a US base and 

is a milƛǘŀǊȅ ȊƻƴŜΦέ    

¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 

headquarters and asked all tribe sheikhs and SDF commanders about his place. They even 

went to the cities of al-Qamishli and Kobanî ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎ 

and his condition, but they found no trace of him, despite the fact that all the young men 

arrested on the same day were released or the prisons where they were held were known.   

Furthermore, the witness said that US-affiliated helicopters were hovering over the area 

during the raid on the evening of 15 June 2020, the day Muhammad was arrested. 

Born in the Burtuqala village in 1993, Deir ez-Zor province, Raafat A. was also arrested by SDF-

affiliated personnel during a raid into his village on 13 July 2020. He is married and is the sole 

breadwinner of his family and younger siblingsΦ wŀŀŦŀǘΩǎ fate was yet unknown at the time of 

reporting. Commenting on the incident, a relative of the detainee provided STJ with the 

following account:11  

άhƴ мо WǳƭȅΣ {5C-affiliated personnel, backed by the US-led coalition and the Deir ez-

Zor Military Council, dŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊǘǳǉŀƭŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ .ŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΣ 

three US-led coalition helicopters landed in the village, around 12:30 a.m. For their 

part, the SDF personnel cordoned the village and started shooting in the air. On 

speakers, the personnel ordered the people out of their houses. They stormed about 

ŦƛǾŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ wŀŀŦŀǘΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ wŀŀŦŀǘΩǎ Ŧŀmily asked the personnel stationed at an SDF-

ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴ L{ ŎŜƭƭΦ 

The family then headed to the Deir ez-Zor Command Center, hoping to get answers about 

wŀŀŦŀǘΩǎ ŦŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ were told that their relative is detained in the Hajin city, Deir ez-Zor. 

Hearing this, the family went to search for Raafat in Hajin and al-Baghouz, as well as the al-

Omar Oil Field, but they managed to obtain no information at all. The witness added: 

άwŀafat was married for three months only when he got arrested. He is also the sole 

breadwinner of his family, working at a grocery shop in the village. The villagers also 

know him as a fine man, who spends time either at home or work. It was not only 

Raafat ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛŘΩǎ ŘŀȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {5C ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴ ǘƻƻΦ wŀŀŦŀǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ ƛŘŜŀ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 

whereabouts, along with other three young men who got arrested on the same day. 

We repeatedly attempted to obtain information from the tribal leaders and the Deir 

ez-½ƻǊ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ   

For its part, the JFL obtained the testimonies of two former detainees, also arrested by the 

SDF, however, earlier into the Syrian conflict. 

 
11 ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ōȅ {¢WΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ ол Wǳƭȅ нлнлΦ 
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Born in Deir ez-Zor province in 1993, married and a father of two, Majed A. was arrested at 

the al-Kasra district in Deir ez-Zor by the SDF in February 2018.12 Detained for several hours, 

he was subjected to beating and abuse, while offered no reason for his arrest.13 Commenting 

on this, he said:  

ά!ǊƻǳƴŘ фΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ L ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƭ-KasraΣ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ 

when I noticed two SDF vehicles behind me, boarded with a number of personnel, 

who ordered me to pull over. As I did so, masked personnel got out of the vehicles; 

they hit me on the shoulder and then shoved me down. UpseǘΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳΥ Ψ¸ƻǳ Řƻ 

ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ƳŜΤ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦΩ ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ǘǊǳƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƘƛǊǘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ ǎƻ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ 

where they were taking me. They kept beating me all the way through, and I had a 

ƘǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎΦέ   

aŀƧŜŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5CΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 

as a center affiliated with the Asayish, near the al-Kasra District Hospital. There, he was also 

beaten and then guided into the interrogation room, where he had to deal with two militants, 

one was in charge of taking the detaƛƴŜŜǎΩ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŎŜƭƭǇƘƻƴŜǎ and the like, and another 

who treated him roughly, and who later he knew as the guard ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎŀȅƛǎƘΩǎ 

center in al-Kasara district. Recounting the details of the interrogation process, the witness 

said: 

ά!ǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŎǳŦŦǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

rests. The personnel there asked us to keep our heads down. We were left with one 

militant, who was in charge of taking our possessions. He asked why we were 

arrested, and we answered that we were not informed of the reason, adding that 

they arrested us while on the street and in an abusive manner. Ten minutes later, 

another militant entered the room and started asking the first about us, the reason 

why were detained and also the reason why the guard of the director of the 

!ǎŀȅƛǎƘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƭ-Kasara district was insulting us. We again answered him that 

we had no idea. The two militants are probably from Deir ez-Zor, their dialect 

indicated so. Then, the first militant, extremely disturbed, pointed to the second and 

ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ 

comrade Juwan, the director of the center, is here. I will arrest anyone who attempts 

ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΩΦέ   

Majed added that the plastic cuffs were loosened shortly after, and then another militant got 

into the room and started talking about a shooting incident near one of the SDF-affiliated 

checkpoints in the area, carried out by persons riding a motorcycle. The militant also said that 

the SDF patrols embarked on an arrest drive, which ended with arresting the shooters, and 

 
12 Al-Kasra is a district, where a town by the same name is also located. 
13 ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōȅ WC[Ωǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ мм WǳƴŜ нлнлΦ 
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that they were awaiting the arǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎŀȅƛǎƘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƭ-Kasra district 

to release the detainees. In this regard, the witness added: 

ά²ƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŀ ōƭƛƴŘŦƻƭŘŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ him hard, bunching and kicking the 

ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳΥ Ψ!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΚΩ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƴŜŀƪ ŀ ǇŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘΣ Ƙƛǘ 

me hard on the head and the shoulder and insulted meΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ΨƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ 

ŘƻǿƴΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ƭŀƛŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ 

to the cell by several personnel. Later, I discovered that the detainee was my 

neighbor. After three hours, during which we were insulted and humiliated, the 

director finally showed up and started asking each one of us about our names and 

to which tribe we belonged. With a cynical tone, he apologized and asked us to 

ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ƭŜǎǎ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мнΥол ŀΦƳΦέ 

The next day, Majed was informed that unknown persons fired at one of the SDF-affiliated 

checkpoints in the area, injuring one of the personnel and sending the rest into a fit of terror. 

Majed also said that his detained neighbor was released a week later, adding that he was 

subjected to beating because he refused to accompany the militants to the headquarters, as 

they kept humiliating him during the arrest process.   

Born in Deir ez-Zor province, the second witness chose to go by the pseudonym Tayem.14 He 

is married and a father of three. He was detained by the SDF for over 20 days on the charge 

of belonging to IS on the summer of 2018. Taken from his home at night, Tayem reported the 

following to JFL:  

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мΥлл ŀΦƳΦ aȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ any notice. Masked 

personnel led me out of the bedroom in front of my family and children, who were 

stricken by fear. They blindfolded and stuffed me into a 4×4 car. There were other 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ ¢ǿƻ Ƴƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ Ƙƛǘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛŦƭŜǎΩ ōǳǘǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ L ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ 

to look up. They insulted me all the way around. Listening carefully to their dialect, 

I could make that one was Kurdish and the other was from the region. Almost 15 

minutes later, the car stopped, and we were led into some place, blindfolded and 

handcuffed. The handcuffs were then removed, and we were placed in a four meter 

long and four meter wide cell, where other seven people were detained. Talking for 

a while, we got to know that the other men were either from western rural Deir ez-

Zor or from various areas across al-Kasra district. I also got to know the people who 

were on the same car with me. One of them was from the al-Harmoushiya village 

and the other from al-!ƭƛ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦέ 

Inquiring into the place where he was detained, the other detainees told the witness it was 

ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭ- Huwayej, which 

was a former vocational school. The witness stressed that he was not informed of the reasons 

for his detention, and that three days later he was taken into the interrogation room. There, 

 
14 ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōȅ WC[Ωǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ƻƴ мн Wǳƭȅ нлнлΦ 
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a person, probably from Deir ez-Zor, according to the dialect he spoke, ordered the witness 

to report his personal information, asking him about his hometown and the places where he 

worked. The witness added:   

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΦ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

looked more of a classroom. The next day, in the afternoon, the personnel once 

again led me to the interrogation room. There, the detective asked me the following: 

ΨLƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ L{ΚΩ Iƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ƳŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

I was one of the first people to join the peaceful protests and adopted the opposition 

stance to the extent that IS arrested me and subjected me to istitaba/repentance-

seeking lessons 10 times. As I answered the detective that I never pledged allegiance 

ǘƻ L{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƻŘŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎΣ ƘŜ ƛƴǎƛǎted that he had 

information about me, that he will help and release me only if I confessed joining IS 

and gave him the names of its members that I was familiar with. Having interrogated 

me for an hour, the detective told me he will allow me time till the next day to 

consider the matter, otherwise, he will be using a different interrogation method. I 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƴΦέ 

The next day, the witness reported, he was taken to the interrogation room again, along with 

other people. There, his hands were tied by a robe suspended from the ceiling. In a 

ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŀǎƪΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻu planning to 

ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘŜΣ ƻǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǿŀȅΚέ As he reaffirmed that he does not and had never 

belonged to IS, one militant hit him all over the body with a cable, while others asked him not 

to deny the matter. The witness was beaten for about an hour, after which he was returned 

to the cell, where other detainees cleaned the blood on his body that got sores due to beating. 

The witness said: 

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿas released about 15 days later after 

my family asked a tribal leader for help. The latter told them that I was detained after 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ǊŀǘǘŜŘ ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ L{ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ 

for over 20 days, during which I felt as if held captive at one of the Syrian security 

servicŜǎΩ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǊŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ L ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦέ 

4. Conclusion and Recommendations 

International human rights instruments, in particular article 9 of both the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),15 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (ICCPR) protect the right to personal liberty,16 which states that: ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or 

ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ That is no one shall be arbitrarily detained, especially since that customary 

 
15 άUniversal Declaration of Human RightsέΣ ¦bΣ https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-
rights/index.html  
16 άInternational Covenant on Civil and Political RightsέΣ hI/IwΣ 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx  

https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx


 

  Page | 13  

Deir ez-Zor: Dozens Arbitrarily Arrested ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {5CΩǎ ά5ŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳέ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ www.stj-sy.org 

International Humanitarian Law (IHL) prohibits arbitrary deprivation of liberty. Detention, 

which, in itself, is not a violation of human rights and can be legitimate, becomes arbitrary 

when the deprivation of liberty is carried out in violation of fundamental rights and 

guarantees set forth in relevant international human rights instruments.17 The UN Working 

Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) has defined several categories under which detention 

is considered arbitrary:18 

ü When it is impossible to invoke any  legal  basis for the deprivation of liberty (as when 

a person is kept in detention after the completion of his sentence or despite an 

amnesty law applicable to him/her); 

ü When the deprivation of liberty results from the exercise of the rights or freedoms 

guaranteed by the UDHR and the ICCPR, such as the right to freedom of opinion and 

expression, peaceful assembly and association; 

ü When international norms relating to the right to a fair trial have been totally or 

partially violated, for example if the person has been imprisoned without charge or 

denied access to a lawyer; 

ü When the deprivation of liberty is based on discriminatory grounds such as, amongst 

others, on ethnic origin, religion, political or other opinion or gender. 

 

Recommendations 

 
1. The Autonomous Administration/Syrian Democratic Forces must explain and make 

clear the legal basis underlying the arrests and detentions, which must also be drafted 

and published in language and terms intelligible to all citizens, especially when 

detentions are aimed at civilians and activists; 

2. Arrests must only be carried out by authorities bestowed the powers to do so, based 

on official warrants issued by the Public Prosecutor's office or those authorized to 

issue such warrants; 

3. Detainees must be granted the right to communicate with their families and lawyers 

without delay, be notified of the reasons for their arrest, be ensured that they will be 

promptly brought before a judge, have formal charges made against them, or be 

released immediately; 

4. When charges are laid, the accused must be granted a fair trial before an 

independent court. However, local and international human rights organizations 

must be allowed to monitor trials. 

 

 

 

 
17 ά!ǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ 5ŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴέΣ !ƭYŀǊŀƳŀΣ https://www.alkarama.org/en/issues/arbitrary-detention (last visit: 14 
October 2020). 
18 CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻΥ άWorking Group on Arbitrary DetentionέΣ hI/IwΣ 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/detention/pages/wgadindex.aspx  

Deir%20ez-Zor%20Dozens%20Arbitrarily%20Arrested%20during%20SDF’s%20
https://www.alkarama.org/en/issues/arbitrary-detention
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/detention/pages/wgadindex.aspx
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5. Appendix 

The table below provides the names of some currently detained persons and available 

information pertaining to each case: 

Full Name Arrest 

Date 

Detention 

Facility 

Perpetuators Additional Remarks 

Abdulhameed 

al-Khalidi,  

born in 1974 

25 

December 

2019 

Al-Suwar 

Central 

Prison- 

Terrorism 

Ward  
 

The SDF-

General 

Security 

Forces  

He is married and a father of four. 

He was arrested from his home in 

the Himmar al-Ali village, along 

with Abu Baker Jamil al-Dhraifi, as 

they share the same house since 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ .ƻǘƘ ƳŜƴΩ 

health is deteriorating, reports 

indicate.    
Abu Baker 

Jamil al-Dhraifi, 

born in 1984 

нр  

December 

2019 

Al-Suwar 

Central 

Prison- 

Terrorism 

Ward   

The SDF-

General 

Security 

Forces 

He is married and a father of four. 

A released detainee reported that 

Abu Baker attempted suicide 

several times, and he is now 

suffering from a skin disease and 

ulcer and is denied healthcare.    
 

Muhammad 

Walid al-

Muhammad,  

born in 1988 

нр  

December 

2019 

Jerkin 
Prison 

The SDF-

General 

Security 

Forces 

 

Knaidi 

Muhaimeed al-

Omar,  

born in 1974  

11 April 

2020 

Al-Qamishli 

Prison  

 

The SDF  

He is married and a father of 

seven. While originally displaced 

from al-Shaitat region, he was 

arrested from his home in the 

village of Himmar al-Kasra during 

a raid Φ 

Khalid Ammer 

al-Muhaimeed, 

born in 1991  

August 

2020 

Al-Shadadi 

Prison  

The SDF- 

Military Police  

He is married and a father of two. 

He was an SDF recruit and was 

arrested for hitting a Kurdish 

commander and insulting the 

women of Deir ez-Zor Φ 
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