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1. Executive Summary

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) embarked on numerous raids and arrested dozens of
people in its control areas in Deir-&pr province, located east of the Euphrates River, during

0KS G5SGSNNBYOS 2F ¢SNNEPNRAYE apingtlibe delsyof A 0 F A
the Islamic State (IS), aka Daesh.

The reported raids and arrests were spearheaded by the security services of the Autonomous
Administration and the SDF, particularly by the Argiror Forces, known as the HASome
of these raids wee covered by helicopters of the W&l coalition, eyewitnesses claimed.

Ly GKS 411S 2F GKS OFYLI A3AyQa FANRG adlr3asS:s
110 persons on the charge of belonging to IS, in a statement made on 10 Juneazoliy

that it also swept largescale areas in the suburbs of Deir&a and aHasakah province#.

alsoF NNEaGSR YR RSOGFAYSR 204KSNJ om LISNA2Y A& RdzN
to the corresponding statement made on 21 July 2020 that regabthe outcomes of the 4

day operation in rural Deir ezor3 ¢! § GKS SyR 2F GKS Ol YL} A3
LI NOAOALI yiG F2NOSa& YIyFr3aSR G2 | OKASOS (KS L
arrested 31 terrorists and suspects, one of whatndescribed as a higtanking IS
commander.

Contrary to SDE geports, as it declared arresting a total of 141 persons over the course of

the campaign between 10 June and 21 July 2020, information obtained by JFL and STJ, that

are backed by a thoroughvastigation process, indicates that the SDF arrested no fewer than

339 personsinDeiréz2 NJ LINP GAY OS It 2y ST FTNRBY (KS 2dziaSi
2T CSNNBNARAYE OFYLIAITY 2y n WdzyS G2 €FGS 1 dz
detainees is unknown, since 200 persons are already released, while about 90 others are
being brought before the court, the field researchers of the two organizations reported,

adding that among the persons arrested were a number of teenage boys, who tayetri8

years old.

During the campaign, the raids and arrests targeted several towns in De@zprovince,
primarily Hajin, Gharanij, Diban, éhheell, Huwayej Diban, dlayyana, Ash Sha'Fah and al
Baghouz

1HAT is an abbreviation of the Kurdish name of the-Artror Forces Hézén Anti Teror

2a{ G GSYSyld G2 GKS t gpiNMedi®Cehtdd0 June@2P2ttps:Asyi- | NI 6 A O0 X
press.com/?fbclid=IwAR3um1ny8RZQv5JKbIrlIDh9HZdA1hIZKIniditiVy SIt6 DSavdL SHe®t visit: 14
October 2020).

3q{GFASYSYl hil®h yRY ¢t SERIEHIDCRAtes2A Sept&mber 2020xtps://sdf-
press.com/?p=32505&fbclid=IwAR2CcKOfUPnu2CVNTSPhSN7GNEXGg8n6dbitnmOxdlaUKFeKtrQ
(last visit: 14 October 2020).
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Image no. (1)The map locates thieowns targeted by the campaign.

Furthermore, the JFL and STJ documented the arrest of no less than 29 persons in February 2020, of
whom 23 are released, while the remaining six continue to be detained at-#iasah prison, west of
Deir ezZor city.
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Fa the purpose of this report, the partner organizations reached out for sources,
eyewitnesses and relatives of detainees in DeiZer province, who addressed the reasons

for and the way theletentions were carried oufThree of theinterviewees are relatives of
RSGFAYSSas ¢K2 320 RSGFAYSR RdZNAYy3a GKS a5Si
YAY2N) 6283 wmcX | dzyA@SNRBRAGE &aGdzRSyd FyR @83
While none of the relatives were informed dfe reasons for the arrest, the fate of the three

detainees was yet unknown at the time of reporting in late September 2020.

Moreover, the report provides the testimonies of two former detainees, arrested and

detained by the SDF earlier on and for varionarges, most notably belonging to IS. Both of

the witnesses reported maltreatment, which at times amounted to beating and physical
abuse.

In a report published on 14 August 202€he Independent International Commission of
Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Rablic stated that security deteriorated as the SDF ramped up
raids and arrests against civilians, who are allegedly affiliated to the Islamic State in the Levant
and Irag (ISIL), stalled Daesh in Arabic, adding that:
GCKS /2YYA&aaArzy Redzar8tbny SaRentiGhioBdvill sodiety
workers, political activists and persons of Arab ethnicity by the Syrian Democratic
C2NOSa YR FFFAEAFGSR YdZNRAAK t S2LJ) SQa ¢t
including by their military intelligence. Ciltans were apprehended in towns in
Raqqgah and Hasakah Governorates and held in various intelligence facilities under
the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces, as well as in Ghweran Prison, the Al
Shadadi prison, the former Raggah juvenile prison, anged, AtAid and Ayn alArab
OY20FYAO LINANaZ2yaoe¢

The SDF carried out similar raids and arrests in Ragga province in August 2019, which affected
no less than 14 civilians, including watliown activists of civil society organizaticrSour of
the detainees were released later én.

2. Background

Over the course of the Syrian conflict, several of the fighting forces held reigns to power in

Deir ezZor province. In June 2012, armed opposition groups took over D&oregity, thus

dividing it into two separate enclaves, controlling the one encompassing the majority of its
neighborhoods, except for the-dbrah, al Qosoor, and Harbesh neighborhoods, as well as

larged OF £ S | NBI & 27F (KSmadéthedeednd eddladpythigheBSirimR S> ¢ K

fGawSLIR NI 2F GKS Ly RSLISY R Indguiry dn the Sl Arab Repylicc Humah RgM 3 a A 2 v
Council, Fortffifth sessio | b = wmn  |hitz3/dzdddcs.argfien/A/IRC/45/3 last visit: 14 October

2020)

Sa{@NAXIY tNRYAYSyG ! OGA@A&Ga& | ND A ithdd:/Niksh.&g/en/DNB &G SR Ay
risingchild-abandonmenipoverty-is-the-leadingcause/(last visit: 14 October 2020).

gl dzizy2Y2dza ! RYAYA&AUNX A2y Ay b2NIKSFadSNy {eNRrl wSt
https://stj-sy.org/en/syriarisingchild-abandonmentpoverty-is-the-leadingcause/(last visit: 14 October

2020).



https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/45/31
https://stj-sy.org/en/syria-rising-child-abandonment-poverty-is-the-leading-cause/
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regular forces controlled. In July 2014, IS acquired dominion over the area previously held by
the armed opposition groups following hostile confrontations. Later on, the Syrian regular
F2NOSa YR FFFALAFGSR Nysbuthdfthe Bupiaea Ay SR (G KS

In September 2017, backed by the-ld8 coalition, the SDF launch&peration alJazeera
StorminDeirez422 N ¢ KAa YIaaiaAgdS RNAGYS SR (2 {5CQa
the Euphrates, chiefly the towns of HajakKasra, Diban, éduwar, and aBusayrah.

Regardless of the ruling parties, civilians were repeatedly subjected to all sorts of grave
violations of human rights. In addition to death due to the shelling, civilians suffered from
summary execution, arbitrary detention, forcible displacement, angprty confiscation.

Even though active combat has ceased and the SDF has established its control over the areas
in northeastern Syria, including those located to the east of the Euphrates River in{2eir ez
province, some of these violations are stitinamitted, most notably arbitrary detention.
Numerous residents of Deir €or were arbitrarily arrested, including und&8 teenagers.

A number of the reported arrests/detentions took place during the first stage of the
G5SGSNNBEYyOS 27F  wwbidhstEtsidoaJane PDROYThE apedayion was carried
out 175 km along the border strip and 70 km deep into the area, namely as far as the borders
of atBaghouz town, resulting in the arrest of over 110 persons, suspected for belonging to IS,
the SDFstated

hidKSNJ I NNBada G221 LI OS RdNAy3a GKS aSO2yR &
which the SDFaunchedon 16 Juy28unx | f €t SISRfe& i GKS NBIj dzSa
dignitaries, who demanded that the SDF prosecute IS cells in eastern rural{2eir. &uring

0KS a4S0O2yR 2LISNIGA2Yy |faz2z GKS Sy3ar3iay3da FT2ND
(YPG), Asash and the Commandos Units committed sevetalationsthat resulted in the

arrest of more than 31 persons.

On 15 September 2020, one last raid was carried out, targeting iBasdyratiown. No less

than 10 military vehicles stormed the town, accompanied by heavy firing in the air in search
of wanted persons. The locals, for their part, held protests in various towns and villages,
condemning the arbitrary arrests and the security chass numerousassassinationtook

place in the area. Furthermore, a number of Syrian organizations released a joint statement
on 20 August 2020, denouncing the repeated assassinations that aimed at tribal leaders in
Deir ezZor,anddemanding that the U&d coalition and the SDF assume their responsibility
of maintaining security and protecting the locals.

3.Testimoniesof Victra | YR 5SOl Ay SSaQ w

In this section, LFJ and STJ provide five interviews, three of which were conducted with the
relatives of persons detained by the SDF during the raids and arrests it embarked on

Tamm {@8NRIY hNEBFEYyATFGAZ2ya {GNBRy3Ife /[ a3TRASyYal GeKNER on-SELIS[I il
STJ, 20 August 202titps://stj-sy.org/en/1ksyrianorganizationsstronglycondemnsthe-repeated
assassinationm-deir-ezzoragainsttribal-leaders/(last visit: 14 October 2020).
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throughout Deire222 NJ dzy RS NJ (i K S5 NANeRSNIASANNES yOO Sy LAFFA ey = A y Of
McZ | dzyAGSNEAGE &aGdzRSYyidzZ IyR I GKANR Ylys
y2i AYF2NN¥SR 2F (GKS RSGIAYSSaQ OKIFINBHSAZ gK2a
particularly on 16 Septemib&020.

Moreover, the two organizations provide testimonies of two former detainees, who spent

G NA2dzd4 RdzNF GA2ya G GKS {5CQ& LINRA2Y & S| NI :
maltreatment, which at times amounted to beating and physical abafter they were both

detained on various charges, the most serious of which was belonging to IS, the witnesses
reported.

Born in Deir eZor in 2004, Amme¥I1. was one of the children detained by the SDF during a

raid into the alZir village. Offering the parents no explanation, @biated personnel

arrested Ammer on 1 July 2020, whose fate was still unknown at the time of reporting in late
September202®@ ! YYSNRA YIFGSNYyIFf dzyOft 8 NBO2dzy i SR (K

G! YYSNE T KAIK &a0Kz22ft aidzRIiyvilage. OAIIER & A (i K
2020, around 8:00 p.m. the SEdffiliated HAT imposed a curfew. The village was

cordoned in preparation for aaid, which allegedly aimed at clearing it of IS cells and

terrorists, knowing that blasts and assassinations continue in the area; they have

even escalated.

On the same day, we learned thdahe SDF personnel raided several houses and
arrested manypersoda ® hyS ySAIKo2N G2fR dza GKFG 0K
house and arrested her only child Amen Additionally, there were USffiliated
military S KA Of Sa 2y GKS @Affl 3SQastondathé { A NI A X
Along with other family membershe witness tried to invstigate into the evening raiddis
GAFS YIylI3aISR G2 SIS GKSANI K2dzaS yR KSIFRSR
A02LIISR KSNJ 2y (KS glésxs GKS&@ RAR yz2da Ftt2g
pointing that the house was encircled and was being extensivelglsedr Stressing that his
nephew was detained for no reason, the witness added:
G6¢KS ySEG RIFIézX 6S NBFSNNBR (2 G4KS {5CQa D
al-Busayrah town, near our own village, to ask for Ammer. A relative works there,
as the dficer in charge of the General Security patrols in theBisayrah. We
recounted the evening incidents to our relative, who advised us to go to the
LYGStftAaSyOS 5ANBOG2Nr 1SQa 2FFAOS:T | faz )
information, saying tha this was a securityelated issue. Then, we addressed the
2TFAOSNI Ay OKI NESrisid Depditiiedt in{ Ghaaifitowh, \easthof
Deir ezZor. The officer was one of the personnel who raided the village,
accompanied by the HAT. We wentinto$h RSLI NI YSYy 1 Q& o0dzAf RAY 3
be an elementary school. He avoided helping us, saying that he could not intervene
in issues related to raids and arrests. He also told us that we better refer to the

8¢KS pAlySaa ola AYGSNDASSESR 2yoeiiyS o6& {¢wQa FASER NJ
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headquarters in the alOmar Oil Field, particulayl since all the arrested persons are

usually handed over to the Ufd coalition forces stationed there. Nonetheless,

0S50l dzaS GKS 2Aft FASER Aa | YAfAGFENER 1T2yS
to enter it and ask about someone. As fdné local dignitaries, we got nothing other

than empty promisefromthemz F2NJ G KSA NI LI2gSNI A& GAGdzZ |

A weekafter the evening raid, the witness reportedgroup of the arrested young men was
released, while the rest were stillethined, but their parents were informed of their
whereabouts, except for Ammer and two other young men, whiaseis so far unknown.

Born in Deir eZor province in 1995 and a student at the University of Aleppo, Muhammad

A. was also arrested from hisime at the Ash Sha'Fah village by the SDF on 15 June 2020.

His fate was still unknown at the time of reporting in late September 2020. Commenting on
GKS @2dzy3 YIyQa FNNBadGs + NBfFIAGS NBLER2NISR

GadzKl YYI R g & Vy Aty pdlitica¥ & wiiit&yNdody; e even chose

leaving Deire#42 NJ 102 51 Yl 80dza RdzNAYy3I L{Q O2yi(NER¢

killings. It was not till 2018 that he returned to the Ash Sha'Fah village. On 15 June

2020, around 11:00 p.m. Muhammad wasrested by the SD&ffiliated HAT forces

from his home on the 24th Street, at the center of the village. He was arrested during

araid after a curfew was imposed on the village, the thing they usually do every time

they plan to storm an area. Muhammad, siimaternal cousin and a group of the

At f 1 3SQa e2dzy3d YSYy 6SNB I NNBaAaGSRZ f2y3

¢tKSe gSNB Fff FINNBadSR 2y GKS LINBGSEG 27
Il ¥S¢g RI&&a LI aaSR3I 0dzi ywhergabonts thd Withek &ideB 2y a
Accordinglyi KS FIl YAf & &aGFNISR @AaridAay3a GKS {5CQa
FAIAdZINBAZI AYldZANRY3I AyidG2 adzl YYIFRQa atheindz GA2Y
to find the place where Muhammad was detained. Of the pedpky approached were
Sheikh Mutasheralvl RQl vy 2y S 2F {KS -Akigafd-Adp8aytiibk,wio f S| RS
maintains relations with Kurdish commanda,according to the witness, and the
Commander of the Deir ezor Military Council, dubbed ADUK I g | @ | 2 6 SASNE | f €
attempts at communication were to no avail. Commenting on this, the witness added:

G!aiAy3ad o2dzi adzKlIYYFRQA RSGSYylUA2z2y LI I OF
officers told us that their mission ends once the detainees dr@nded over to the

command of the USed coalition. The decision was not theirs to make, they claimed.

Other officers said that we had to refer to the Intelligence Directorate Command.

We indeed went there, but the officials avoided answering our questioige thus
FIAESR G2 3SG 02y 0t dzZaA@BS AYyTF2NXNIUGA2Y 2y
informed that Muhammad was handed over to the command in the@mar Oil

S¢KS sAlySaa s1a AYISNDASESR 2yt AyS 68 {¢wWQa FASER NJ
Sheikh MutasheraVl RQFy gl & | aal aaAylladSR Ay ! dz3dzAad Hnwnod




Deir ezZor: Dozens Arbitrarily Arrest€ddzNA y3 {5CQa a5SGiSNNByO WWW.Stj-Sy.org

Field, but we could never access the area, especially since the field is a US base and
isamRhaGl NB T 2ySoé
tKS gAlGySaa IRRSR (KIG GKS RSGFAYSSQa NBf ()
headquarters and asked all tribe sheikhs and SDF commanders about his place. They even
went to the cities of aQamishli and Kobarii 2 Ay @SaGA3F GS Ayd2 adzKlyY
and his condition, but they found no trace of him, despite the fact that all the young men
arrested on the same day were released or the prisshsrethey were held were known.

Furthermore, the witness said @t USaffiliated helicopters were hovering over the area
during the raid on the evening of 15 June 2020, the day Muhammad was arrested.

Born in the Burtugala village in 1993, DeiZx province, Raafat A. was also arrested by SDF
affiliated personnel dung a raid into his village on 13 July 2020. He is married and is the sole
breadwinnerof his familyand younger siblings w I fat€ wa$ gefiunknown at the time of
reporting. Commenting on the incident, a relative of the detainee provided STJ with the
following account:!

ahy wmo -Wfiildtesl persnbel; backed by the Ulgd coalition and the Deir ez
Zor Military Council, $ Of  NBR (G KSe& gAff I dzyOK (KS
2F CSNNBNARAYQ OFYLI AIyd hyS 2F GKS Gt
three USled coalition helicopters landed in the village, around 12:30 a.m. For their
part, the SDF personnel coothed the village and started shooting in the air. On
speakers, the personnel ordered the people out of their houses. They stormed about
FTAOS K2dzaSa FYyR FNNBalSR aSOSNIt e2dzy3 YS
¢tKS ySEUG RlI&z (KS miylask&dhepersofinklsiaored atvah SOF I (G Q&
FFFAEAFGSR OKSO{LRAYG | 02dzi GKS LINBGA2dza RI &
The family then headed to the Deir-2or Command Center, hoping to get answers about
wk I FF3G§Qa ¥ lwerStdld thakitseiNdslativelisk&ained in the Hajin city, DeiZex.
Hearing this, the familyent to search for Raafat in Hajin andBdghouz, as well as the al
Omar Oil Field, but they managed to obtain no information at all. The witness added:

NH S

a wafat was married for three months only when he got arrested. He is also the sole
breadwinner of his family, working at a grocery shop in the village. The villagers also
know him as a fine man, who spends time either at home or work. It was not only
Raafati K & 320G FNNBaldiSR 2y (GKS NIARQa RI &
82dzyd YSy G220 wllFFlLriQa FrYAfe& adafft
whereabouts, along with other three young men who got arrested on the same day.
We repeatedly attenpted to obtain information from the tribal leaders and the Deir
ez%2NJ aAf AGFNEB [/ 2dzyOAft I o0dzi 6S 6SNBE 2FFSNE

'.F

b3
R2 S

For its part, the JFL obtained the testimonies of two former detainees, also arrested by the
SDF, however, earlier into the Syrian ttioh

UegKS gAlySaa 6Fa AYGSNOASHSR 2yiAyS o8 {¢waa FASEIR N
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Born in Deir eZor province in 1993, married and a father of two, Majed A. was arrested at
the atKasra district in Deir ezor by the SDF in February 20%28etained for several hours,

he was subjected to beating and abuse, while offered no nedsohis arrest3 Commenting

on this, he said:

G! N2dzy R pYnn LYo GKFG REFEE&X L gFa NARAY3
FNASYRQ&a K2dzAS® L NBIDKGRI NKEK S SY dz ND 2 Bl i
when | noticed two SDF vehicles behind me, boarded with a number of personnel,
who ordered me to pull over. As | did so, masked personnel got out of the vehicles;
they hit me on the shoulder and then shoved me down. Ups& L (G2t R GKSYY
y2i KI@S (2 LlJdzaK YST L gAft O2YS GAUK &2
2yS 2F GKS @OSKAOfSQa (GNHzy{ lYyR LlzZ f SR Y@
where they were taking me. They kept beating me all the way throughddrhad a
Kdzy OK GKFG GKS& 4SNB atz2LIMAy3 Fff GKS LIS2
al 2SR FTRRSR GKIFId KS gFa RNAGSYy G2 2yS 2F (K¢
as a center affiliated with the Asayish, near the&kakra District Hospital. There, tvas also
beaten and then guided into the interrogation room, where he had to deal with two militants,
one was in charge aékingthe detah Y SSa Q LJ2 & a S daaditte yiké, Bnd @rdther LIK 2 Y S
who treated him roughly, and who later he knew asthe g  KS RANBOG2NI 2 7F
center in alKasara district. Recounting the details of the interrogation process, the witness
said:
G!'a S 6SNBE akK2¢gy Ayildz2 GKS AYyOISNNRIIFIGAZ2Y
rests. The personnel there asked us todgeour heads down. We were left with one
militant, who was in charge of taking our possessions. He asked why we were
arrested, and we answered that we were not informed of the reason, adding that
they arrested us while on the street and in an abusive mann&en minutes later,
another militant entered the room and started asking the first about us, the reason
why were detained and also the reason why the guard of the director of the
I & & A & KQa-KadSBa/distBdnwas iyfsulting us. We again answeteoh that
we had no idea. The two militants are probably from Deir-2pr, their dialect
indicated so. Then, the first militant, extremely disturbed, pointed to the second and
alFARY Wal 1S adaNB G2 201 GKS R22N) I yR R?
comrade Juwan, the director of the center, is here. | will arrest anyone who attempts
G2 tLe& | KieyR 2y GKSYQ

Majed added that the plastic cuffs were loosened shortly after, and then another militant got
into the room and started talking about a shootingident near one of the SEdfiliated
checkpoints in the area, carried out by persons riding a motorcycle. The militant also said that
the SDF patrols embarked on an arrest drive, which ended with arresting the shooters, and

2 AlKasra is a district, whera town by the same name is also located.
BeKS gAlySaa sla AYGSNIBASSHGSR Ay LISNE2Y o0& WC[ Qa TFASt
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that they were awaiting the &K @I £ 2 F (G KS RA NB O (-Rabih disfict 1 KS !
to release the detainees. In this regard, the witness added:

G2 KAES L 41a&a Ay (GKS AYUSNNRIFIGAZ2Y NR2YXZ
¢KS 3Jdzr NR 2F GKS OS yhimShhm, HundhihghaBdkickingldhes | & 0 ¢
@2dzy3 YlIys gKAES @SttAy3a G KAYY WINBE &2
GKIFIadG L 1yS¢ GKS @2dzy3a YlyQa @2A0Sz yR GN
me hard on the head and the shoulder and insulted fhe a @ Ay 3Y W] SSLJ ¢
R2o6yQ®d ¢KS &2dzy3 YIy fFAR 2y (KS 3ANRdzyR 7T
to the cell by several personnel. Later, | discovered that the detainee was my
neighbor. After three hours, during which we were insulted and huiaikd, the
director finally showed up and started asking each one of us about our names and
to which tribe we belonged. With a cynical tone, he apologized and asked us to
g yRSNJ £ Saa G yAIKGP ¢KSe@ NBESFaSR dza I N

The next day, Majed was informed that unknown persons fired at one of theaBildied

checkpoints in the area, injuring one of the personnel and sending the rest into a fit of terror.

Majed also said that his detained neighbor was released a week &dding that he was

subjected to beating because he refused to accompany the militants to the headquarters, as

they kept humiliating him during the arrest process.

Born in Deir eZor province, the second witness chose to go by the pseudonyemléyHe

is married and a father of three. He was detained by the SDF for over 20 days on the charge
of belonging to IS on the summer of 2018. Taken from his home at night, Tayem reported the
following to JFL.:

GLG 41 & FNRdzyR mYnn | &Y ® any nofice.ddasBed 6 | & &
personnel led me out of the bedroom in front of my family and children, who were

stricken by fear. They blindfoldednd stuffed me ino a 4x4 car. There were other

LIS2LX S Ay (GKS OFNX® ¢g2 YAftAGlIYyGa KAG YS 5
to look up. They insulted me all the way around. Listening carefully to their dialect,

| could make that one was Kurdish and the other waiem the region. Almost 15

minutes later, the car stopped, and we were led into some place, blindfolded and
handcuffed. The handcuffs were then removed, and we were placed in a four meter

long and four meter wide cell, where other seven people were detain&alking for

a while, we got to know that the other men were either from western rural Deir-ez

Zor or from various areas acrossldhsra district. | also got to know the people who

were on the same car with me. One of them was from theHdrmoushiya viage

and the otherfromall £t A QGAf f | IS Pé¢

Inquiring into the place where he was detained, the other detainees told the witness it was

GKS KSIFRIljdzZF NISNE 2F (GKS ¢SaiSNI-Haydpy/miche & A RS ¢
was a former vocational school. &twitness stressed that he was not informed of the reasons

for his detention, and that three days later he was taken into the interrogation room. There,

UeKS gAlySaa 6Fa AYUSNODASGSR Ay LISNE2Y o6& WC[Qa TFASt
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a person, probably from Deir €or, according to the dialect he spoke, ordered the witness
to report his personal information, asking him about his hometown and the places where he
worked. The witness added:

G¢KS AYOGSNNRIlLIGAZ2Y ¢Syl 2y F2NIKIEF |y K2
looked more of a classroom. The next day, in the afternoonethersonnel once
again led me to the interrogation room. There, the detective asked me the following:
WLY ¢KIFGd NB3IA2Y RAR @2dz 2LISNI 4GS T2NJ L{KQ
| was one of the first people to join the peaceful protests and adegdithe opposition
stance to the extent that IS arrested me and subjected meigttaba/repentance-
seeking lessons 10 times. As | answered the detective that | never pledged allegiance
G2 L{ FTYR GKIFKG Y& ailyOS ¢ & tedzhathdhade | (i 2
information about me, that he will help and release me only iEbnfessedoining IS
and gave him the names of its members that | was familiar with. Having interrogated
me for an hour, the detective told me he will allow me time till theext day to
consider the matter, otherwisehe will be using a different interrogation method. |
gl & NBOGdzZNYySR (G2 GKS OStt GKSyd¢
The next day, the witness reported, he was taken to the interrogation room again, along with
other people. There, his hands were tied by a robe suspended from the cditing.
GKNBFGSyAy3 G2ySs (GKS LISNER2YYy St iipdnngioA YY a¢
022 LISNI 1S3 2NJ aKI f fAsheEeafiRred that heldéeSnotinddeti Kever | & K ¢
belonged to IS, one militant hit him all over the body with a cable, while others asked him not
to deny the matter. The witness was beaten for abaathour, after which he was returned
to the cell, where other detainees cleaned the blood on his body that got sores due to beating.
The witness said:

G¢KS AYOGSNNRIIFGAZY f |lad @laRed abBUuNl5 WdyNBeter R & & =
my family askeda tribal leader for help. The latter told them that | was detained after

2yS 2F GKS @gAttl3sSqQa t20Fta NIXGGSR YS 2dzi
for over 20 days, during which | felt as if held captive at one of the Syrian security
seviSaQ o0l asSySydao L ¢l a y2i KFNraasSrR 4 I|ff
0SS OKSNXE

4. Conclusion and Recommendations

International human rights instruments, in particular article 9 of both the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHRAnd the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) protect the rightpersonal liberty*® which states thattt 9 3SNE 2y S KI &
right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or

RS Sy (Thakb/mb one shall be arbitrarily detained, especially since that customary

15 dUniversal Declaration of Human Rights  Httis 3/www.un.org/en/universatdeclaratiorhuman
rights/index.htm|

16 dinternational Covenant on Civil and Political Righks h | / | wZ
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
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International Humanitarian Law (IHRhjohibits arbitrary deprivation of liberty. Detention,
which, in itself, is not a violation of human rights and can be legitimate, becomes arbitrary
when the deprivation of liberty is carried out in violation of fundamental rights and
guarantees set forth in relevant inteational human rights instruments. The UN Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) has defined several categories under which detention
is considered arbitrary®

U  When itis impossible to invoke any legal basis for the deprivation of liberty (as when
a person is kept in detention after the completion of his sentence or despite an
amnesty law applicable to him/her);

U  When the deprivation of liberty results from the exercise of the rights or freedoms
guaranteed by the UDHR and the ICCPR, such aggttido freedom of opinion and
expression, peaceful assembly and association;

U When international norms relating to the right to a fair trial have been totally or
partially violated, for example if the person has been imprisoned without charge or
denied acess to a lawyer;

U When the deprivation of liberty is based on discriminatory grounds such as, amongst
others, on ethnic origin, religion, political or other opinion or gender.

Recommendations

1. The Autonomous Administration/Syrian Democratic Forces mustexpnd make
clear the legal basis underlying the arrests and detentions, which must also be drafted
and published in language and terms intelligible to all citizens, especially when
detentions are aimed at civilians and activists;

2. Arrests must only be caed out by authorities bestowed the powers to do so, based
on official warrants issued by the Public Prosecutor's office or those authorized to
issue such warrants;

3. Detainees must be granted the right to communicate with their families and lawyers
without delay, be notified of the reasons for their arrest, be ensured that they will be
promptly brought before a judge, have formal charges made against them, or be
released immediately;

4. When charges are laid, the accused must be granted a faibafate an
independent court. However, local and international human rights organizations
must be allowed to monitor trials.

g1 NBAGNF NB 5 S (fpsilvivnayalga¥ama.drofeh/ibklie¥/arilitrardetention (last visit: 14
October 2020).

1BC2 NJ FdzNIi KSNJ Ay T 2 NWwdrkind Golzon ArbityaRy DétentdEF SINJ/ il 20z &
https://www .ohchr.org/en/issues/detention/pages/wgadindex.aspx
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The table below provides th@ames of some currently detained persons and available
information pertaining to eaclkase:

Abdulhameed | 25 Al-Suwar TheSDF He is married and a father of fout
al-Khalidi, December| Central General He was arrested from his home i
born in 1974 2019 Prison. Security th.e Himmar alAli villgge, aI(.)r_19
Terrorism | Forces with Abu Baker Jamil-&hraifi, as
Ward they share the same house since
0KSANI g6A@Sa I NB
health is deteriorating, reports
indicate.
Abu Baker Hp Al-Suwar The SDF He B married and a father of four
Jamil alDhraifi, | December | Central General A released detainee reported tha
born in 1984 2019 Prison Security Abu Baker attempted suicide
Terrorism | Forces several times, and he iw
Ward suffering from a skin disease and
ulcer and is denied healthcare
Muhammad HP Jerkin The SDF
Walid at December | Prison General
Muhammad, 2019 Security
born in 1988 Forces
Knaidi 11 April Al-Qamishli He is married and a father of
Muhaimeed at | 2020 Prison seven. While originally displaced
The SDF . .
Omarr, from alShaitat region, he was
born in 1974 a_rrested frqm his home in thg
village of Himmar aKasra during
araid @
Khalid Ammer | August Al-Shadadi | The SDF He is married and a father of two
al-Muhaimeed, | 2020 Prisn Military Police| He was an SDF recruit and was
bornin 1991 arrested for hitting a Kurdish

commander and insulting the
women of Deir eZor @
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