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During one of the tense days in Deir Ezzor, a civil society organization in the western 
countryside of Deir Ezzor had to end a dialogue session at its headquarter after a 
conflict broke out between two local families in the area after killing one person. The 
family of the victim raided and burned properties and homes belonging to the 
perpetrator’s family which has brought fear to the area. During the first few days, the 
conflict led to the displacement of more than 25 families, including women and 
children. 

Revenge incidents constantly repeat from time to time in Deir Ezzor, where tensions 
last several days until mediators intervene and de-escalate, which usually includes the 
departure of the perpetrator's family from the area. 

There are many causes of armed conflicts that lead to killing of people and trigger 
desires for revenge. The concept of taking revenge requires the blood guardians (the 
relatives of the victim) to kill the perpetrator or one of his relatives, whom usually have 
nothing to do with the murder, but they are related to the perpetrator, as a form of 
Revenge. This is thought to be an obligatory action by which the dignity of the victim’s 
family should be preserved. Those who manage to take their revenge usually feel 
proud without any regrets or doubts about the great consequences of revenge. 

Deir Ezzor, Al-Raqqa, and a number of towns in Al-Hasakah Governorate have seen 
security chaos since 2011, the severity of this chaos varied overtime. Under such 
circumstances the possession and use of arms is very common. None of the successive 
powers that ruled those governorates have managed to contain the spread of arms. In 
addition to this, drug dealing, and consumption are very common in the region. These 
conditions have increased conflicts and consequently raised demands for revenge, 
besides some older conflicts prior to 2011 which have been revived by different 
conflicted parties. 

Despite all previous and current attempts by local authorities or social influencers to 
contain this phenomenon from security and legal standpoints, these attempts have not 
been successful either to reduce revenge cases or to change the attitudes that 
encourage revengeful approach. Revenge incidents result in dozens of victims usually, 
which complicates the efforts for resolution. This does not mean the local efforts are 
ineffective, especially the efforts of social influencers and notables to reduce the 
number of victims and to de-escalate violence by following customary rules to 



accomplish peace. However, these efforts lack enough ability to draw an end to the 
revenge phenomenon. A research paper by JFL, soon to be published, has concluded 
that the most prominent complex conflicts that lead to victims are, for example, 
inheritance disputes, kidnapping, murder, and honor killings. 

Some victims’ families could accept to amnesty the perpetrator's family after they take 
certain traditionally known steps, such as leaving the area for a period of time and 
paying a sum of money. The departure of the perpetrator's family is considered one 
of the key steps to de-escalate and to reduce chances of more victims, especially during 
the first hours and days after the incident when the victim’s relatives are amid their 
anger. However, this mass expulsion of the perpetrator’s family could extend to 
dozens of families which could impact on their security, economic, social, and 
psychological conditions. 

Women departing along with their families due to revenge incidents are the most 
affected group. JFL spoke to eight women belonging to families threatened with 
revenge, currently residing in the countryside of Deir Ezzor. Six of these women talked 
about incidents in Deir Ezzor, one woman mentioned an incident in Al-Hasakah 
countryside, and one incident in Al-Raqqa countryside. The women mentioned details 
of material damage they had suffered and the social and psychological harm. Some 
host communities refuse to deal with them because they belong to a family that was 
involved in a murder. This social stigma negatively impacts their mobility and 
employability either for them or for the rest of the male family members. From a 
psychological point of view, some women mentioned a huge behavioral change in 
children and spouses. Husbands became more nervous while children became 
isolated, and they constantly tend to cry because they hear hurtful words in the street 
or in school. Including where the relationship declines and becomes within narrow 
limits sometimes. One of the women said that some perpetrators do not accept 
solutions and do not comply with customary rules. They rely on tribal support, 
especially if the other conflicted side does not have the same support. 

 

 

 



Loss of Life and Property and Impact on Social Relations 
Mrs. Asmaa (pseudonym) spoke to JFL about what happened to her husband’s family. 
“My husband’s brother killed a person from the village, and we had to leave with about 
40 of our relatives because of this incident.” Regarding the details of the incident, 
Asmaa says: “My husband’s 28-year-old brother had a disagreement with someone 
during their work in Lebanon, and he returned to Deir Ezzor, the two people met 
again and quarreled. One person was killed during the quarrel and my brother-in-law 
was seriously injured.” In order to protect him, he was given first aid treatment and 
was sent to Al-Hasakah and was sent again somewhere safe to save him and to 
complete the medical treatment. 

“The victim’s family burned our homes and shops. I had a hair salon for women 
that was also set on fire. The victim’s family asked us to go out and only carry some 
luggage and livestock. Some of my family went to Al-Hasakah and others to the 
villages of As-Sawa and Al-Kubar in the western countryside of Deir Ezzor. My 
husband, his sisters and I went to the village of Harmoushiya in the countryside of 
Deir Ezzor where we rented a house.” 

 

Sobhia (pseudonym) is a woman from the village of Gharanij, east of Deir Ezzor. She 
has two children with special needs. She has suffered a difficult life after her brother 
murdered her husband. Sobhia told JFL’s researcher: “My husband did not work, and 
I worked in collecting the leftovers of crops and thistles to provide my house needs. 
In September 2017, I had an argument with a customer. My brother learned about it 
and came to my house and accused my husband of neglecting me and my children 
because he was unemployed, and I had to work and suffer harassment. So, my brother 
shot and killed my husband.” 

Another woman from the same village, Gharanij, met the JFL’s researcher in her 
current place of residence after she and her family had to move to the western 
countryside of Deir Ezzor. Her brother killed someone from the village. Fatima says: 
“My nephew got injured in a traffic accident in mid 2020. One of the pedestrians who 
happened to be a nurse, had provided my nephew with first aid and informed us that 
my new nephew will be fine. The nurse took my nephew to the hospital to be sure 
he’s ok, and the nurse also asked the driver who ran over my nephew to leave.” A 



quarrel broke out between Fatima’s brother, the nephew’s father, and the nurse 
because he allowed the driver to escape. “My brother shot the nurse who was 
hospitalized in Hajin town’s hospital where the man died.” Fatima’s brother escaped 
the area and a group of the victim’s relatives raided Fatima’s family’s house and shot 
her father, injuring him in the foot, which caused him trouble in walking, which he still 
suffers till the testimony date. 

"After his injury, my father decided to leave the area before the village deports us 
after what my brother did. Our relatives refused to help us. We rented a house in 
one of the villages of the western countryside." 

 

Abeer (pseudonym) is from Abu-Hamdha village in Al-Hasakah governorate, her 
uncle and his daughter were killed by direct gun shooting. “Beginning of June 2014, I 
heard shooting around my uncle’s house. We went to the place, and we found my 
uncle and his daughter were injured. We took them to Al-Hasakah hospital. My uncle 
died on the road. His daughter died in the hospital.” Abeer says that according to 
some evidence, our family learned the reason for the shooting. There was an old land-
dispute. “After the incident, one of the gunmen stole my uncle’s gun, which my uncle 
used to defend himself. This gunman tried to sell the gun in one of the villages. At this 
point some of the crime evidence began to unfold.”. 

Abeer says: "Three months later, my cousin went to the market and killed the person 
whom we learned he was involved in the killing of my uncle. My cousin fled the 
area, and the local people and leaders asked us to leave, or as it is called locally to 
depart. Disagreements arose between my uncles because my cousin's reaction forced 
us to leave. Leaving behind our livelihood and our lands, and we do not know where 
to go.” 

 

Ms. Manal (pseudonym) from Abu-Khashab village in the western countryside of 
Deir-Ezzor, 25 years old, married to her cousin and they have two children. In 
September 2019, a quarrel broke out between her uncles and their sons. Manal 
described what happened: “An old dispute between my uncles on agricultural land. 
This land dispute continued to their sons. During one of the sessions about the land. 
They disagreed and quarreled using sticks and metal chains. One of my young cousins 



was injured in the head, causing him to bleed. He is 30 years-old and has 5 children.” 
It is unknown who beat the young man because it was a large brawl. So, the local 
officials decided to deport the families of one of the main parties of the problem, who 
are Manal’s family. “We tried to reconcile in all possible ways, but it didn’t work. One 
month after the incident, one of my cousins was accused of the killing, so he was 
arrested by the local security services. He spent 6 months in jail then he was released 
due to the lack of evidence. There is no conclusive evidence to prove his involvement 
in the crime.” 

Amena (pseudonym) a witness who’s originally from Al-Raqqa and currently based in 
Deir Ezzor after a murder committed by her brother in 2019. The witness says that 
the incident started as a simple problem between 9-12 years-old children. Three of 
them beat a child from the neighbors. “The parents intervened and solved the 
problem. Someone close to one of the kids incited them to beat the neighbor’s son 
again, and they did not hesitate to do so. During the quarrel, my brother, Abd 
(pseudonym) 19-years-old, tried to disperse the kids and to solve the problem. But a 
patrol of the dominant military faction intervened and arrested my brother and 
another person and released both of them at night.” 

Next day, the witness’s brother and his friend were stopped by 5 people on motorbikes 
in the street. “These people beat my brother severely with sticks and metal chains. My 
brother Abd defended himself using a knife he usually carries. He injured several 
people, one of them, 15-years-old, in the neck which led to his death” .Community 
notables intervened and asked the local hospital staff not to announce the death until 
the area was secured to avoid reactions and the possibility of victims. The community 
notably asked the men in my family to leave, and only women to stay. “My brother 
turned himself in and it was confirmed that he had bruises on different parts of his 
body, in addition to a bruise mark of attempting to strangle him with a chain.” 

The witness’s brothers left the area and moved to the village of As-Sawa in Deir 
Ezzor, and the rest of her family followed them several days later. The first days of 
the incident were among the most difficult ones, according to the witness, as there 
was fear of a reaction that might lead to more victims. 

 



A New Life Full of Fear and Troubles 
Asma and her family’s financial conditions were good before the accident. Some 
savings helped them to pass the first period after displacement to the Harmoushiya 
area, in addition to borrowing some money. 

“Most of our relatives returned to their homes except for my family because we are 
the closest to the perpetrator. My husband’s behavior changed with me and with the 
rest of the family. This has also impacted on the behavior of our children. My 
husband is currently unemployed, and my children are out of school. My husband 
and I try not to interact with people after what my brother-in-law did. Some of the 
people in the host village accepted us and sympathized with us because it is not our 
fault, but sometimes we hear accusations that we are murderers and criminals. I can 
no longer bear to stay in Syria, I want to leave with my husband and children 
wherever we feel safe.” 

 

Sobhia lost her husband and children, who remained with her husband’s family. 
Sobhia’s family left the area and moved to the town of Al-Kasra, fearing that the 
victim’s family would raid their home. They lived in a tent and did not interact much 
with the locals. 

“My friends and neighbors in Gharanij do not answer my phone calls. Therefore, I 
cannot get any news about my children. My parents do not allow me to bring my 
children. I recently learned that one of my sons had died due to neglect. Our 
economic situation is terrible after displacement, and my family did not allow me 
after displacement to go out or work.” 

 

  

Abeer’s family and uncles went to separate areas in Al-Hasakah, rural Deir Ezzor and 
Turkey “My family and I lived in the Al-Kasra in Deir Ezzor, nobody helped us and 
suffered too much financial debts. We gave up everything despite the fact my family 
had nothing to do with what happened to us. We neither had money to hire an 
attorney for my uncle’s murder, nor to rent a house. So, we lived in a school for the 
displaced.” Some of the host community sympathized with Abeer and her family, 



while others treated them as criminals. “Our presence in the school is unstable. The 
students’ families demand us to evacuate the school all the time to facilitate the return 
of students to education.” Abeer's father cannot work due to health reasons, and this 
is what forced Abeer and her sisters to look for a job. 

“Now I work as a tailor besides cleaning offices, which is a very tiring job. People at 
work always ask me about the reasons why I am here because I’m not from Al-kasra. 
This question is annoying to me because it always reminds me of what happened 
and drove us out of home.” 

 

Although Manal's family was allowed to return to part of their lands, the fear did not 
leave them as the victim's family are still looking for the killer. Notables and relatives 
made great efforts to reconcile and restore relations back to normal. “The other 
conflicted party stipulated that we return back to our lands, without any interaction 
between them and us. We do not get close to their lands or properties, and that we 
are treated like strangers. Except the family of the suspect young man they are 
excluded from any permission to return. I think it is our fault that we follow this 
method to resolve our problems. A young man was killed, and we were displaced for 
some time. The family of the suspect was scattered. We lost our relationship with the 
other conflicted party who are actually our relatives. Many of the people of the region 
no longer accept us and they avoid talking to us. Even the relations between the 
women of our family and the women of the other family have never returned to 
normal. One day a local merchant refused to sell me some goods because of this.” 

This incident affected the relationship between the two conflicted parties. “We have 
marriage relations. Married women were greatly affected by what happened, and 
some of them were insulted and beaten by their husbands as a reaction to what 
happened. They were prevented from visiting their relatives. One of the women 
tried to get in touch with her family but she got beaten up by her husband and his 
family encouraged him to do so. The most one to suffer was the sister of the suspect, 
who is married to the victim’s relative, as she was subject to insults and was expelled 
from her home leaving two children behind whom she is not allowed to see.” 

 



Manal and her family fear any attempt to take revenge by targeting someone. “Revenge 
conflicts affect future generations. Our children hear negative words about us that we 
are murderers, from their classmates at school or on the street. They warn other kids 
not to interact with our children. My children cry a lot, and my husband is nervous. 
Our life became difficult as we tried to change and improve our psychological state.” 

Manal lost a lot of money and her family had to sell some of their property to cover 
transportation and daily expenses. “At the beginning of the displacement, nobody 
wanted to employ my husband because of what happened. After we returned to our 
village, my husband returned to work on the farm, but our financial situation was no 
longer the same.” 

Amena was afraid and worried about the reaction of the new host society in Deir 
Ezzor, especially that her brother had committed a murder. “Until now, we haven't 
experienced any harassment, people understood why we are here. Most importantly, 
they sympathize because my brother did not intend to commit the crime of murder.” 
Amena and her family initially faced some financial difficulties, especially that they left 
the source of their monthly income in Al-Raqqa. Later her brothers began to work, 
and their conditions improved. “Our relationship with our relatives in Al-Raqqa has 
not changed, we stayed in touch because they know the details of what happened.” 
Amena’s brother was released from prison after an amnesty issued by the authorities 
in control. In order to avoid any possible reactions by the victim’s family, a number of 
notables intervened to persuade the two conflicted sides to dialogue and to reconcile. 
And this is what happened following the conditions of the victim’s family and over 
time stages. 

Amena finishes her story saying, “What happened to us was not intended. Resentment 
and hatred are transmitted from one generation to the next. If wise people are not 
able to overcome conflicts in a short time, they would escalate and cause other 
conflicts.” 

In contrast to Amena, the host community where Fatima's family has moved blamed 
them excessively. Fatima describes, "Despite the blame, the host people sympathized 
with us after we explained the details of the story and that we are not guilty for what 
happened, and they helped us. However, the relationship with people from the home 
area is very bad. They did not sympathize with us even though we are women, and we 



need help, and we only have my father who has suffered difficult movement due to 
injury. Our relatives did not help us and did not communicate with us.” 

Regarding the relationship within the family, Fatima says that it has changed greatly, 
“After we left our house and my brother left the area, my father has changed with 
me and my sisters. He didn't allow us to leave the house and began to think about 
marrying us to reduce the burden on the family. He deprived one of my sisters from 
education and forced her to get married. My sisters got married at an early age, and 
this affected the psychology of my younger sisters.” 

 

In order to help in making savings and cut down on spending, Fatima began working 
in a clinic. The work, according to her description, was very hard. Some neighbors 
also helped Fatima's sister to find a job, which contributed more to securing their 
financial needs. Besides, her third sister works in a pharmacy. 

"My brother ruined our lives with his actions. I endured so much to relieve my 
sisters, my father, and my mother. We do not agree with what happened. We 
decided to settle in the village where we fled to because it is safer for us." 

 

Another witness Alia (pseudonym) told JFL how a fight between two of her relatives 
did influence her family. 

"My aunt was expelled from the market where she worked. Her store goods were 
burned by the victim's brothers, and she had nothing to do with what happened." 

 

 

 

 



Necessary Steps to Reduce the Consequences of Revenge 
on Women 
According to the testimonies, the women didn’t commit any crime, yet they bear the 
heaviest burden. More specifically after changing the place of residence according to 
local customs. The witness Abeer says: “It is difficult for us to bear all this burden of 
moving from one place to another. I advise families to beware not to encourage their 
sons to possess arms.” and she mentioned that the need for money is one of the main 
reasons for murder. 

Chaos and security recklessness are the reason for the increase in killings and 
consequently the conflicts based on demands for revenge. Alia clarifies this by saying, 
“Lack of security control over the possession of deadly arms, let the killing continue. 
Since the beginning of 2021 until this day, murders have been committed for so many 
reasons, a lot of them are silly and without serious attempts to draw an end to this 
phenomenon.” 

As for the witness, Nahla (pseudonym). Being the eldest daughter in the family, she 
tries to help her family by lifting the burdens of new life. “I try a lot to sit with my 
father and chat about different things in order to distract him from thinking about the 
threats of revenge. My mother tries to deal with her constant panic and fear which 
makes her wake up in the middle of the night for fear of something happening to us, 
as well as the responsibility of my younger siblings who have done nothing to live all 
this terror and fear. 

Nahla continues, "I also need someone to stand by me and support me because what 
I went through is tough. The parents should watch their children more closely, and 
when such a thing happens, the whole family must not be deported, only the person 
concerned or the guilty people." 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 
Dealing with the consequences on women as a result of seeking vengeance requires 
reconsidering how to deal with the accused party. Expanding the circle of revenge to 
include everyone who has a direct and sometimes indirect relationship with the felon, 
leads to negative impact on individuals and families that do not even end with 
reconciliation. As it is not limited to material damage, but also extends to social 
relations with the surrounding communities, psychological effects, and the relationship 
between family members that can’t be fixed. 

It is the duty of the local authorities to reduce the cycle of violence in conflicts by 
enabling courts and improving their progress by enforcing the rule of law besides 
granting authority to knowledgeable and experienced judges to lead the justice sector, 
and supporting local efforts aimed at resolving disputes. 

Social influencers are required to put further pressure on the conflicted parties to 
reduce the number of families who are required to leave (to depart) after the killings 
and to reduce the number of those affected. The increase in the frequency of conflicts 
in northeastern Syria for many reasons confirms the need for new methods that 
mitigate their effects on the population. 

Civil society has an important role through its ability to bring together stakeholders, 
debate on such issues and advocate for results, as it is able to use its human and 
financial resources and its relationships with influential forces. 

 


